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SINFULL BREACHES 


FOUND AMONGST US; 3 


$ With Inſtrution, Admonition, and encouragement yet toturn to its 
B him that ſmites us, as the ſun of it was delivered at the Funes 
Fo rall of Mr, Feremiab Colman, (late Preacher of the Goſpell 
t at Hetberſet in Norfolk ) February 18. 1 655 - 
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7 they ſhall confeſſe their iniquity, === And that they have walked contra« 
ry t» me, andT alſo bave walked comrary t2 them ==== Then willI re= ; 
member _ covenant === and I will remember the Land, Levit. 26. % 
403 4134 

If any es I bevel nnd, and periev; ted that which was right, and it 
prefitte d me not, he will deliney bi ſoul from going downe to the pit, an 
ha life hall ſee the lighd; f r he bath found ; a Kanſome + Jobs 33+ 24. 
27 + 28. 

For this cauſe ( viile. ) wt ſo diſcerning the Lords Bolly that was broken? 
for Is : as t1 examine, ard jndge 0 ur ſel: es 14 the light theresf,many are fy 
weake, anlſchly amonz yu, ar 1 wan) Feepe, for if we would judge © 
our ſelves we fhorild pot be judged, &c. 1 Cor. 11. 28, 29, 30g $ 
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. The Epiſtle to the Reader, 


FESSISAS His cur beloved Ficther d:ceaſed, bad Fis corvirſation in times 
peſt cmory « fceglry, wralous abcur ſome irgoter metiers of the 
Lag, & ' tutward :7d.r, end dilcipline in ite worſbip of Ged 3 
white yer nep.eliing the weighty matters, 64 Juc, ement, ord tbe 
lswe of Giy : erreff in tuilding Churches, tut ſiightirg, if ret 
{a there is to9 Macy Cake of jralew y of many of their builders) reſuſing 
that fone For the forndation:, and bed c} te corner, which God bath leid in Sion 
for that purpoſe 5 too much like (though it may be beped, not ſo much owt of or- 
d:r, &) [(rael 0] old, Wo woe, forgetting Urs maker, Ard counting toe greet 
tdin's of bis Law (even Chriſt ibs end of tbe Lew, and the kxow!cdye of God 
in Chriſt and lis rig9teou wneſſe, the things witn ſed in the Lew and Prephets) as 
a ftrange thing ; Were yet Sealous in building 1emiles ard multiplying Mltars, 
and ſacrifices, Hof, $.11,12+-14.with ch.6.6,7. Pial. 115.22, Math.21.42. 
and 23.23. Luke1 1.42. Aﬀte4.11. with 1:4.2$.12.16, and 29.11, 

But God ggþo us rich in mercy, for ihe great leve wherewith be loved ws, even 
when we werP dead in fins, end ireſpaſſes, and that be might thereby ſh:w the exe 
eeding riches of bis grace to others, inc/ined bis beart more ailligently to enquire 
into the great things ef bis Lew, (or dofrine) ſummed up in the teſtimony Ged 
dathgiven of Chriſt, and gave bim to perceiv? 1be faiibſulnejſe of that ſaying, 
that Fe(us Coriſt came into the world 16 ſave ſinners. By the light of which be 
kemed ts relinquiſh the former epprebenſions be bad of Chriſt, and 0 of other 
perſons, and things «fter tbe fl:ſ, or as that teccheth : and 10 account tiſſe, end 
cung for Chriſt 3 nd for the excellency the kewl: dye of bim, juch things, as 
before were pain to bim; that be might fartber win bem, and be founi in him. 
And [ſo in r«c<iving bis wird, as ihe word of God, ar nv1 of men, Clift (as tes 
ſlified in the jcriprures, the ſon of Ged, the Savicur of the world) b:came precis 
ou to bim, And bevirg tcſte'', that the Lord is graci:us (to whom comming, 6s 
to a living ſtone, di(clowed indeed of men, but cbo[en of Ged and precious be allo, 
« a lively ſtone was therein built up in him, and |o mate of the Piritwal! houſe, 
end boly Prieſthsod, to «ffer up ſpiritual {acrifices eccepteble 19 God, by Jejus 
Chriſt ) the love of Chriſt conſtrained him with much earneſtneſſe, to perjwade 
ond beſcech others to be reconciled 10 God, and to (cche belp in the neme of Gad in: 
Chriſt, to warne the unruly, comfort the ſeeble-minded, ſupport the weake, to be 
patient towards «l! men, in meekneſſe inſtrutiing them that oppoſe themſelves : 
ond 19 (9641 c0% and ſtir up ſuch, as bad believed through grace, to abide in him 

2 65 


my 0 


= 


CC TTY 


<a JS.” 32” SAN Tris tr II oen—_— 7 Av, 2+ + 
my ma | k 
—_ SO = OY 


— a—_ 


a 


OE Eo. Cz 
- HS ATTY - 


-  —— ki... ooo « 


*..* 2 
=O 025 oe Ione emanate ad... _— ——— 
= 24,0 ne we Po Lp nur 


--— 


_ 


—— 


-—- _— 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


as they bad receiv?d bim, and to provoke them to love, and 290d works and ſo t 
belp forward, and ſtrengthen the bearts, end bands of the fellow-belpers 14 the 
truth, As one that had bis beart |eaſoned with thoſe principles of certainty, and 
truth, that one died for all, (o effettudlly with the father that all bave died in that 
death of one, as «l! hav? ſinned, and death paſſed on them, in and 5» the fin of one, 
And that be therefore die for all, that they w14ich live in their (everaf eves, by 
the grace of God, bi inging [aivaiion t2 them, ( as it doth to all men in dys time ) 
ſhould not benceforth live ro themſelves, but to bim tbat dycd for them, and roſe a+ 
gain; knwing alſo in thas hnew!edge 6f the gream: ſſe, and truth of Gods prace in 
Chrift to manward, the wiſpeckable terror of the Laid cg 6irſt theſe that wit nt 
krow bim, 6;1t are contentious, end do 19 chey the 114th, or by an evil! heart of uns 
b-lief depart from him, and g1 on in their teſp {ſe 1, erd baikslilin>s, il ti da) 
ef grace paſs, and the maſter of the bey(e be riffen up, end bave (But 19 the (+72, 
And in this bis earneſt (ething, the good of all, and the edifyi;1 of the Bly of 
Chriſt: be ws mu » ſtirred wp, eſÞ!cialy in Dis latter days 1 preſs for mars (ol. 
tafvir im the Cr: P. with them that did bi n, and ecknowle de toe grace f Gd 
in truth, and ſo calor, the Lord out of a fure beart, And that fucd ſhould jon te 
gether, ae the brart of one man, for the promoting 1h:t drſignts To which Furfoſe, 
be moved ity as sf grect edvanta7s, and very neceſſary ; that brethren in the Gy'« 
pel ſhould often path:r together, as they might have opportunity frag divers parts 
20 com[ult one with ar,cthery and 1:3,cther with rhe Scriptares and the teſtimany of 
God concerning Chriſtos contain: in them ; bow they migbt walk, and ſtrive tt 
gether in more joint order for for the faith of the G:fpe0. This though muc) upn bis 
Piirit, to bus Latter end. Tet was 109 little confilered by w. Our vereral dulneſs 
cud loſs of our firſt love, by wandering out of the way of underſtanding, made w in- 
ſencible, both cf the edvantcge 10 beqanenet within ſuch endeavouring to beep the 
unity of the ſpirit in the bond if peace, ard (ſo (eehing the Lord, and bis things, and 
therein the thirgr, and good of others after the du? order, and al/y of the neceſſe 
ty of it, eſpectelly in theſe evill times, It ſeem: d to me, that Gods rem viry this 
inſtrument, in the midſt of bis deys, and while bis pirit was ſo ean.fily (et, for 
the promoting, and car:viry en (+ 250d a worke, end yet it was ſo lintle efprebend- 
ed, or conſidered by us; bad in it apreat repreofe of eur duineſſe, end a lewd voice 
( ſignifying neceſſity of timely ;iftening to it) to awaken w to rigbteoyſneſſe in 
ths particular 3 that ſtanding up from tbe dra, Chriſt might give us light, to 
ftrainhten cur ſteps, ard ftirergiben 1he things Wet remainr, and are ready to 6. 
It was therefore much (et upon my Brit, on tvis occaſion, 19 arply my ſelfe 10 
ſame conſideration of the voice of the rod in the(e inftrutitons. In which though 1 
met with many di comtragement in my ſelfe, from the ences of my owne weakneſſe, 
a allo from [ome other conſiderations yet I cexld not with any ſatirfaflion in my 
ene ſpirit, wave toe propounding (ometting of my weake af preberſions, (if 
thereby 1 mit by any m:anes flir up others, mare able, and fit, to ſet their 
brarts and bands 19 the workee ) Which having done at the funeral of our 
decesſed 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


deceaſed Brother. I was earne'tly requeſted once and again by our Siſter the 
Widow of the Aeceaſed (who alſo ſignified it to be the earne(t deſire of others.) 
This way to makg more publick, what Thad then delivered ; unto which, 
though with (vine # awiling eſſe at the firſt, being ſenſible of the weakneſſe, 
and confuſion of my own apprehbenſions of theſe things 3 yet I was perſwaded, 
thus further to ow my wen hrege : Beſecchins my Brethrea to help me, es 
they may ſee my need. And a 4 their more profitable endeavours, to the in= 
frufting, and tirring vp Belervers, to ſeek, the Loyd after the due order, to 
ftrive togeeher for the faith of the Goſpe!), a; becomes it, and in nothing texy;< 
fyed by our adverlariess Ec Tt which, that the Loyd in his mercy may 
farther dire? us, and make profitable his judgments, and theſe meane en- 
deavours of putting to mind the voyce of them to that purpaſe, is the deſire 
of the mo't unworty of a1 that have recerved mercy. 


Lynn, July 27, 1559. Tho. Moore Junior. 


$$$ÞÞ>$ÞÞÞHH $0 $HHÞS$PHs 


A TABLE of the principall Heads of 
the following Diſcourſe. 


" A Fer ſome general! cont:deration of the fiumme, and ſcope of the 
Text and ini{truftion trom it, to kear the Rod. Pag.l. & 2, 

And a breif veiw of the parts of the I cxt, (71z.) an evil ot punith- 
ment bewailed, and an evil of fin acknowledged as the cauſe 5 with 
ſome hints ot the difference between the manner «4 that correction, 
and of this; and yet how this Text ſuites our occaſion. pag. 3. 

Theſe initruttions arc opened, 

1 Such Providence, arc great Breaches upon a People, 

2 TheLord is tke maker of ſuch Breache:, 

3 The realon, or procuring cauſe, is our own iniquities, yea uſu- 
ally there is found in it great neglects, and diſorder in Gods people, 
Iniquities in their holy things. 

4 Yet the Lord is vur God, when ſo proveked, and while fo pun- 
iſhing us. 

1 Such providences are Breaches. And there, 

* x What pruvidences, ©* 2 Huw they are Breaches, and on 
whom. 

«© 1 The providences are ſuch, as in which righteous Mcn arc 

A 3 taken. 


Rats of (ond pagh, on y* other folk forf 


TH ABLE, 


& x Toſeck, and acknowledye him in his vaye* # ages 28,29, 

« 2, Alwayes ficſt,and cheitly romind tht yreaier, or mers weighty 
matter? And who fought hin nor alter the te eccder «ccurding to 
theſe conhiderations, IC [f95 2), 35 315 32, 33, 

& 2 To ck him in ihe preparation, ni {22d fication of his 
Senctuary 

I. In the inficyNion of Itif 2547, » IGs P4235 533 343 35: 

I I. In the encouragemert, and thiengt th of 57, f42es 35, 36, 

L1H. Ina cordiall contcil:'n, id ack ow wiedgmenrt ct it, P+37:38. 

I V. In hearty union topert er 17; 11, 

Firlt, The Perſons With vaiucn, Weare to aws!!, an walk in the 


LL . 
Anaimncee, 


unity of the fpiric.. TT LHR 2 [23S 39, 40: 
Then the unity of the ſpi:it in whict {ch are to dwell, and walk 
tog:ther, 
1 Union of Jove. 2 Uni-a of min, or 0:trne. 43 Of way, 
4 Otaccor!, 5 Union of iellowtiip. pages 41-425 423 443 45: 
Who thcy arc that (eek bim not {ter the due der according to 


theſe con'iderations. Sce it under tour Heade, [ag 46:47 48. 
Particular applicaiion under three Heads, pa%. 49,50,51,52- 
The particular veiw of the cvils un:o which the acknowledgment 

in the Text is applycd, page 53. 
For applying that to our ſelves, Thele contiderations propounded, 
1 \Who arc the holy Prciſthood nnder the Gufpel!, 2 What's 


their charge. 3 How they ſhould be fenitited ry ic. 4 What order 


1S$ to be obſervcd in the mannagement of it. 1 Who are the Preiſt- 
hood. ; P4gs 545 553 50 

2 Their Service. © 1 Inrefpet of the Perfons ty whom it is to 
extend, pag. 56, 57+ 


* 2 Az to the manner of their ſervice, not in Tipes, and pattcrng, 

but in the truth, in the ſpirit, in the Heavenly things themfrlves. 

pag. 57 58, 59. 

1. To keep, and bzare the truth of the former Tipes, and pattzing, 

as come forth, in, and by Chriſt ; where what ie is, and how they are 

to keep, and beare it. tee pages 59,60,61,62463,64465s 

LI. To ther is committed the keeping, and charge ot huly, and 

devored things, and perſons. paces 66, 67+ 
3 How they ought to be ſanftified to this ſervice, 

” 1 There is a previous ſanQification necdtull to lit for It ; And 


how U12* anfu;cri co theirs under the Law. page 68. 
What it 15 as to the meanes by which cftefed. page 69» 
As to the natiire of the work. page 70s 


At 


THE T ABLE, 


taken away untimely. pages. 

And there is propotel. IT. What manner of Perſons they are whute 
untimely removall is tuch a Judgement, pag. 4, 53 & 6. 

[1. What nianner of removail © fuch, is fo to be apprehended, 

pag by 7, $z & 9. 

& 2 What manner of Breaches ſuch providences make, and on 
whom. pages 9, 10 11, 12. 

2 The Lord is the maxcr of ſuch Breaches. And there, 

How he is the Author of the evill of puniſhments, or correQRions 
for lin. And how that evidences him co have no hand, or heart in 
the fin. lce pages 13, 14. 

Corceftions of (in, of ewo forte, ſome by evill inſtruments, ot which 
God is more remotely the A:thor. The Anthor of the puniſhment on 
the party p:nithed, bur not of che lintull ation in the inftrumene. 

Pages Thy 15» 

There are other: more dircAaly from his own hand, ot which (orc 
this. Some uſe of this, pages 16, 17, 18. 

3 The reaſon, or precuring caule is our own iniqtites, ec, 

Some generall demonſtration ot this by other Scriptures. Ae, 

Ezek, 33. with other Scriptures, pages 18, 19, 
1Core 11, 29, 30, 3le- pages 19, 20, 21, 22, 

The particular contideration of the evill of tin mentioned in the 
Text, as the reaſon of the Judgement. 

That is fir(t contidered, az a generall expreſſion of any way of ini- 
quity that may be fignift.d in the ſe'r1ce of the wards 3; And then veiw= 
ed, as particularly ap»lyed in the Text, 

In the firſt, There are fone conliderations propounded of the dire 
order after which the Lord is to b= fought by us, 

1 There is an 0:dcr Ot preced.ncy in the natire worth, and good- 
neſs of things ater which, lome arc to be fought, rather than, yea with 
aneglett of others. Ani to to eek the Lord altcr the duc order, as 
with refecence to ocher things that are nor the Lordyis co {eek him firſt, 
ad ſo as with a neglect of all other things for him. ſages 22, 23. 

2 There is an order in the tine, and caufes of the ihin;z; that ereio 
de preferred 2nd in a lence cqualiy to be fought 3 Aire hich ſome 
things arc tu l- lunght hilt thar crher things may be {ounc, and at» 
nined, in, aid throvg'y them. Art fo what it iS to folk the Lord after 
the due order, as with reizrence to the things of the Lord, and ro be 
lought in him. ſce pages 243 25, 26, 47 

3 There is an order of regularnefe to be ubſerved inthe manner of 
our ſeeking. To walk acc.rding to the rule alread ; delivered, 23 thas 
is grounded yporr,and opened by the word of !he beginning of Chriſt, 


page 28, 6G z 19 


THE TABLE, 


As to the ſeale, and contirmation of ir, - pages 71,72: 
© 2 There is a daily ſanftification allo necdfull to render them 
acceptable, and prolitable, anil how anſwering to the legall, and 


tipicall. : {ec page 72. 
I. To lay aſide, and put off thofe flihinMſe: of fleſh, and lpiri 
moving and riſcing up in Gur leiyer from the old man. page 73. 


I 1. To come out from among it, an. be feparate trom unclean per= 
ſons, and fellowſhips. And how that is to be underſtood with a cau- 
tion againſt keeping, or ſhutting out ignurant, or unclean perſons 


from us 3 according to Fey. 15. _—_ lce pages 745 75 
© 3 Thereisan acc dentall f:nfrin-ation, or a renewing of ſan&i- 
fication on occaſion ot P Iutions happening. pages 760477» 78. 


4 What order is to be ob{crved in the mar,nagement uf their affairs; 
and to that, ſome conſideration ut the Icviticall oder, propoſed un» 
der threc hcads. pages 78, 79, $0. 

And then a veiw of the order under the Golpell it tornc aulwes 
rablencflc. And there, 

© x1 How the holy Preilthood, are to miniſter cach in their place, 
and according to their pilts, with fome caution abu Wocemen, 

pages SO, S1, $2, $3, $4, $5. 

c« 2 Who are appointed to goe betourc uthcrs inthis minittrarion; 
and how. paces $5, $6, $7. 

&© g Howallarepivento Chrilt, Cthe great Maſtcr 4 all, he Apo» 
{tle and high Preiſt of our protcilion_) co depend on him, and receive 
togciher their inſtructions, and direftions trom him, as Jlivered al» 
rcady,in the Apoſtles NoCtrine,aud Conmmandments. pag. $8, $9. 

Who they arc, that ſeek him not atter the Cue order, according 


to theſe coniiderations, under 6 Heade. pag-$9,90,91,92- 
Some generall application of this to our ſelver. pages 92 93« 
To the Younger. page 93, 94- 


Particular 2pplicition of it ap 
vs : Lt To the E\vers, * page 94 95+ 
4 That yct the Lord is our God while fo puniſhing to, page 96. 


Breifly opened and applyed under {-vcrali Heads in the following 
Pages. 
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There are ſome materiall faults have eſcaped the Corre(/or, eſpecially it 
the fir't three Sheets, which the Reader is deſired to mend with his pen, or get 
mended, ( as be is direcied in the latter «#4 » the Bo ke ) 1o facilitate the ut 
der\tanding of what he rea1c:;. 


Breach 


(1) 
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Breach upon Breach, 


OR, 

An acknowledgment of Fudicial Breaches, 
made upon us, procured by ſinful Breaches 
found amongſt us, with Inſtruction, Admo- 
nition, and Encouragement, yet to turn to 
him that ſmites us, as the ſum of it was de- 
lrvered at the Funeral of Mr. Jeremie 
Colman, February 18. 1658. in ſome ex- 
planation of that acknow.edgment of Da- 
vid, 1 Chron. 15. 3. 

The Lord our God made a Breach upon us; for 
that we ſought him not aftcr the due Order, 


—— — 
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He text contains the ſum of the inſtr..ti. n, which 
d Dad received from Gods chaftif: men, in ta« 
king avay Vzzah by a fudgen ftroke vpon his 
& touching the Ark , and that which ke gives as 
LS the reafvur: of his calling the Prickts and Levites, 
to fanitific themiclyes, that they wight bring 
up the Ark, &c. 

V\ iſe men will hear the Rid , and who hath 
appointed jt, and in fuch hiaring, ſhall {ce his name, ard {ze the 
Infcuctions of it (eulul hoiwe and open:d to thery in fuck cor: che 
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(2) | / 
on, being ſo exerciſed by thew, Mich. 6. 9. Zeph. 5.27. Jer. 2: 30, 
Lieb. 12.11. 

[is not patience under affli tions, to be inſenfible of Gods hand 
and regardleſs of what it means , bur on the other hand, a lign of 
great wickedneſsand hardneſs, not tocry when he bindes us with 
the cords of his affiiticn, not to be grieved and athamed when he 
ſtrikesu?, not to ſee and lay it to hearr, when his hand is lifted up, 
eſpecially in ſuch 31dgements, yea thi-,that iniqui y, that heaps up 
more wrath, ng Proctres farther ſtrcoke*, and great j1dgemente, 
Fob. 36. 13. fer. 5. 3,6. Iſa. 25. 11. and 57. 1 Zeph. 3. 2.5. 

I know its ton generally in high accuunt with men, even with 
many protcſsing gudlineſc, it goes underthe name of a great virtue, 
and ſtrengrh of taith arid patience, and a note of having much rejoy« 
City in the Lord ; To paſs under fich Tiftings up of Gods hand with» 
out inte, wor rather inftead of being h11. bled under them, to paſs 
over then lightly, as it they felrnothing, not wiſely conſidering 
the Work of tle Lord , nor minVing, er atending to know the 
mcaning ol ſuch vices, 

Bu chuugh with men this may go fora virtue, and anote of great 
trength, yet with Gud irs reputcd as a note of great wickedneſs and 
hardneis as we have ſe.n, Yea doubtleſs, That rejoycing which is 
truly in the Lor1,and in which heisgloriffcd in, and glotifel by ug, 
it hath in it always a true ſenſe, and acknowledgement of our own 
vileneſ+ and fins, With a $eadineſs to judge, and take ſhame to our 
telver, that ſo he may be therein juſtihed in his ſayings, and ren+ 
dred cl: er equal, and righte- us in hi- juilgements, a+ Pſal. 51. 3, 4- 
Hence Fol wah inftrufts Achan to give glory to Cod, in contelling his 
Jin, Jiketo v hich is Feremies inftrution and councel, - 13. 15» 
18. VWhence allo contelling Guds name, and euontelling our fins, 
knowing every one the P age of his own heart, are put one for ano» 
ther, 1 Kings $. 33+ 35+ With verſes 38. 46. 4$. The latter bcing in 
thi« furmer, as alto 18 lieniticd, I Job I.7. 9. 

And ſoihs paticnce and comlort of the Scriptures 1* {uch, as in 
wich the heart is exerciſed ander, and by the tryals and zffiilons, 
to 2 filent and digilent locking unto the Lord, a quick appretentt- 
wn of diff'calure when teſtified, falling down under it, and awaking 
1 {rarc' and try our waye?, that we may underſtand the mcaning of 
the voice, even where yet we fee it not, Thatſo we may not fail of 
tl.c grace of Gud, 

Inthe Texr we have, 1, An evil of puniſhment, a heavy -aflicti« 
on, and correion bewailed, yet taken out of Go.!s hand. The Lord 
0.r God hath made a Breach upon 11:8, 

2. Anevil of fin, a wiltull iniquity, ncgl:&, and diſorder _ 
an 


- 


(3) 
and acknowledged, as found with them the Survivcr:, and as deing 
as on their parts the procuring cauſe of the judgement , for that ws 
fought him not after the due order, 

In both parts it affords us much inſtrufti mn ſuitable ro our preſent 
occaſion, though there is ſome difference between the manner of the 
corceion or j1!gement, occaltoning the lamentation and acknows= 
Idgement in the Text, and that now to be berrailed by ug, ( 

That was the cutting off an uſeful member by a {udden (tr. ke, the 
taking away from us one probably more uſeful! by p:ning licknels, 
like that threatned, Iſa. 38. 2. 

That was in lignal teſtimony of diſpleaſure, not onely to the Sure 
vivers,. but alſo to him that was cur ff, which is more then can be 
aid of this. Vcathis was by lickneſs, 23 may be ſuppoſed, occafio- 
ned by, and tor the work of Chriſt, if not alſo to {upply ſome neg= 
Ie and lack of ſervice on others part, for which ke ought to be 
held in greater reputation, as Phyl, 2. 29, 30. 

Yer hath icnut in ic the [cſs buc the more ſignal teſtimony of dif- 
pleaſureto us. And huwever this Text ſuits our occaſion ; it being 
not a declaration or mention of the corre&tion in that Froke to Vt 
zþ, but of the correction in it to themſclves, and an acknowledge- 
ment not of his, bur theic own iniquitics, negleCts, and diſorders, 
28 the reaſon and procuring cauſe of it to them. Now Dayvi4 could fee 
that as the main rcalon, and chiefly to be conſidered and acknows 
ledyed by thew, whereftore God was angry with Vzzah; as fome- 
times alſo Gud was angry with M'ſes for the Peoples fake, by whom 
alſo he was provoked to ſpeak unidviſedly, Numb. 20. 10, 12. Dent. 
1.37. and 3. 26. Pſalm 106.32, 33. Sv here, though at che ticft, when 
David wasangry he didnurt f{olec it , ( haſtingſſof (piric” exalts fol- 
ly, Prov. 14. 29.) Ita; pears not that he obſerved any more then,but 
a Breach upon Vzzah, 1 Chroz. 13. 11. Yetnow he acknow!edgeth, 
Their not being lanttih.d ater the Sanftification of the ſanftuary, 
vorſecking the Lord at erthe d1e order, as not cnely the principal 
0ccati.on of Tz24's erre ur ct raſhneſs,bi t alſo as that which provoked 
the Lord to make this breach upon Uzzubh which now he bewails as 4 
Breach chictly np-1 them, and procured by their owner iniquitic*, 
Which inftr (tions of wifdom being (cen and heard in quiet as {cclef, 
9.17, ) a5 writ up", and fpoken by the Red, provoke, and ftic 
limup, to ferx healing ina riphe way; Better is the end of a mp 
ting, then the begi! nirg 3 Butter the patient in Spiric, then the 
taſty ; Be nov haſty in thy Spiric ro be anvry, Feecleſ. 7. $, 9. The 
inftnQions ſer bt. ro us inchistioxt , and ſeatorable tw be contidered 
of uw. Ar, _-_ 

1 Such Providenccs, @ Brezc'1c* male, or do make B each:s great 
B 2 .and 
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(4) 
and grievous B:caches upon a people, 

> The Lord is the maker of ſuch Breaches, 

3 Thereaſon or.procuring cauſe of ſuch j1dgements from the 
Lord is our own iniquities, yea uſually there is found befides the 
mo-e general evils, ſome great iniquitie of neglc& and diſorderr, 
in Gods people, the holy Pricſthood, yea iniquities and polutions 
in their holy thing:, agthe in-ler to, and procuring cauſe of ſuch 
judgen-ents on themie!ives and others, 

4 Yer the Lord is our God, when fo provoked by fach iniquiries, 
and while ſo puniſhing us; there js yet forgiveneſs with him and 
help in him, that he may be fearcd, and hoped in by us while ic is 
to day z That ve may tuin cohim from whom we have deeply res 
voltcd, 

1 S:ch Providences are great and grievcas Breaches made upon a 
People here. x Conlider what Providencet. 2 How they are Brea- 
ches, or whar manner of Breaches they are, and on whom. 

3 The Providences, or j idgements under conlideration, are ſuch, 
as in which Righ:ey:s, Good, and LULoright men, are cut off, or ta« 
ken away from us in the midit of their dayes, or bctore they have fil- 
led up thcir years; or in the midſt of fome good work, in the pro- 
moting and carrying on tie deſign of Chriſt in the Werld, and eſpe- 
cially when ſuch are fo taken away as therein that generation, or kind 
of perſons arc made thin, or made to fail, as when ſuch ot them as 
were more eminently uſctul!, in gathering and k:cping others toge= 
ther in companies or cl..ſters, and in ſtirring up believers with tull 
purpule of heart to cleave tothe Lord , and ſtrive together for the 
faith of the G1ſpel aretaken away, and no athers of like uſefulneſc, 
and faithfulneſs, Ictt cr raiſed up in their ſtead, 

For more tall underſtinding and uſefulneſs of this , we ſhall con-+ 
der diſtintl!. 1 What manner of perſonsthey arc, whoſe bcing fo 
1emoved make (uch Breiches, 2 What manner of removal or taking 
away ot ſuch perfun?, is eſpecially (o to be looked upon by us. 

1 The pulvns whole being taken away and perifhing from the 
earth isfuch a wee and- afliftion, or judgement vpon others, the 
S irvivers arc in other Scriptures thus cxpreſſ.d. Ripghtcons , 2nd 
merciful men, Godly men, men of kindneſs, born cf the kindnels, 
and pity of God our Saviour towards man , and thence framed to 
{ome like mind:dneſs, Good men, men tull of the Holy Ghoſt, in 
his diſcovery and ſhedding abroad the love, and goodneſs of God in 


the teſtimony 'of Jeſus, and ſo full of faith of his operation,in which 
that goodneſs of God in Chriſt is believed , and their ſouls reſting- . 


fatisficd, and rejoycing in ir, and thence filled with all goodneſs, 
like theic Heavenly Father, ablc alſo, and therein qualified, to ad. 
moni, 
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moniſh one another, and to ſeek the good of all according to their 
capacity, Pſalm 12. 1. Iſaiah 57. 1. Mich. 7. 2. with Atts 11. 2324+ 
Rom. 15. 13, 14- Such as arercconciled co God by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
have reccived ivto their hearts that word of reconciliation , that 
God was in Chriſt reconciling the World unto himſelf, not impu= 
ting theic treſpaſſes unto them, and in reta'ning it in their hears, 
have it in ſome meaſure titted in their lips, that with it they may 
perſwade others to be reconciled co God. ( Sec farther for this the 
deſcription of riphicous and merciful men, in the lamentation over 
the dead, publiſhed on the death of Heyry ix, and of the Doers of 
good, -Doers of therruth, in the inſtr:(iGtion co the living, publiſh 
ed on the death of Elizabeth Harriſon ; in both which having ſpoken 
more largely tv this point, | torbear it here, onely his we 
add. 

Ti removing or periſhing of wicked and ungodly men, whether 
ſuch as are incenſed againſt the acknowledgement of the man Chrilt 
Jeſus, and of the excellent glory, the Father hath given him for us 
inthe ſame body in which he bore our ans on the tree, that by him 
our faith and hope might bein God , privily deſigning to caſt him 
down from his excellency : - or ſuch as are contrary tothe good of 
all men , being enemies in their minds to the riches and truth of 
Gods grace in and through Chriſt to man-ward, and therefore ſeek« 
ingto eclipſe, hinder, and caſt mire and dirt upon the ſincere Prea- 
ching of ir, as alſo upon the faithful confeſſors of iz , that hold it faft, 
and hold it forth, without hidden things of diſhoneſty. 

Or ſuch as otherwiſe in their principl-s and works deny him, or 
do not love, eſteem, and worſhip him, or come to God by hin, nor 
feek the lifting him up, but turn the grace of God in that unſpeaka- 
ble gift into wantonneſ*; turn his glory into ſhame, loving vanity, 
and ſeeking atter Iyes, I ſay the removing or cutting off tuch fron 
the earth cannot core under this conſideration, as a woe, affliti- 
en, or judgernent to the Survivers, their being fo cat off, is a heavy 
judgement to themſelves, becauſethey are therein cut off for ever, 
and driven away in their wickedneſs into utter darknef:, FromFihe 
tine of their death th:cir is a great Guli fixed , that they can never 
return to any mercy, or door of hope, but perifh for ever without a« 
ny regarding it ; which ſhould teach us not to deſire ſich a wotull 
dy, becauſe ſo wotul rothem, nor to haſten from following him 
In ſeeking their good, Fey. 17. 16. 

Bat the periſhing ot ſuch is ſo far from being a judgement of this 
nature to others, That on the other hand, as when they riſe, in- 
creaſe, or bear rule a man is hidden, Prov. 28. 12. Even the man 
Chriſt is hidden, his viſage more marred then any mans, and 

3 the 


(6) 
-the man that is godly, and ſo ſuch as are valiant for the truth, and 
have quit themſelves thereto, like men from thoſe divers entangle« 
ments, and luſts that weaken 3 They are {ovght for to be ſuppreſſed, 
kept under and hidden, yea men, nut onely iuch, but even all that 
in any ſenſe quit themſelves like men , and will not fubj:& them- 
ſclves to their principles and traditions are faine to hide themſelves : 
And thercfore thereby the people generally have cauſe of mourning, 
ſo when they peril} the righteous incicaſe, and it goeth well with 
them, and thereby che people re::ycc, and yacre is ſhouting, Sce 
Prov. 2$. 12, 2$. and 29. 2, and 11. 10. 

But they arethe righicous, even {uch as have righteoufneſs, and 
ſtrengih in the Lord, feeling it there by faith in him ," that ceaſing 
trom their own works in the light and power of kis reitimony, be- 
lieve on him that juſtiticth the ungodlv, having raiſed up Jelus onr 
Lord from the Dead, who was dclivercd tor our offences, and rai- 
ſed again for our juttification. They arc (ach, as having taſted that 
the Lord is gracious do cleave to him with fall p irpole of heart, and 
are by his goodncis retained in the midlt of their hearts, ficted, and 
apted with earneſtnefs to ſtir up others {io do. Such they are whole 
being taken away out of this lite in the fleth, is to themſelves great 
gain , whoſe removal from us is to the Survivers generally great 
Joſs ; a heavy woe and afflicticn , whether they be tcalble of it, 
or no. 

Becauſe ſuch men are through the grace in Chriſt r:ccived and re« 
tained by them in its own I ght, and power qualified to mind,and 
ſeek the promoting of the things of Chriſt in the World, and fo the 
good of uthers therein, and are therefore ſet and preicrved in the 
World to that purpoſe. To them to live is Chiiſt, it tends to the ſet» 
ting forth and magnitying him, and ſo ro the carrying on his de» 
ſign and bulinefs in the Wor!d ; To die is to the!) (ilves gain and 
advantage, but thatreaches bur to chemfclves ; and to the aſtſiction 
and judgement in the removal of {nch is gr:atcr, as they Were more 
one with him i» his dcltgn, not fecking their own things, but the 
things which be Je{us Chritte, 

2 Themanner o removing, or taking away of (nc! perfons, that 
is eſpecial]; tobe looked upon by us, 45 fiich a wor and atflition In 
which.evil Breaches are made nponus; It is not ling ly, or onely 
their bring taken away by deail!, f ir it+ appointed to 111en,the whole 
kind, once to» dic, and that firlt death 3s fo abul-1::cd , the Ringand 
wrath {v t-ken our of ir, thatrny man (ſhall poarita or be holden tors 
ever ii that, nor is It 1th wr <| {imply a judgemen: in wrath or an» 
per to themiclves,or others for :ny man once to dic. Bu w! cn death 
{cizes ther, or they are {neck away by it unle2;unubly vs before the 
c1Me 
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time, or when it is in ſome ſignal teſtimony of diſpleaſure, then it 
ixa correCtion or judgement cither to themlelves oro others, or to 
both. 

Now that men may dic before their time, that they may ſhorten 
their dayes though they cannot lengthen them , or that the thort- 
ning.or cutting them off in the midit, or before the appointed time, 
may by ſome weans be procured to them, is evident in the Scripture : 
There is ( ſaith 705 ) an appointed time to man upon carth the 
number of his Mouncths or Dayes ere with God, beyond which he 
cannot paſs. Alſo his. dryes are like the daycs of an hiccling*C Of 
which a forfeiture may be mad: to the (hortning them. )) Therefore 
he Caith, All the Dayes of of his appointed time he would wait till 
his change came ; ( not haſfing his end as he was councelled by his 
wife, Chap+2. 9. ) And begs of God to tura from him (namely his 
wrath, or not tofet his iniquities before him, his ſecret ſins in the 
light of his conntenance, at Pſz/»r 99. 7, $,9. ) That he might reſt, 
{or be (pared a liccle to recover ſtrength, and not conſumed, or cut 
effby the blow of his hand, as Pſalm 39. 10, 13. ) till he ſhould ac- 
compliſh as an hircling his day, 7ob.7. 1.and 14. 5, 6. 14. Ste al- 
ſothat caution Eecleſ. 7. 17. Why ſhouldit thou die betore thy time. 
(flike import to this purpoſe is that ſaying of Hezekizh. That in 
hecutting off his Dayes threatned, he was deprived of the relidue of 
bit years, his age was departed from him, he had cut off like a Wea- 
er his life, Iſaiah 39. 10.12, 

Yea we find that both good and righteous men, and alſo wicked 
nd ungodly men may be cut off, and dic bctore their appoinced 
me, 

Bit this difference is alvzayes to be obſerved. 

The cutting off wicked and ungodly men is alvwaycs mentioned 
825 idgemen” upon themſelves, ſuch as in which they are utterly 
mw off trom a!] hope, & driven away in their wickcdnefs; bit not asa 
julgment or cvil breach, r wo to the furvivers. Yea rather ſuch pro- 
idencesare mentioned, as having tavor and mercy in them towards 
vers fro:m among whom ſuch are cur off: As Say! being c ting off, 
"in wrath to liimlclf, but in mercy to Tſrael. S » Abit phel,and Jus 
l:5cat off 'n j id gerent to themſelves ; bit there being cut off, was 
evil breach u7 »n others, bur cn the other hand 2 lignal mwifeſtz= 
im of Gods taking part with the righteous, and pleading their cauſe 
kr the good of others;forhar doom generally threatned on fuch men, 
uput forth their hands agaivſt thoſe that be at peace with them, break 
fe covenant, are bloody, and deceitful men, as Fudas, Abitophel, and 

ere, that they (h4] nor live outhalt their dayes, Pſalm 55. 20,23. 

mentioned as Gods faichtulneſs and mercy to the righteous tor 
their 


(8) 
their ſuſtaining, and that they may not be moved by their affli&ionz 
they ſoffer from ſuch, and by the general proſperity of ſuch,as ſome. 
times David almoſt was, Pſalm 73. 

Whereas when ever the cutting off righteous and good men in the 
mid(t of cheir dayes, or depriving of the reliduc of their years, is 
ſpoken of, irs alwayes mentioned as an evil breach, a heavy wo and 
jadgement to the ſurvivers procured by their iniquities, yea though 
ſomerimes ſuch providences have in them ſome preſent correftion 
to themſclves fo cut off, for ſome error or miſcarriage in which they 
have not ſanRificd him before others, as in the caſe of Moſes, Joſh, 
and here Vzz4h ; and that threained on Hezekjah yer, Firſt, That 
correftion is not in wrath, or ſuch as in which they are cut off from 
God, or from their hope, onely from their further opportunity of 
praiſing him to the living , and fo of bringing torth more fruit that 
might appear on their account at the day ot Chriſt, which is a pre+ 
ſcnt correfion and afflition to a gracious ſoul , though the end of 
corrections to them , and redounds to their own private gain and 
advantage. 

Again ſecondly, God would never ſo corre them for ſuch er- 
rours, by cutting them off in the midlt of their dayes, and depriving 
them of the reſidue of their years, if he had not a controverſie with 
othere, the people from whom luch arc moved and taken : It was 
forthe Peoples ſakes that God was angry with Moſes, and took him 
away ( as before we ihewed ) fo ic was in judgerr ent, and wrathup- 
on Feriſalem, and {or their grievous fins ard rbcllions, that God 
Correfted Joſiah for his raſhnefs by cutting him cff. See the whole 
book of the Lamentations. 

Likewiſe for the iniquities ſound with the Corinths, even theie 
that yet ſurvived, for theic not ſo diſcerning the Lords body, as to 
examine and jadge themſclves in the inſtrutions and reproots of it, 
many trom among, them (Iep', or were taken away by death, in dil- 
pleaſure tothe reft, 1 Cory 11. 30. And ſich are the providences 
in which God is making cvil breaches upon a people, and aheyare 
ſzch breaches and judgements to the ſurvivers, whether there were 
any correction or diſpleaſure teſtified unto them t2ken away, ornoz 
when ſuch as before good an righteous men are cur off inthe 
midſt of their daye-, or deprived of the relidue of their years, as n 
that threatned on Hezekjah, Iſaiah, 3S. and as it may Ieem on Da» 
vid, Pſalm 39. 10, 13. 

O: when by ſome tudden froke, or in fignal teſtimeny of dil- 
pleaſure, they arc cut ctf in the midit of fome gocd work 3 they ha 
been eminently inflirumental in brginning, and promoting, as Moſes, 
Joſah, ard here Uizah, Hyecitlly when Giles of like uſefulnes 

an 


(9) 
and faithfulneſs are not found ſurviving, or timely raiſed uy in their 
fiead, yea however they are taken away though in a good 01d age 3 
yet when that kind or generation of men perith, and decay from a- 
mong nien, that they are ſo many the fewer, as there is taken away 
by death. And eſpecially when fuch as were chicfly inftrumental ter 
ſtirring up othersro ſeek the Lord, and with f1ll purpoſe of heart to 
cleave to him, and ſo tor gathering and keeping others in cluſters, 
fail from among men ; thar its hard to finde one in fuch a ſenſe goed 
andupright, bur all are (eeking their own things, and not the things 
which be Jeſus Chriſt-. Thcle are the providences and breackes un- 
der conlideration, in which Gcd is muking evil breaches, cxccuting, 
fad judgements on the (urvivers, 

2 We come next to confider what manner of breaches, ſuch pre - 
vidences do make, and on whom, 

1 Thcy are breaches made in the Wall, or Hedge, or do make 
{uch breaches. 

1 Upon all gencrally in the Nations, Places, and Families,amon it 
whom they had their converſation , and from amongſt whom they 
arc taken. 

To the making «way for Gods anger to be poured out in defola- 
ting j idpements to the deſttuftion or cutting cff a people, or in fer;= 
ding ftrong deluſions to them, and leaving them to their own hear:s 
luſts, that they night be damned, Pſalm 78. 50. Iſaiah 59. 4, 15. 
and 64. 7. Jer. 5.1. For while they are preterved amor.glt men. 
They arc («89 feck the Peace, and good of all men,to make fi p! - 
cation?, prayers, and interceiſions tor all men, that they may be fſa- 
ved, co ſtand in thegap to keep (ﬀ judgen ens; and the effcEtual 
fervent prayer of the righteou: availech much, yea, by the excrciſc 
of their wiſdome in the knowledge of God in Chriſt , they though 
poor and defpifed, are made inſtruments of delivering the place and 
Cicy v hece they live ; Therefore their perithing ttom the carth, is 4 
hen and tore-runner of greater evils and j dgments to come, it not 
timcly prevented by turningto him that (rites, 

2 To the leaving evil and ungodly men at liberty, without fenfe 
or controlc to run ov, and prevail alſo with their ungod'y princi- 
ples anJ works, as Pſalm 12. When the godly man ceateth , and 
faithful ones tail tro » among the children of men, then thev , the 
children of men ſpeak vanity every one with his neighbour, with a 
flattering lip and double heart do they (peax, encouragirg them= 
ſelves to prevail with their Lip, Werd, or DoQiine : For fay thev ; 
Who is Lord overus ? Who th ll con'role, or hinder us, or (&, P GU; 
mouths ? Thegolly and taithtul being tailed trom among them,uho 
It ſcems had power in their ripht words and works C which arc for= 
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(10) 
cible ) co ſtop the mouths of Gain-ſayers I and hinder the Preva« 
lency and ſpreading of their Lip, even by found Dotrine, witneſ- 
{:cdaiſoin a good converſation in Chrilt, for they would not ſeek 
todo it by a worldly power it they had opportunity , nor by the 
wrath of man. 

Yea it followes in the cloſe of the Pſalm, Rill as the iffac of this 
jadgment : Thewicked walk on every hd: , when the vileſt men are 
exalied. So Iſaiah 57. 3, 4+ with Mich. 7. we read, That on the pe- 
rithing of the righico.s & good men trom the earth,the ſeed of the ſor« 
cereſs, of the Adulterer , and Whore, {porc themſelves, and draw 
out a wide mouth 3 they rcj1yce to do evi With both hands, ecar- 
neſtly lay ing in wait for blood, hunting every man his brother with 
a net 3 encouraging themſelves now elily co prevail over thoſe nee 
dy and feeble ones, that arc lighing under Gods judgments , and to 
blot out their name trom undec heaven,that ic beno more a hindrance 
reproof,and check to them : For if the tounJationsbe deſtroyed, ſay 
they, what can the righteous do ? But our Rock is now like theirs, 
our toundation and ſantuary is one, and cannot be deſtroyed, our 
God is in his holy Temple 3 The Lords Throne is in Heaven: A 
glorio1s high Throne 15 the place of our ſanftuary , Pſalm 11. Fer, 
17. 125 13» h 

Therctore rejoyce nt againſt me, Oh mine enemies, ſaith Michah, 
Sap. 7. 9. When I fall, I hall ariſe, becarfe the Lord: liveth, who 
:*theRock of my falvation, and will bea light to me, even when 
200d men are perithed from the earth, and in that reſpe&t I am made 

tit in darkneſs, 1 Sam. 22. 47.nd Pſal. 18. 1, 2, 3, 46. with Mich. 
- 5,8, 0. even 10 thetrue believer of Gods tcltimony, excrcifing 
t1ich in Chrilt acco:ding to it, hath yet encouragement in the Lord 
tie (3:0, 

B it evil and ungodly men take liberty, and rejoyce to do evil 

' a* betore ) buaiting themſelves of their hearts detire , and encou- 
r19i'ng themielvcs in hope of prevailing, upon the cealing of faithful 
wen from amony{t them , tor while they were preſerved among 
them 3 They wae by the word of Tile put in their heart, held forth 
m word and cunvalation uno them, and amorgſt them, as a fenced 
Brazen Wall ; againſt which, though fighting, they could never pre* 
vail, Bit they the taithtul or upright ones, were mighty through 
(3 d by clic power of vhcir word, to turn their waters or dofrines 
into tHod, that men cord not drink thew, or not find reſt and con» 
ren in them, for the Lord was with them, as a mighty, and terrible 
Oe, making their witneſs held torth in word and converſation to- 
gether, fo powertull az was afticmed of Feremie of old, Fer. 1. 7+ 10) 
i=, 18, 19.and 15, 19, 20, 21. With chap, 6. 27, 28, 29, 309» And 
might 
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might not be altogether unduely applyed here. 

2 Such providences are alſo as breachet, in the hedge, wall, or 
' fence to ſuch as are left of Gods peculiar people, even to the flock of 
God, the Church, or Congregation , that he hath gathered or re- 
deemed from among men, through that excellent price the precious 
blood of Chriſt, ſer before them and opened to them, by the tpiric in 
the Goſpel. 

1 To the laying them open to be waſted, ſpoiled, and troden 
down by Bores and wild Beaſts, in the likene's of men, who now 
will enter in amongſt them wichour let or hindrance to corrupt and 
deftroy, 1 know, ſais Paul, that after my departure ſhall grievous 
Wolves cnter in among you, not ſparing the flock, alſo of your own 
ſelves (hall men ariſe tpcaking perverle things to draw away Diſci- 
les after them, Ads 20. 29, 30. 

While ſuch powertull and taichful inſtruments are continued with 
and amongſt the flock, they are mighty through God,to the keeping 
out and. driving away ſuch hurttull Wolves, and falſe brethren 
that come to bring into bondage, to whom they will not give place 
by ſubjeftion tro them; no not for an hour, that the truth of 
the Goſpel may continue with the flock of God, over whom the 
Holy Ghoſt hach made them overſeers, and that it may therefore and 
ſo remain with them, that it may be held forth by them for the 
good of others, 

They b-ing furniſhed with that faithful word, the word of recon= 
cliation, the preaching peace by Jcſus Chriſt, he is Lord of all, with 
which they are able through G »d to top the mouths of gain-ſayers, 
and of ſuch vain and unruly talkers, and fo to hinder them in their 
enterprize of ſubverting wholc l:ouſcs, being thereby fully inftructcd 
and fir:ngthned toevery good word and work. 

Ther removal therefore is an evil breach tro the letting in ſuch oo 
waſte and deſtroy this Vine, Pſa! $0. 13. Iſaiah. 5. 

2 Allo to the letting ot or adminiſtring occi1ton of diſheartning 
to the weak and wavcrins, leaving then as without watch or guar.!, 
tothcir aptneſs to take vffcnce and ſtumble at they know not what 3 
and fo to turn away their cars from the truth, and be tambled alide 
to fables, ſuch as did watch over them and feck to heal, help , and 
fireng hen them at all occaſi n*, being removed and failing from 
them. Many will be eats cnticed to follow the Pern cioyus waves of 
the ſpiric of Antichriſt ; by reaſ'n of whem the way of truth will be 
evil ſpoken of, and the enemy will more rejovce, 2 Tim. 4+ 24 3 43 
6. 2 Pet. 1.13, 14. with chap. 2.1. 2. Afs 20. 30. Pſa!. 12. Mich. 7. 

2 Such providences areltke a breich inthe natural body , as tlic 
cutting off an uſctull member , until (he making vp; or heating «4 
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which there can be no profitable or cheerful progreſs in the work,for 
if all the members ſuffer in che luff:ring ot one, their ſuffering and 
aMiftion muſt needs be greater in the loſs of one, by irs being bro« 
ken or cut off fron being any more uſelull,or terviceable to, or in the 
body in this time of tempration. Whence Paul (peaking of Epaphyo« 
ditus, a« his brother anJ companion In labours, and fcllow-ſouldis 
er, a1d their meſſenger ligniti: *, that his being caken away by death 
as was threatned, would have bcen not onely to the Philippians , but 
to him{elt a!ſoa very greet affl.ti.n , adding ſorrow upon {orrow, 
Yea, 

3 Being breaches « f {1ch a nature, they muſtneeds occaſion a pre» 
ſent breach in, and ſt ppage ro the good work , the work of the 
Lord to be carryed on by the Church in the world, until it be made 
up or healed ; as Vzzah's being thus cur off by a ſudden froke, 
chiefly procured by their iniquities, occaſioned a breach in, and put 
a top to their work of bringing home the Ark of God for the pre» 
ſent, and till they had ſearch<d and tound the iniquity reproved,and 
their hearts were prepared to {cck the Lord after the due order , ay 
we ſee by comparing the 1 3- chap. With this. Wwe may fidy apply 
what hath been ſaid, to our pictent occalion of Jamientation. The 
eaking away of this vur Feremy in the midit of his dayee, depriving 
him, or rather us of the rctidue of his years, and at fuch a time in 
the midſt ; or rather in the beginning ot his zealous indeavours to 
the promoting{of ſo glorious a workzas the Publiſhing and Proclaims 
ing the glorio13name and grace of God in Chrilt to man-ward, 
and earnelt preſſing and ſtirring up the people of God, to Jjoyn as 
one man with tull purpoſe ot heart to cleave tothe Lord, firiving to» 
gether in his name ater the due order for the faith of the Goſpel, 
and innothing terrified by their adverſaries, his being t.Ken from us 
b:ing alſc in ſuch an evil time, when fo tew like 1ninded, not ſeck» 
ing their own things, bur the things which be J-t1s Chriſts, This is 
{arcly a very grear and grievous breach made vpon us in all te fore- 
mentioned conliderations, ſomething near to that, Lamentatis 
ONS 2+ 135» 

Uſe. It preſents us with ab:ndant cauſe and matter of 'amenration 
and bictec weeping tor ourſelves, and the miſcries that are like 10 
tollow u; 01 18, if not timely prevented by turning to him that ſires 
1, with whom onely is healing. *Tis a day of 104ble, or treading 
down, and of perplexity by the Lord God ot hoſts in the volley of 
Uiſion, breaking down the wall-, &c. He hath maile us to fe the 
b:icacves of the City of David, Iſaiah 22.5, 9. *Tis x day in which 
te Lori calls to mourning and weeping, toafſtoniſhent, and hm» 
bling under his mighty hand : Take heed lcaft there be in any of us 
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a ſpirit Iifced up, or carried away from the ſenſe of the aff{. Xion as 
thoſe people were by a conccit of their ability and ftrengeh, yer to 
make up the breaches in the wall by pulling down the houſes. Bur 
wich fear and trembling ler us look unto the maker thereof , and 
with reverence have reſpet to him that faſhioned ic long a» 
ge. For, 5 

2 It ishe, cventhcLord, that is the maker of ſuch breaches 
in It. 

The Lord our God hath made this b npon ue, 

H: is the authour of all evil of puniſhments or correftions of 
fin : 'They are his work, though his ſtrange work ( Iſaiah 28. 21. ) 
towhich he is unwillingly provoked. Ic is not the work of his de» 
light, in this day of his grace and patience to prepare , and frame 
ſuch evil things againſt men : He dclightecth in mercy, that plea- 
ſeth him, he is the Father of lights, and thercfore every good 
and perfeft gitt commeth down naturally and freely from him ; but 
there is no darkneſs in him ; Evil orc wrath towards men, hath noc 
its original in his gracious heart or councels, whence he is ſaid to 
frame and create it againſt men , as a thing without him, or that 
had not ics original in him , but his ſtrange at , not framed againſt 
any till he be highly prov. k:d to it. 

| the Lord form the light, and create darkneſ*, I make peace, and 
crexreevilz Ithe Lord doall theſe things, Tſaiah 45. 7+ 

Note, That darkneſs which he is ſaid eo create,is darkneſs as oppo= 
ſed co light , Favour, Grace, and good things vouchſaled to men, 
and ſo cvil, as oppoſed to peace, and nat as oppoſed to good things 
done by men. l:*nor the evil of fin that he frames or creates, that 
is their w: yer, their doings, none of his, but the evil] of puniſhment, 
3 Amos 3 3.6. You have I known above all the families of the earth, 
thereture youu Will IT punith lor all your iniquiries. And of thefe pu= 
niſhments tor their iniquities, he ſaith, verſe 6, (hall there be evil in 
a City, and the Lord hath no dune ir, 

Ye? thar heeempts no man with evil, nor can he be tempted, or 
mov<4 to have any hand in, or f:[lowth'p with any thing tha is fin= 
tul;nognot inmovingy''ro mpting,approwing,or all wing, ityis evident 
in this that he is che JAuchour or maker of all puniſhments of i: pre+ 
ſ-n-,% etcrnal:and righteous,in executing f:ich judgimer*,as indeed, 
all his ways arc equal, ard heis huly and rightco 's in all his works; 
Now hecould not be righieo! {lyor lawtulls the Authour of the pn= 
niſhnent, it he had any hand or heart in the {t1, or iniquity puniſhes 
ed. Ir is great cruelty, injultice, and wickedaef(s tor any Magiſtrate 
to puniſh thac tat in another, of which he knowes hiate t co 5 te 
ict, and principal authour and mover , or it but a prumoter ard p= 
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_ of it. And (hall not the Judge of all he earth do right ; far 

e ic from us toattribute any manner of cruelty, injuſtice, or wic- 
kednels tothe Almighty : Yea, therefore to him of Right it belong. 
eth toexccute vengeance upon all ungodly ſinners that defpiſe him, 
and run to other Rocks, becauſe he is the Rock, his work is pertc&, 
A God of truth, and withour iniquity, Juſt, and cighangabe- Th; 
have corrupted themſelves, &c. Dent. 32+ 4, 5» 155 ZLz 35. There» 
fore he would have us commit vengeance to him, as indeed alcoge- 
ther unmect our ſelves to afſunic it. Its his work, and he will do ir 
ſeaſonadly, and righteoutly, to panith the world tour their iniquity, 
and the wicked for their lin, Iſa. 13. 11. 

Ot che evil of punithmenc tor mens evils and iniquitics, or cor- 
rections, and tryals tor purging them ; There are ſome of which God 
is morc remotely the authour ( tz. ) Such as are executed by evil 
inftraments, and in the exccution ot which the inſtruments do evil, 
or {infully : A; thoſe many and great affliftions on Job. Shimeies 
curling David, and the like, which yet they did well to take out of 
Gods hand, as his doing and ordering to them. Bit in ſuch judye« 
ments as theſe; this cautionary diltintion is well to be oblerved, 
God is the authourot the puniſhment to the party prnilhed, not of 
the 4n'/ul ation, of the inſtrument by whom he punitſheth. He bath 
no hand in cr fellowſhip with the finful ation of the in trument, 
in moving or promoring to it, or allowing, and approving of it, 
but yet is the Author & ordcerer of fe puniſh.nent, or corre&'ongthat 
isin the inflience of {:ich evils on the ſubj:&s they fall pon by pers 
mitting & ordering ſuch influence of others cvils to light upon them. 
And whatſoever he doth is holy,j iſt,and good, and tor the good of 
thoſe to whom he d. thir, while ic ix to day, though in that which 
they amd the inſtruments do, the infl icnce of which he permits to 
tatl on others, they do evil, and tintully, and intend it for evil, as 
Joſeph well faid to his brethren, Ger. 52. 20. Yea thought it for e+ 
vil, bur God meant it for good. © T hey cnvied and hated him, and 
thought to deſtroy him, God had no hand in that ; but ſuttered 
thcir evil to have if] tence upon him , ſo tir as might tend to the 
ſending him to Egipt, to preferve them, and much people alive, 
They meant no ſuch thing in it, it was ror they but God, that by 
that means ſent hi n thicher, Gen. 45. 7, $. So the Aſrian, Tic 
rod of Gods anger was by him ordc:ed, and -ufſed 16 punith, and 
purze an Hypocritical nation. Howbeir, he meant nt fo, nor did 
his hart think I, ht to Ta ity Y 1 q Clit « ff, Iſaiah 1 2s >£ 7 + So al- 
ſo ia ral! g up the Caldeans, that birterand hitty nation, that came 
to Cat 1 and to dultroy 3 (10d in viving ernlive commillion 
then, waz ya Ot pearrer CYcS thcn to betvid 1111qUiiy s UT have tc] 
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bwſhip with them, in their finful chought and ation. But he did 
ordain the influence of cheir wrath,and cvils tor righteous judgment, 
aid for correftion, that utter deſtruCtionto his pe-yple might be pre= 
rented, and fo was holy ani righteo!1s in all his wayes, though they 
were wicked and lintul in theirs, Fab: 1. 6. 12,13 

And fo generally, he hath made the wicked tur the day of evil, and 
wrath,he makes no man wicked, bur ſuch as make themſelves fo, he 
hach made and ordered them to be in his hands to be uſed, and or- 
d:red by him, in the irfl ence of their wickedneſs, as rods to exe- 
cite wra'h on others for his own glory, They {hill be kept in ſtore 
for judgements to execute {ich jidgements, as he delights nor to 
inploy good Angels, and as they d-lire not tobe imployed in, Pro- 
rerbs 16+ 4+ 

God did not move Shemei to curſe, but Shemei hardning his heart 
zpainſt that grace that brings ſalvation to all men , which would 
have preven:ed him ; and conceiving the evil and malicicus thought, 
and luſt, which God approved not, nor came it into his mind ( as 
fer. 19.5. and 31. 35, ) And being atthis time himfelt a fic perſon 
(0 be left or given up tohis own hearts luſt ( a* Pſalm 18 12, Iſaiah 
65.3 , 4- ) God now left him to it in juſt judgment to him, which 
though he did, he could yet have reſtrained the influence of it from 
falling onDati4,or turned it on his own H:ad,as after he did,or ſome 
other way 3 yer now he ſuffercd ic rolighe on David for good and 
holy ends, What God did in it wa* Holy and Good, and meant 
tor good to Dari, though what Shine; did was tintull, and meanc 
forevil z to which agrees thag general athcmation. 

The wrath ot man (hall praiſe him. Note ſtil!,ies the wrath of man 
which directly, or of it felt worketh not the righteoufneis of God ; 
But its of God co make it turn to hispraiſe, and to reſtrain that re- 
mainder thereot, which might not do fo, Pſz!1 76. 10. with F ames 
I. 20. 

Bt there are other p:dgments for puniſhment, correction, and 
purging of {in, that Gud is more immediately, and direaly the aus 
thour of, which hedoth as it were by himſclt , without ſuch evident 
and vi ile ufc or 1Pp'0y ment of inftraments, as in the tore-mentio= 


. ned, and fo is more properly and directly attomed to b{ the maker 


ofthem, as, the wicth-holding rain, giving, want of bread , ſmiting 
with blaſting and mil-dews , {cnding the peltilence atter the man- 
ner of Ezjpt, taking away their Horſes, and making the ſtink of 
their Camps to come up into their Noſtrils ( a jidgment now up» 
onus ) overthi owing (one of them, as he overthrew S1dom, oo 
See Jer. 14. 22. with Ars 4. 2,6, 12. 2 Saw. 24. 14, 15. Likes 
wiſc many of thoſe extraordinary or unulual ficknetles, weakn: (I: 8, 
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and deaths, wherewith God puni/heih a people for ſtibbornefs in in. 
iquiry, in not timely jadging themſclves, as 1 Cor. 11. 30, 31, JW 
Are more imm<diately, and dire&ly his own hand, done by him. 
ſclf, without ſich uſe of inftruments, as betore. So of that fickneſ; 
unto death and\thrcained with it on Hezekyah, Iſaiah 3$. 1, Hr 
faith verſe 15. He, namely, the Lord, bath buth ſpyuken unto me, 
and himielf hath done ir. 

And of this latter fort of j1dgrent?, is the breach ſpoken of in the 
Tex, the Lord made it even by himſclf, without evident and di. 
cernablenſe of inſtruments, by an immediate and ſudden ſtroke : 
And ſach is alſo that which we h ve this day to lament, as to the 
immediate and dire hand of g:e makerin it, thongh he did. it 
not by a (iden ſtroke as there, but by pining {tckneſs, yet he hath 
done it himfelf, from day ev-n to night, he hath inade an endof 
him, a$to us, and our preſcnt inj\yment end perſonal uſefulneſs of 
him in this world. 

The Lord 0:1r God hath made this breach upon us. Let the confi- 
deration hereof be of uſc. 

1 To aſtoniſh us, and inake us flent before him, from murmur- 
ing ordiſputing,” according to» the trowardneſs and unſubmirtedn:(s 
of our own hearts and from our +a nthoughts and imagina;ions, in 
which we arc ready to be propuling to oO (elves ſome way or other 
of our own, to put off the evil or grievance trom us, that we may 
not bear the indignatiun of the Lo:4d, as thuſe that have livned a+ 
gainſt him. Its the Lord;let 1s How be foro hYm, and be humbled under 
his mighty hand, hes againſt whom we have finned, and who on- 
ly can heal us, and bring us fur'h co the tipht to behvId his righte» 
Ouſnes., 

The immediateneſs of his hand in it, lcaves vs the more with» 
out room or colour to wander with our ey<$ into c-rnert, or to realon 
or diſp' ite, indeed fich a behaviour 1inder his hand when titted up, is 
very evil,and unſecmly when ver irs cvidenr,evil inftruments areins 
ployed in the judgments executed, Its pood tor vs then not to look to 
coniter or to have to do with them, bit to acquaint our ſelves with 
him, to draw nearto God; to rec:ive theCcorreſtion out of his hand, 
and be at peace quictly enduring it as hi- hand, and waiting tor him 
a: 7b, David, and others. Bur now his hand litted up as 1: is, 18 
more eminent to humble and ne. ken our ſpirits, and make us li- 
Icnt before him; Ani it ſhews greater iniquicy an hardne(s1n It, 
it it have not thar eff=C&. It now we will be froward, or murmer, we 
have none to wrangle with or look upon but the Lord : It we would 
vindicate o1r {elves or {eek to excale or plead our innocency, We 
havenone whoſe judgment we wiphe therein teek ro difanul, __ 
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Lord. If any way we would Jite up our ſelves, as if we felt nc» 
thing, or could fer it light cr make it light, we have none ſo to life 
or harden our ſclves againſt. — 

— But the Lurd, againſt whom none ever hardned himſelf, and pro- 
ſpered ; we way well tay with Hezekzah: What ſhall we fay ? Him- 
felfhath d ne it. Aid with Fib 3 B.huld I am vile , what (hall 1 
anſwer thee? I wil lzy my Land upon mine mou;h,oncehave I ſpoken, 
but 1 will not an{wer; yea wwice , biur I will proceed no tarther. 
Let us then pur our muuchs in the duſt, it fo be, there may be hope, 
and be lent before him, and with reverence Wait upon him, who 
doth all theſe things. To which, 

2 This confi.leratiun atio:ds us inc: uragement, That it is the 
Lord, even that great and {airht'i: Treo 4r, who when we had war» 
red ad deſtroyed o'r (elves, and wee deod in fins and treſpatles, 
yet {y lov*d i, av ro find Vis yt Sun to be the propiriation for our 
fins, "ha. if hinge m m.ghrc metro us, and we might live under 
i abrovgh rin, ca 7 liths that through him we might be ſaved : 
Arts t Fr hac by the Grace of God taſted death for every 
man , 2:4 dc. 1 all theſe things in the ſame wiſdome, mercy, 
and tatihtinifs, that he might bring us to God. H:iving obtained 
pow.r in the na'ne of the tather ſo to execute judgment, becauſe he 
18 the Son of man. Iris the Lord, let him do what he will: Yea 
the Graciouſneſs , Fanhtilneſs, and Goodneſs of his 
Government, and his worthineſs to be ſubmitted to, appears in this; 
That jt is his Kinglom that r:;leth over u:, even in US: : That 
he hah not Ictt us under the hand, will, or power, of our enemice, 
bue ſtil] we are in his hand, with who: is mercy agd power, to 
ſave and heal. Come theretore let us return rotheLord, Jet us pre- 
pare to meet him in the way of his jp1dgments. H: hath ſmicten, he 
will heal. After two daye*he will regive us, and the third day, 
we ſhall live in his tight. Yer likewiſe, 

3 Thwcontideration ſerves to warn and] admonilh us to be ſenſible 
of ſome diſpleaſure provoked, and fume great reproof in ictous ; 
That it may be diligently liftned to and received by us : For though 
its much better to fall into the hands of the Lord, then into the hands 
of men, whoſe tender mcrcies are cruclies. Yer when taking us un- 
to his own hand*, he is rrovoked co make ſich breaches , to corre& 
(ſharply himfelt, ic brars wirncts az2inſt us of ſome great iniqui- 
tes with ts, and of much ftubbernets in hiding and retaining ther, 
provokins ſuch diſpleaſure in fuch a gracious God and Sryicur. 

Ithe hai given us over, or Jett usin the hands of men, and ti y 
had not ſpared nor picticd, bit becn cruz] to the urmoſt they could ; 
There might yet have been func ropn to liave waved the reproot 
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af inſtruction in it, or to have ſtrengthned our (elves in a thought, 
that there had bcen no fuch reprootin it cous, or diſpleaſure from 
God (ignified againſt us. He might have ordered ſome light affliion 
to ur, and they might ( being allo left ro try them ) have added to 
Our affliction, as Zach. 1. 15. But what (hall we fay ? Himſelf hath 
done it, and by hjmſclt - The Lord that feces many things to pre- 
voke before he obſerve them againit us, yea though he prevents a[- 
wayes with opening the rar by gracious inſtruHions in milder 
means, yet is not quick to hear our murnaurings, diſputings, and 
hardoing our hearts againſt the 1<prooks of inftruftion fo graciouſly 
beought uf, nor is there with him any changeableneſs 3 He is the 
ſame, yc.r he, the Lord, The Lord, Gracious, Merciful , flow to 
Anger, ready to forgive 3 and that duth not willingly affli& or 
grieve the children of men, even hc hach made this breach upon us : 
Who gave Zacob to the ſpoil and Iſrael! to the robbers? Did not the 
Lord ? Surely the Lord, our Holy and Gracious Oae, the glorious 
Lurd would n.t have done it, it we had not exccedingly finncd a» 
gainft him, and with muck and leng ſtubborneſs retuled to walk in 
his ways, en4 to be obcdient to his lawes. Let usthen ſearch and try 
our Waye:, and turn unto the Lord. This leads us into the n: xt inftru+ 
Qion propounded to be confidered in the Text. 

3 That the reaſon or procuring cauſe of ſuch judgments from the 


Lord, is our own iniquities 3 Yea that uſually there is found, be=s 


tides the more general evils, ſome great iniquity of neglefts, and 
diſorder in Gods peculiar people, yea cven iniquity and pollution 
in their holy things as the in-let to, and procuring cauſe of ſuch 
jadgments on themſelves and others. 

We (all firſt give ſme general proct and demonſtration of this 
yoint by ther S:r pri res. And then ſpeak particularly to the evil of 
ti or it iquity mentioned in the tc xr,a8 the 1cafun or procuring cauſe 
Jt the Breach medetipon them. Firſt, For the genera! proof and de- 
monſtration of this point by other Scriptures. See Ezek.33. After the 
Prophg 14th mentioned nany great and crying tins, as general, and 
national evils, tluch a*, Thefecding on, and rejoycing in forbidden 
2nd ur.clean ihinps,lifting uptheireyes to thiir idols ; God:,that men 
materothentelves, which indeed are no Gods, as their wiildome, 
itieng:h,:icheshonour:,confederater, & the like. Their Hedding blood: 
Their \ianding, leaning, or depending 0%: their ſword for defence and 
ſafety : Working Ambition and Unclaanneſs.; For which he threatens 
to difpolſels them of theland , and to lay the Jand muſt deſolate, 
&c. verſe 25. 28. He then adds verſ?, 30. &c. Allo C moreover, or 
behides thele great general and nationalevils ) The children of thy 
people fill zre talking againſt thee by the Walls .. ard in the om 
0 
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of the hoſes, privataly murmuring, and ſpeaking evil 5 unaginirF 
deceit, and ſeeking how co avoid the force and prevalency of his do- 
grine yer ſpeaking one to another, mean while ; Come | pray you, 
and hear what is the word , that cometh forth from the Lord, yea 
ſuch they were as did tit b-torc him, as Gods people, and did ka; 
his words, and with their mouth thew much love, and he was tv 
them as a very lovely fong of one that hath a pleaſant voice, Ec: 
Yet they were not doers of his words, but was ſtil (ecretly mucmuring 
and diſputing againſt them, and che reproofs of inſtruftion in then, 
for their heart went after their coverouſneſs, Aud for theſe with the 
former : God farther threatens, That when this, namely the fore- 
mentioned judgment cometh ro paſe, They thould alſo know that 


aPcopher had been among them ( as may ſeem by the want cf 


ther. ) He would take away fucb, infſuch in evil time , when they 
hould have ſtood in the gap, to turn away Guds wrath, and been in- 
fruments of comforting, ftrength, and teaching, to them in heir 
aAiftion. Their condition (huuld then be ſich as they (ſhould nor ſec 
their ſignes, nor ſhuuld there be among them a Prophet, or any that 
knoweth, How long, as Fſalm 74. 9. 

| might here mention the eviis complained of, Iſaiah 56. which is 
principally their general envy at God people, by whom his houſe is 
rendred a houle ot prayer for all people , the blindneſs, preedineſs, 
prcfaneſs, and enmity of their watch-men, who were Ring-leaders 
inthoſe crooked pathes, which arc declared as fore-runners and pro= 
curers of ſuch j1dgments, as well as their m:1tiplied idolatrics , and 
cove-oulneſs, compare chap. 57. with chap. 56. 

Likewiſe the oppreflion, traudilence, violence, deceit , and «the 
like ſpoken of, Mich. 6. as fore-runners of ſich judgments, 25 the ta» 
king away righteous and good men from the earth, and from among 
men, chap. 7. But ro thele Scriptures having ſpoke more fully in 
the fore-laid lamentation, I ſhall here add no more. 

Yet ſomething more we {lull bricfly add, co what is there alſo 
hinted of that plain declaration ot the cauſe, why many among be- 
lievers were weak and lickly, and many {l-pt, 1 Cor. 11. 29,30, 31- 

It was as appears by comparing the verſes 28. 31. For their not 
[»Gi(cerning, conlidering, and looking into the Lords body, that 
was broken tor them, and is now through ft ff-rings emered into his 
glory : As to exatine themfelves in that glaſs, ard judge thenifelves 
thereby ,15 diicovered and reproved in the light and powet of it ; and 
ſo for their pride and dilorders, that followed on tha: in-let to all 
diſorder, For ſo much is evident trom his councel;let a man examine 
himſelf,S ſo let him eatzas that is prefſed with this motive or reaſon ; 
For he that cats and drinks unworthily, ea's and drinks Damnation 
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( preſent rexroof and correftion ) to himlelt , not diſcerning the 
Lords body, fomuch 1 lay is evidenr. 

1 That the true way for a man riphtly 16 examine himſelf js in 
the diſcerning the Lords budy, as declarcd in the glorious Goſpel ; 
looking to and into that as the rrue glat*, rhat makes himſelf and all 
things el(c maniteſt in their right colours. 

2 Thatthc want of, or the wiltull neglect, or ſhunning the fo 
cxamining, a mans ſelt in that glaſs, the unwillingnels to ſee and 
judge himlelfyhis own vileneis and wretchednets,the evil, and ſhort- 
nels of his own waycs, as therein diſcovered and reproved, is that 
iniquity, that renders him unworthy, or unmmcer, and diforderlyin 
his ſeeking and wo: thipping the Lor.', and makes him obnoxious to 
reproo! trom the Lord: bedy, the obj. & acknowledged by him in 
thoſe ais of worſhip, and piocares ſuch corrections as followes, For 
this caule many are weak aid iickly among you, and many 
{lcep. 

And this unduſtinding is faig'er confirmed in what followes : 
Four it we weuld judge onr ielver, we ſhould not be judged. This 
{hows us that the - xainiiing of a mans (clt , ro which we are herein- 
itc 1&&cd i- nor to ſearch our own glory , which indeed is not glory, 
Proverbs 25 27- Nor to ſearch for, know, or take notice of the good- 
1:21: Of Uiti OWN trames or qualifications, as things rendring Us Wore 
thy , or by which we may come, nor in this Caſe, or to ſuch an end, 
are we-lo 1© exa:nince or look ypon the operations of grace in us, 
or by us ( a+ in other caſcs or to other purpoſes may be good and 
uſcil, a5 Cor. 13.3 , 445- Hibr.' 10. 32. Gal. 3. 2, and 4. 15, ) 
Bi if we had done all thute things, to which by grace made known 
through bluvd we are inttrufte.l and oblized , the ſame grace in« 
{tracts us therein alwayes to acknowleIge our lclves unprofitable ſer- 
vants that have done but our duty, nothing in which we may be 
pr.trable ro Gull, or procure the reward of himlelt, or his things 
(QU*, 

Bur the examining our ſelves here,*nd in this caſe inſtructed togrey, 
25. i* ſuch an cxamining our ſelves in that true glaſs, the Lords bo» 
do, terſe 29, ASin which we (hall Alwayes at beſt find cauſe to judg 
ou elves, two receive, and fall down under the humbling inſtrudtions 
of the Lord; body broken for us, as deelared inthe Golpel ; and fo 
u3C:r the reprouts of thoſe infliructions : *Tis indeed a fcarching for, 

ir {0 looking into the true glaſs, as t1 ſee our own thame ; or what 
caul: we have alwayes to be aſhamed and hun bled before him, ſuch 
as ach in it a willingneſs to fee, acknowledge, and be aſhamed of 
017 Own vileneſs and linfulneſs, to know every one the plague of his 

vn heart, and confeſs our f1as as diſcovered by the true light as we 
arc 
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ae infteued to com? before himgand approach his preſence in pray*+ 
e,a1d 0:her ordinances, fo in this, Leca man examine himfelf, dif- 
cerning the Lords body—-— — For it we would judge our ſclves,we 
hould not be judged. 

1 Ler him examine bimfclf .hatheisin ard of hi nfelf, and 1s 
from Adam, as diſcovered in ;har glais of the Lo ds body , where he 
may alwayes ſee himfclt a tuner, who!l; polluted, an heir « tf wrath, 
23 in himſelf and from Adam ; vea altogether with uc firength, help- 
leſs and dead in (ms and welpalles, and {» loſt, Thus he is prefen= 
ed in C'rilts comming to fcek and fare him, and inthe greac things 
be iff: d 3 That through (ifferings he mignc obrain ſuch glory mn= 
to him(cit for u*, that he might brivg us back ro Goil, and that 
through him we niphe be faved : For wr (his grdge (C laich the Apus 
file, ) If one dycd tor ali, then were ali dead, &c. which veing ale 
wayes rightly mind:d ani] remembered, would exclud2 all boaſting 
and rejoycing inthe Fleſh, and keep us from being lifred up in or 
by any thing that we have receiveJ ; making us to differ irom any, 
ſing its not of our ſelves, not of works, but of fre: grace through 
blood, and for that love wherewich he !yved us when dead in fins 
and treſpaſſcs, and for a pattern of the exceeding, riches of it to= 
wards 0-hers of man-kind, towards whom allo it is in Chrilt that 
they mig'1t partake of it eogether wi.h uf, 2 Cor. 5. 143153 16. Rows 
3.9, 27. 1 Cor. 4.1,7. Epheſ. 2.1, 12. 

2 Let him cxamine himfelt,his own wayes and doinys in the fight 
of the Lord, what they are or have been , in anſwerableneis to his 
grace in Chcilt , or the appearances and ſheaminps forth of it un+ 
to hin, 

Not meaſuring bimifelt by himſelf, what he is now, with wirt 
he was before, or with others, whar he is more, or better chen they ; 
that he may have any r':ing ot that nature to look upon cr commend 
himſelt by. This was the evil way of the Corinths, that led them to 
deſpiſe ſuch as hid noc what they had, Therefore in mcaluring , or 
examining o'r ſelves according to ſuch rul-s we are not Wiſe, 1 Cr, 
I 22, Zi. With 2 Cor. 10. fot, But let a man examine himtelt in an 
earnelt and heariy difcerring the Lords body, in that giats, lee eve- 
ry man ſearch and try his wayes , how thore his underitanding and 
knowledge is of the ©bjeCt to be known, and allo of the grace (il- 
covered, and means of knowledge atforled : Huw ſhore his love ro 
God,or to men ofhis infinite grace ditcovercd in that glaſls,obliging; 
and of the diſcoverics of it to hem, inſtrutting and leading ; how 
ſhort all his wayes and doings of any anſwerableneſs to the grace in 
Chriſt or to the ſtreams of loving kindneſs beſtowed, 

There the bcit will alwayes tind, and bemoſt ſenlible of couſe of 

hy {t anas 
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" ſhime of their vaſt ſhortneſs,and the greatneſs of their fins azgravated 


by the grace beltowed:; And find good reaſon to equalize them. . 


ſelv:zs with then of the lower ſort, and rej -yce that they may yet 
come in at the tame door with them, 

This !aw of taich ( centired ard exrrciicd in the Lords bady bro. 
ken for us ) exclude boaſtingevery where, The wiltull neglet and 
anvwilingingncls thus rocxamine and jope themtelves in an earneſt 
diſcerning ( looking into ani} continuing ing as James 1, 23, 25.) 
The Lords body 7 in which is «Il the encouragegtent for (auch fin. 
ners approach ) was that whi:h precared f:ch j:Jgmen:s to th, 
x Cor, 11. 30. tor this cauſe many are weak and lickly among you, 
ard many {].cp. Andubi- lea: us again to the tcxr., 

S:condly, To cnlider particularly the evil of fin, or iniq ity 
mentioned there as the reaſon, or procuring cauſc of thebreach mide 
tpon hem. 

The Lord our Gol made this breac' npon us, for that we ſought 
him 10t aſter the due order. 

We ihill fiſt conliicr this declaration of the procuring cauſe of 
the breach mad2 upon them , as it is a genera! expreiſion of any way 
of in quity that may be meant an.] fignitied in the (cnſe of (he words; 
and then takea view of the particular evils tv which it js here ap- 
plyed. 

1 Asit is a general expreſſion of any way of iniquity, that may 
be meanc and lignifi-d in the (cnſe of the words ; and for 0.1 und:re 
ſtanding of thar, w: {hall propound ſome conkt leaf ns uf the due 
order after which the Lord is to be ſought by us. 

1 Thereis an order of Precedency in the nature, w.:rth and goud- 
nels of things, after which ſome things are to be eftcemed, prized, 
and ſought tr, rather then other things, yea with a negicit of 0» 
ther things tor them, 

And to to tec k the Lo:d atter the d reorder ; 2: with reference to 
all other things that are nat the Lori, nor of his appoin'ment, tor 
ourrcſt, it, tyclicem and preter him above all tins, and to (eek 
him before all things, and with a neglct ot all things tor him, and 
for the things of him, 

S ) we are inltruft-d to efteem and prefer witdoms in the knowledg 
of him as the principal thing, the merchandize of it betty then of 
tilver, an1 the gain thereof chen of fine guld, the is wmorc precious 
then R bi 8s, and all the things thou canſt detice, arc no: to be conie 
pared to hcr. 8 
; And therefore we arcexhcr:icd (o to ſeek after ityand ger it with a'l 
our g*'iing, to buy the truth what ever it coſt us, or we wault part 
with tor 1 5 and not to {cl or part with it 5 vhatcvcr <Cvantage - 
11;1gat 
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night have in lieu of it, Proverbs 3. 14, 15+ and 4 5, 7, &c- and 


« 23+ , 
N leck firſt the Kingdome of God, and his righteouſneſs, fo as 
wich a negl<@ of all other thirgs, even things needfall as ro the nz- 
aral life tor ir, leaving it to .hem without carcfulneſs to diſpoſe of 
then, and add then to tis (( as he ſees good  ) Matthew 6. 19, 32, 33+ 
&c, Yeaevenihoſe things that are of all the things in this Werid 
molt to be eſteemed, loved, and reſpeRted in their place, and in ſub- 
odination ro hitr, yerare to be hated by us for hin, and in com- 
pariſon of him. Itany man come to me, { faith our Saviour ) and 
in comming hate not Father and Mather, Wife, and Children, Bre- 
thren and Siſters ; Yea, and his own Litc alſo, he is not worthy of 
me , he cannot be my Diſciple , Matthew 10. 37, 39. Luke 
14- 26, 33» - 

They tought not the Lord ater the due order, that with their 
mouth ſhewed much love , but their heart went after their covet= 
ouſneſs , | Ezekiel 33. 31. Nor they that loved the praiſe of men 
more then that which comes oft God alone, Fohx 5. 44. and 
12, 43+ That rather then part with, or hazard the Joſs of the 
one, would let go the other , or put , or Kcep themſelves 
out of the certain way or mceting with it , and fo for lying 
vanities forſake their own mercies : As alfo he that would firſt 
go bury his Father , that ſo he might keep the good will of 
ſuch rclations while they lived , and fo make ture the Inheri- 
ance, P.yrtion, or Advantage , he might have from them ac 
their death , then promiling to himſclf to tollow him with a 
more full Spirit : And likewiſe he thar would a: go bid them 
farewell that were at home at his houſe , that in a dcſtzne to 
kcep the friendſhip of the World , and worl-4ly ra jons and 
friends , would feck thcir confenr, or a fair and petieble- come 
ﬆ& ; Thar he might not incurre hatred an4 reproach from 
them, and be as the filth and cff-ſcorring of the World to 
them ; not willing , for the exceilecy ct the kncwledge of 
him to gue vut of the Camp , bcating his rejroacih, . Luke 9, 
5$. 61+ 

Yea, whoſvever he be of you that torfikeh not 2] that he 
hath z -even to his own natural Life, it he lay not that at the 
take for him, or b: not willing ev Jet it goe and part with 
It, 6! any thing pertaining to it when it ſtands in the way for 
bis ke and the Goſpels, or in his ſccking to know him, and 
winne him , that he may; be found in him , do not negle?, 
and hate ir in compariſon of him, he is not wor:hy of him, 
he ſecks him not aficr the due order , he cannot be his m 

ciple 
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ciple, for no man can ſerve two malters, the mind and zffeQtiong 
cannot be fixcd on ings below,and on the things that are above to. 
gether 3 Therefore 1 *t ſeek we the Kingdom of God and his righte. 
oulneſs, fo as witha aegleR ot all other things for it, and in com. 
parifjen of it, 

Thcre is an order in the time ard cauſes of the things, that are to 
be preferred, and earneſtly, and in a tenſe equaily to be ſought for 
by us. Aﬀeer which (omethings areco be fought tiritzthat other things 
which are alfo tv be preferred, and to1ghe may bz tound in them, 
and attained thro:1gh the .n whrh other things, 2re nor ocherwiſe tobe 
ſ»1ght bat in the firſt things ; And ſo to ſeek the Lord after the due op- 
der, as with reference to the things of the Lord, and © be ſought in 
in aim, as wiſfdome, righteonfncts, and ſtrength 3 Yea, all things 
pertaining to life, and godfnels arcin him, and to b« (ought in 
him. ltav, To ſeek him after the due order, as with reterin's to thoſe 
things. Is 

Firtt, And as the firſt thing unto all to ſeek after vw (de in the 
knowledge of him, in what hz hath done, and {* nic ve tor ws in 
Chriſt aid the hope fer betorc 11s in him, that chi oh te Ka we 
ledge of his Grace cowards 1s & rich pre viſion tor us in Chriſty ev.n 
while we were yet dead in (ins and rreſp-{T:s, we may be ftrengihned 
co bclicve in him, Jove and trot in hi» betore the f.18 of men, for 
his name inChriilt knowa by us,inftruts and ftr-ngrhins ts to eruſt in 
him, Pſalm 9, 10. to d.fireafter hiv, Fob: 4. 12. ro delight in,and 
reſt (.t1sfied with him, verſe 14. Whence the Ap tle prayes for the 
Epheſians that God would grant the? the ſpirit ot wiſdyme and reve- 
lacion in the knowledg- of him ; the eyes oft their underſtandings 
bring enlighined, that they wiy know What is the hope of his ca!» 
ling, &c. Epheſians 1. 17, 18, 1,. 

And the great c »nff}it he hd tor the ColoTans, wis that their hearts 
might be comforted, being knir together in love, and wma all rich- 
es of the full aff iraice of infer ftanding, to the acknowledgment of 
the myſtery of Gd, and of the Facher , and ct Chiiftz at in 
whom are hid al! the treaſures of wiſdome , and knowledge ; Yer, 
this he tenines © be that order of their faitb,in which it became ſted- 
{ it, which he juyed to behold, and according to which he exhorts 
thentogo on, walking in him as they had received him, even ac- 


CO {ins trarthi-r:Jceor or.ler 3 being rooted and built vh Ty him, and 
lo ſtiblitn.din the faith as they had been taught. 
In ehetr receiving kim, they were baptiz:4 into the kn wledge 


and achnow!:donmnene of his death, and fo taking ruvt down=ward, 
believing, winding, and coniidering , what he h1d done, and was 
now Þecrie for them through the blood of his Cr':{t > They were 
thepce 
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thence buile up in him , and upon him , and after the ſame orde: 
might proficably go on co farther growth, and ſtability in him, Col. 
2.13 2 5» 6» 7+ 

And ſo the way to grow in grace is ſignified to be, in growiag in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, 2 Per. 3- $, 18. 
Alſo that the mind or ſoul be withoue knowledge, ie is not good, 
nor ſafe, for without ir, it cannot be made good. There is no other 
arm or power to reconcile the heart to God, but the knowledge of 
his reconciliation in Chrilt, or of | har goodneſs of God, that is in 
and chrough Chriſt, ics the goodnels of God that leades to repen- 
tance. 

Therefore the firſt thing to be ſought always, and inall ous feck- 
ings of the Lord, and ot rightcouſneſs,and {trength in himgis that we 
may win him, in the underſtanding and knowledge of him that is 
true, that ſo we may be tound in him, for the knowledge of him in 
what he hath done, and is become for us, while we were yet out of 
him, b<ing heartily imbraced, Jeades the heart and mind into him, 
and to be ſtayed in him : See Phil. 3.810, 1 Foh.5 20. 

And to that purpoſe, the firſt thing in all che commandemente, as 
brought tous by the glurious Golpel, is, to hear that word , or do- 
drine of taich, thar preſents the Lord our God to be one Lord, as 
evidenced in that one Mediator between God and men ; the man 
Chriſt Jeſus, who gave himſelf a ranſome for all, a teſtimony in duc 
time, which ſhews him to be light, and in him no darkneſs at all. 
See, and compare Mark 12. 29. 1 Timithy 2. 4, 5, 6+ 1 Job 


b %. 

Whence alſo we are exhorted vo be ſwift to hear that word of 
tmth, in what condicion ſocver we be, come as we are to it, liſten 
to, and receive ic With all acception, as a faithful ſaying, full of 
truth and goodne(s for us at all cimes, thac Jcſus Chriſt came into the 
world to fave linners. 

To hear alwaycs before we ſpeak, or do, that thence we may be 
rightly taught, ftrengrhned , and qualified, fo to ſreak and do, 
a thoſe that (hall be juded by that royal law of liberty.Be more rea- 
dy to hear then to offcr the Sacritices of Fools, James 1. 19. 
Eccleſ. 5. 1+ Prov. 22. 17, 21. 

And fo the way to ſeek righteouſneſs profitably that we may at 
ain it, is to (eek it by faith in Chriſt, Romans 9. 30, 32. To belicvc 
in himgthat we may be j.i{tified by the taich of him.Gal.2.15, 16. For 
(asby his knowledge, or «kill, to alſo ) through the knowledec 
of himſelf, through his name he gives the forgiveneſs of tins, and 
juſtifies che belicvcr , Iſaiah 53. 11. with Ads 10. 43. and 13s 


38, 39. 
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And ſo likewiſe if we would ger victory over fin, and Satan, 
cleanſe our hands from fins, our hearts trom guile, be made Parta= 
kers of his holineſs 3 without which no man ſhall fcc him. The way 
to ſeek it is alſo in the knowledge and tairth of himy and to that pur- 
pole to be exerciſed in bcholding the glory of the Lord, as ſhincd in 
that glaſs, even in the face of Chrilt through the glorious Goſpel, 2 
Cor. 3+ 18. With chap. 4. 6. 

Whence the Pſalraiit tells us, That they that have clean hand:, and 
a pure heart, arc oucly the Generation of them that ſcek his kace, 
and ſo ſcek rightcouſnes, and ſtrength there, Pſalm 24. 4, 6. with 
Iſaiab 45. 24, 25+ And theretore allo calling upon us to fſeck the 
Lord, ant his ſtrength, leads us co this as the way to ity in his funda« 
mental inftrution teek his face evermore : Remember his marvel- 
lous works that he hath done, his wonders, and the judgments of his 
mon'th, Pſam 105. 44 5+ 

They then ſeek him not after the due Order ; that firſt ſeek to frame 
or work up their own hearts to a belict or hope in God, or confi- 
dent exp:Kation of good from him , before they hear, or dare re- 
ceive an conlider the word of faith , as true for them, but ſcek to 
find the at or grace of faith firft in their own hearts, that trom thence 
th-y may concl:de the truth ot the word of faith to themſelves , that 
Arſt {:ck ro work up their own hearts to love God , betore they will 
know, 01 believe his love torl;em in Chriſt FE and while 1inners, 
and enemie:, which onely is fir, and able coffet true love and good 
aff.Ction to him, that fo from the imagination of their love and good 
aff &ionto him, they may conclude his love and good atleftion in 
Clift o them, . 

Now herein is not love ( faith the Apoſtle ) that we have loved 
Gud, herein Guils love is not rightly perceived ; Bit in this, that he 

i it lvelus, even while enemies, and (ent his Son the propiriation 
tor 417 111-. And theretore, and trom thence we indeed love him, bee 
erife ne i it loveduag, ad trom thence alt.» C chart being firſt known 
411 be:reved ) ſprings true love one to another, 1 fohn 4. 9, 10, 
2, 404 3, 15, They thereture do greatly err ; as likewile, in ſeeks 
7 13 get victory over fin, and fircngth againſt their corruprione, 
ore hey daie receive the report of his comming into the world to 
fave linners, and the victory and conq ett obrainel C in his refur- 
ro tion ) Gve<r lin, and Satanas tairhtul and rrue tor them. And then 
tro what they inayine they tind in themſelves, they conclude the 
crit ot that Cone in him torthem, 

1 this prepoſterons and dif:.rderly way of ſeeking the Lord, men 
maze ik thei firſt and great inquiry , whether they be clefted, 
uriaage olcondition betore God, which they firive to gueſs, and 
tO 


(27) 
to conclude to themſelves, from ſome imagined gracious frames, 
ood aftection, victory over lin, or the likez or from ſome parti- 
cular atſurance, that hath no better ground for the bottom of it, 
then ſome eeſtimony of their own, or ſome private ſpirit; before they 
will belicve Gods teltimony, of bis {ending his onely begotten Son 
by his grace to taitedcath tor them, and giving him glory,tha: theic 

faich and hope might be i» God : And then gather up conclufions of 
the truth of chat tor trem trom their imagination of the tru'h of the 
former. Namely that Chriit by the grace of God taſted death for 
them, becauſe thry find chenilcelves [ich as betore. Hence jr 1*, thec 
the way n.en too generally waik in , to comtort themſelves and os 
| thers in diftrets, 1s to labour to p::ſwrde them, that they are in a 

better cordicion then they think they are, Their lins Iefs , their 
Hare, Dire ,Frames,and Works better, or <!e from ſome fiens or 


Elect, and that thercture C'htifſt and all his liings belong to 
ther), 

Behol4 a more excellent way, then any of theſe crooked hath , 
in which who ſo walktth , ſhall khuow no true , or lating 
peace. 

Fi: inquire in the light of Gods teſtimony, and conſider dili- 
gen ly what Jeſus Cvrilt by the grace of Gol hath done, and what 
an infinice rich proviſion of all things pertaining to life & godlineſ(s 
isin him for ſ1ch vile tinners and wretched ones, as at the worlt (hn 
mayeſt ſuppoſe thy felt ro Be, even tor ſich as yer are not of the E- 
leF,or choſenGeneration,that through him they might be faved,2nd 
in finding him find Lite, Election,Sonſhip,and priviledges of Sons in 
kim, and fo b: m2dc of that Generation that were choſen in Chriit 
from the beginning of the World co be his peculiar treaſure, even of 
the choſen generation, the Holy Nation; Bcloved with peculiar 
manner oft love, who betore were not fo, as Roe. g. 24, 25. 1 Pe- 
2. 9,10. 

Inſtead then of ſtriving toconclude thy (clf in a good or ſafe con- 
J ion, fee and confider in the tettimony of Chrift, what there is tor 
ſich as are in a bad and lot condition C like the woman rt wb wm 
our Saviow ſaid, Its not meet to 0. t the Childrens Bread ty Dozs +: Trith 
Lord, fayes (he, yer the Dogs car the crum:, Ec. ) That bcine hear 
tly confidered, will bring the into a better condition : For God 
made him that knew no lin, to de lin tor 15, that we might be made 
the righ:eonſneſs of Cod in him. Aud he came to feck andto fave 
that which was loft. 

Oh ! That men were- willing co know that unſpeakable gif of 
God, and the infinite grace of God - It to every man, that wonld 
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teſtiinony ot their owne ſpirit, or of others, that they are of the. 
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C 28 ) | 
would deliver them from this diſorder and confuſion 3 in which jin< 
ſtead of building on Chriſt, that onely truce foundation which God 
hath laid, they ſeek to lay a foundation of their own, and would 
build Chriſt and his things upon it. 

There is an order of regularneſs to be obſerved in the manner of 
our ſecking. And ſoto ſeek the Lord after the Due Order,is to walk ac- 
cording to that rule ( in all our fecking ) which is already deli. 
vercd, as that is grounded upon and opencd by the word of the be 
ginning of Chriſt, which is the vilion of all, the foundation of all 
ordinances of divine worſhip, and the key oft knowledge for opening 
them,& the particular precepts concerning them,and not to have our 
fear towards God taught by the precepts of men , which is an evit 
found with all choſe worfhippers, or ſeckers, tro whom the vifion of 
all isa ſcaled book, who perccive not theirground in that, nor re- 
ceive their inſtcutions from thence unto all their fear, and worſhip; 
but make the word of the Lord co them precept upon precept , line 
upon line, &c. Iſa. 29. 11, 13, with chap. 28. 12, 13. 

To ſeek him after the Due Order, as under this conſideration, is 

1 To ſeek him, fear, or worſhp him , remember, and acknowledge 
him, in his wayes, Iſaiah 64.5. not co chuſe our own wayes , Iſaiah 
66. 3+ orto receive our converſation in that reſpe&t from the cuſ- 
romes or traditions of men, or to be determined by their precepts : 
That will render our worthip vain, unacceptable, and truitleſs, Mats 
thew 15. 9. 1 Peter 1.18. Butin the inftrution and direftion of the 
Apoſtles main Dof&rine ( the preaching of the Croſs ) to obſerve all 
thing*, whatſoever our Lord and Saviour commanded them , and 
hath delivercd tous by them, to remember them in- all thing, in 
their word and dottrine, and fo to Keep the ordinances, as they 
have dclivercd themtro us, to ſtand talt in the grace of the Goſpel, 
by and into which we are called, and fo ro hold the tradicions which 
they have in his name delivered to us, Matthew 18. 20. 1 Corinthians 
1.2. 2 Theſſalonians 2. 14,15. Alwayes acknowledging as the com- 
'andemencs ot the Lord, the things fo delivered by them, 1 Corin+ 
thians 14.36, 37 By whom the preaching was fully made known, 
thas ailthe Gentiles might hear ( 2 Timothy 4 17. ) and in the in- 
fruftion and incouragement of the word heard, cume.into his houſe 
and r:joyce with his people, that call on him in truth, and ſo to 


acknowledge him, to pray unto him, to remember him, andawareerr” 


4, and wait on him in his houſe with his people, where his name 
is truly acknowledged, 2s opportunity is vouchſated in his ordi- 
nances, as by the Apoſtles in his name delivered, Romans 15. 94 10, 
11. 1 Timothy 2, 4, 8. Proverbs 9. 1,5. Matthew 22, 4, 10. Luke 14+ 
7s 23» 

For 
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(29) 
For they have delivered to us the commandements of the Lord : 
Both what to hear, Mark 2. 24. ( viz ) That which we have al- 
ready heard, even from the beginning in the word of the truth of 
the Goſpel, as by them delivered, Hebrews 2. 1. with ch. 1. 1, 3. &c. 
170b.2.24427+1 Cor.15.1,3-2 Pet.2.12.t0 the end,with ch. 3.1,2.&c.) 
And alſo how co hear( Luke 8.18.)For the trying ot all things,in thote 
prophecyings which arc not to bedeſpiſed, but reſpeted and atten= 
dd by us,as well,as alſo for the tryal of every dottrine, or fpirir,thar 
may come to vs (viz. ) ſoas retaining and holding taſt that which 
1 izgood. Even the gocd word or doctrine of Chriſt, as already come 
inthefleſh 3 and ſo as having finiſhed the works the father gave him 
todo on the earth, and bcing received up into glory in chat body 
prepared for him in our nature, in which he bore our fins on the 
tree, as they have delivered the ſame unto us, cleaving to, and hol- 
ding faſt that, as the Tonch-ſtone and Rule of Tryal ; compare that, 
Luke $. 18. with 1 Theſſalonians 5. 20, 21. 2 Timothy 1. 13, 14, &c, 
1 John 4. 1, 6+ 

ok the ſame name, and fo by the Lord Jeſus, they have 
given us full inftruftions and commandements, how we ought to 
walk in all our remembrances and acknowledgment of him, and ap- 
proaches to him in his ordinances: ( 1 Theſſ.2. 11,12. andg.1z2.ec.) 
And in any thing where they have not limicted, or circumſcribed us, 
to this or that thing, or form, we are not to fall under the judgment, 
or become (ubjc& to the ordinances of men, ſuch as touch not, taſte 
not, handle nor, Coll, 2. 16, 20, 21- 

Yea they have inftrufted us how, and in what cafes, we are to be- 
hold Iſrael after the fleſh, for our helpfullneſs in the underſtanding 
anduſe of ordinances, as well as for example and admonition to ut, 
| Crrinthians 10.1418, 

2 In the manner of our ſeeking, remembring, an1 acknowledging him 
mbis wayes 3 It is after the Due Order : Alwayecs tarit, and chiefly, to 
mind the greater, or more weighty matters of the Jaw, of the things 
leclared in the Apoſtles doftrine, or inſtrufted to thereby, and (o re- 
Quired in precep.s, and not to negleUA the lighter matters (as they 
are called in compariſon of the greater,' though there is nothing in 
Gods law, doftrine, or requirings, that is in it (elf light ) but to 
obſerve them according to the inftruftion of, and in ſubſerviency to 
the greater and more weighty, Matthew 23. 23. Luke x1. 42. Hoſea 
6.6, Ay 

1 Th: end of all ordinances is the greater thing inthemw, and 
more weighty then the circumſtar c:5 in the manner of o'\ſervance, 
and fo to be minded and preterred, as the Avoſtle tfignitic*, both of 
thelaw, as given by Mſes, and a” Y the commandement of the 
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(30) 
everlaſting God in the Goſpel of Chriſt , and things inftrufted tg 
therein, from the end of which commandement, he ſaith; Some 
having (werved, or not ayming at that , have turned aſide to vain 
jangling, deliring to be teachers of the Law, and fo urging precept 
upon precep:, though without any certain ground, foundation, or rule 
ot harmonv,not knowing, rhat they laygnor whereot they affirm, The 
great things of his law being ttrauge things to them Hoſea. $, x2, 
with 1 Ti:n0thy 1. 536, 7+ 

Now the great end ot all ordinances, 18 to Preach, or witnels not 
our telves to our {elve*, or to him, or t»others 3 Bur Jelus the Lord 
co eeitifie of him unto us, and fo to huld forch and witneſs rcPente 
ance an.|remifſ:on oft ins in his name, and fur us to renember, ac. 
knowledge, wait upun , and feck unio him, C andnot our (clyes) 
in them. 

Thus we read of 7obxs bap:iziing them with water, as well zx his 
verbal pre:chiny ; That it was to manit.{t Chriit to Iſrael, not to 
manitelt Tſrae! co Chritt,, or co themielves, or one another, bur to 
manitc{t Criſt co them as the Sun of God, the Saviour of he Wo Ig, 
7 bn 1.29431. And fo all the people that heard, and the Publicans jus 
tified ( nocthemiclves but ) Gud, owned, and «cki-oyledged 
the truth of his teſtimony, and grace in Chrilt in being baprized with 
the baptiſm of Febiz, Luke 7. 29. 

Likewilc the Apoſtles baptizing the Nations of the C-tile;, with 
theic word, or doftrine, and ally with water in his name, it wy 
in order tvthe difcipling then unto Ch-ilt, en! wi purpole 
to Witnels repentance and reiniſliun of fius in his name to tem z not 
to Wiinels themſelves repentance and remillion of tins in iFem, or in 
their name, or any other tor them: Bit in the natvc of tha! Jeſus of 
Nazareth, that was d- ad, but is alive {or evcimuvic 3 coup re: Mat. 
28+ 1S, 19, With Luke 24 46, 47445. 

And fo the S:ipper of the Lord ,, is a commeinoria:ion and 
ſnewing torch ( not of our graces and «xcclicncics, but ) ot 
the Lords death till he come, 3z Corinthians 11+ 23, 26. That 
we might therein acknowledge , remember , and be inftruit- 
ed, and led into ſich adiſcerning of the Lords body , as thert- 
in to cxamine and judge our feives ( as we have hinted up» 
on that place bstorc. ) So likewiſe all our prayers iy him, and 
confetins of hin re 16 this great end ; That we and others 
might be led into and filled with the knowledge of him , that 
therein we may be ſtrengthned with all might in the inncr-man ; 
tha: Chriſt may dwe!! in our hearts by taith, that ſo we may 
be rooted and grounded in love, and filled with all guodnclts, 
and with all the tulneſs of God , thruugh the knowledge ant 
ail 
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(31) 
faith of him. All his ordinances, as ordained, and dc'ivered ''y 
him, teſtifie of him, and lead to him , an4 are given us ihat ve 
night remember hin in therf!,, as inall his wayes. 

Now this being the end of all, we are therefore direfed to Gods 
eftimony concerning Chriſt, as to the vilton of all viftions, and 
foundation and key of knowledge unto all ordinances, tor helping 
qur underſtandings in, and dircing to the right obſervance and ule» 
flneſs of the thines required in them. 

And therefore alſo for our underitanding, who they are, that wa'k 
they have the Apoſtles for an example, we are intltruQcd to conſt- 
der ( not fo much or firſtly, as a rule to know them by, the outwaid 
wpearance inthe zcalous obſervance of this, or that circumftance 3 
but ) the end of their converſation, which is J-(us Chrift. The 
lime ( even the mighry God and nur Saviour ) Yeſterday, and to 
diy, and for ever. In what he hath done, and is become himſelf, in 
his own body forus, in which he isthe Son of God, the Saviour of 
the World of man-kind withont difference or refpeRt of perſons, as all 
ze in themſelves, and as from Adam in a like contideratiun, wholly 
faful and milcrable by nature. 

An1 in what he is now doing, as the great and powerful Mediat ir, bes 
tween God andfmen : In which he is the living God, the Savior of 
| men, that thro1gh him they might believe and be ſaved. And c- 
ſpecially the Saviour of them, that through that grace to man-ward 
bringing ſalvation wherewith he prevents cvery man in due time, do 
delieve, 

An1 iz what he will do in his eternal judgment , at his ſecond 
el glorious appearing , anl kingd me : In which he fhall glv- 
riouſly appear 3 The mighty God and ow Swionur 3 the Szvi- 
orto the iitmolt of all the Iſrael of God, that through his 
love, love him, and wait for his appearing, they ſhall be fa- 
ed in the Lord with an everlaſting ſalvation, and (ſhall not 
de conform dd World without end, when all that now are in- 
cinſed ag (init him ſhall be athamed. 

Thus is J: (us C:rift in theſe three great thinps teſtified of him in 
the pre2ching of the Croſs , the ground and end of all ordinances, 
and fo the end of che converſation that is ordered ari he. The things 
princivally minded and aimed at in ail things, Philiprans 3.17, 20, 
21. Hebrews 13. 7, $. 

2 There are alſo ſome ordinances thit are niore weighty then 0+. 
thers, even of thoſe that are of his appointment, for us to remem= 
r, and wait, upon him in 3 yer ſome are to be chiefly preferred tor 
vurexercile, and carneltly to be attended to an | tiriven tor, to be 
kept without ſpot ( viz ) ſuch as moredircectly tend to the end of all,” 
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and are more plainly diſcovering ic, and leading to it, and are aÞe 
pointed as the morechoice inſtruments, and means thereto yea they 
are {ich as include others, and in which the diſcevery of the ground 
?nd aſe of others is brought unt» us, as the ordinance of baptizi 
with water, is included in the work or buline(s of Preaching the 
Croſs ot Crilt, being an outward way or ſeal to be ufed for wit. 
nelling repentance and remiſſion of tins in his nane, for, andto them 
as verbally preached in the goſpel. Anil thertorealto the ground,end, 
an] uſe of that ordinance is diſcovered in the Do@trinal Pceaching 
ot ch: Groſs 3 whence alſo the Apultle preters the Preaching of the 
Crois, before that ordinance of bapiizing with water, and was glad, 
he bapciz:d no more himſelf, Icaſt any thould ſay he baprized in his 
own nance; and gives this as the reaſon, why he was (fo indiffe. 
rent how few h: baptiz:d with his own hands. For, faith he, 
Chriſt frac me not to baptiz?, bur ro preach the Golpe', that is not 
onely, nor ſo much to baprize 3 the main bultneſs thac he was ſent 
eſpecially to look too, was the preaching ot the Golpe!, Or thus; 
He was not otherwiſe ſent to baptize, then as that is a thing inclu- 
ded in the work, or buſineſs of preaching the Goſpel as a lighter 
thing in the work orfervice required of them to that purpoſe, and 
therefore alwayesſo to be uſed as may be (ubſervieut to the greater=« 
For ( faith he) The preaching of the C:ofs ( That as diſtinguiſhed 
trom and in ſome ſenſe oppoled ro the other ordinance, as by it ſelf 
conhidered, as 1 Peter 3. 21. The baptifin that faverh anſwerably to 
the fizure there alluded to, is not the pirting away the filth of the 
fleſh C viz.) the outward baptiſm. Bur the anſwer of a gc od con» 
ſcience towards God, which ſtands in thi-, that Chriſt hath dyed; 
yea rather 1s rifen again, and 13 on the Right Hand of God, making 
intercellion tor us, and through him God jiſtifticth the ungadly, com» 
rare With that of Peter, Romans 8. 32, 33, 34, With chap. 4 5y 27) 
25. and5, 1, Hebrews 9.14, and 10. 19, 22. So here, not bapti« 
zing with water, but the preaching of the Croſs ) is to them that 
periſh foolithnefs, but to us that arc fave irs the power of God, 
I Cor. 1. 14, 15. 

So zl'o, there are other appointments for decency and order in af- 
ſerblings and vblervance of ordinances, as to ſay, men in praying 
or prophetying to have their head tmcovered, and women to have a 
covering onthe head, as likewiſe we find in the Scripmu:res+ plentiful 
diceftions to the ule of revercnd geſtures, as knecting or ſtanding in 
prayer to Od. ; 

Yet abt theſe, or ſuch Ike thine, the Apoſtle ſaith ; We have 
no ſuch cultome, nor in any of the Churches, as trom them, to be 
CORtentioue, 1 Cormthians 11, 1, 16, That in all things to be —_ 
cendc 
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tended and earneftly ftriven for, is onely the faith of the Goſpel, 
Jude 3- Phil. 1. 27. Gal. 2. 5. with Rom. 14+ and 1 Cor. 8. and go, 


tf, and 10. 23, 23. 

So ther? tc) teck che Lord regnluly, or after the due order, 1s in 
al 45 ſec King chiefly ro mind, and be exerciſed in the great things 
of Gods law, the things in which the Kingdome ſtandeth ; yea even 
fr cur under ftanding and direction to the ulcfulneſs of the lighter 
matcers, 4s may be ſubtcrvient to the greater, 

They then ſought him not after the due order , that ſpent their 
zeal and laid the ſtre(s of their Religion, in multiplying Altars, Sa- 
cifices, and Waihing?, yea in lighter matters, as Tything mint, 
Annis, Cummin, and regarded not, but neglcfcd the great things 
of Gods law , as judgement, mercy , and faith, Matth. 23. 23+ 
judgment, and the love of God, Luke 2. 42. For he dehired mercy, 
and not Sacrifice, and the knowledge of God rather then Burne of+ 
ferings 3 but they like men traſgreſſed the covenant, Iſrael hath for- 
gotten his maker, and buildeth Temples, Hoſea 6. 5, 6, 7. chap. 8. 
I, 145 14+ 

In lik mariner were they irregular, in all their ſeeking and wor- 
ſhip of God, who retuſing Gods councel to run into his name in 
Chriſt, as witneſſed in the Law and Prophets as their reft, and as 
the foundation and key of knowledge unto all precepts, did eſteem, 
and look upon the great things of his law, contained in that name 
wiineſſed, as ſtrange things to the | for their worſhip, or as 
having no relation co them, or influence upon them : And fo made 
the word ot the Lord to themſclves, Precepe upon Precept, Line upon 
Line, herea )icdle and therea little, &c. Iſa. 28. 12, 13, 16. Hoſ. $, 
12- With 1 Tim. 1.5, 6,7. 

To ſeek. the Lir4 regularly, or in @ right way, and ſo after the due 
wer, is. Toſcck him in the preparation, and (anRification of his 
Snftuary, with the whole treart, prepared , engaged, and devo- 
td tohim 3 in the inftruftion, encouragement, and acknowledge- 
ment of his name, as by his preventing and following grace there- 
=, bringing (alvation, they are taught, moved, and ftrength= 
ted, 
1 In the light, teaching, and inſtruftion of his name 3 tolook un« 
wand ſeck him in Chriſt, according to his will therein declared 
( vzz. ) for ſuch things, and in ſach manner, as we are inſtruted by 
the Spirit ( in that teſtimony of Chriſt and Gods name in him ) 
4 he helpeth our infic.niciesz thereby reaching, and inſtru» 

ng 18, 

To ſeek, with exrneineſs, fervency, an4 violence , tho Kingdome of 

and bis right:ouſneſ, 3 Thoſe things which Gud hath cerrainly 
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treaſured up for us in Chriſt and promiſed to give unto 'us with him, 
as wiſdome in the knowledge of him, ſtrength to receive, and abide 
in him. And ſo all things pertaining co lite, and godlineſs through 
the knowledge of him ; theſe things ro be fought in him , with ſuch 
carneſtneſs, tervency, and holy boldneſs, and confidence, without 
wavering, wrath, or doubting, as certainly knowing that God hath 
treaſured them up in Chriſt for us, and that he will freely give them 
wich kim to us, and that it is his good and acceptable will, that we 
ſh >uld be made partakers of them in and through him ; for he made 
him that knew no lin, tobe lin for us, that we might be made the 
rightebuſneſs of God in him, and hath made the witneſſcs of his 
goodneſs through him ; eſpecially his glorious Goſpel, his arm, er 

ower to ſave us; to open oureyes, and turn us from darkneſs to 
ight;, and from the power of Satan to God, that alſo in turn» 
ing we might through it receive the forgiveneſs of our fins and inhe» 
ritance among them, that are ſanihed by faith thar is in Jeſus, 2 
Cor. 5. 21. AGs5. 31. and 20. 32. and 26. 17, 18. Therefore theſe 
things fo to be ſought,in all our ſeekings, 1 Tim.2.3. Fan. 1.5,6.Prov, 
2.1, 6.and 4, 5,7. Matth, 7.7, 8. Epheſ. 1. 17, 18, &c. and 3. 13, 
17, &c Pſal. 32.6. 

And ſo with ſome degree of that earneftneſs, and fervency of ſpirit to 
ſeek and beg of God ſuch bleſſings of this life 3 as by the light of his te- 
ſtimony we may know, do molt conduce unto life and godlineſs for 
ovr ſelves and others, as the peace, good, and profperity of Feru- 
ſalem, Pſalm 122. The preſervation and cncreaſc of a ſeed of taith» 
tull Jabourcrs £o ſervehim in the world, that ſich may not fail from 
among men, but more of them be raiſed up, and thruſt forth into 
his harvcſt, Marth. 9. 37, 38. 

In like manner thc pardoning the iniquities, and healing the dif- 
caſcs, that procures ſuch judgments as the ctitting, off ſuch in the midlt 
vt their dayce*, or in the midſt of their work, and the healing and 
reltoring fuch, when there being (o cut off is threatned 3 theſe things 
may be forght and prayed for with more tervency and carnefineſs, 
then other bleſſings pertaining to th:is lite, tor as much as we know 
by the liyhr of his reftimony, they tend more eſpecially and direQ« 
ly to the promoting the things of Chrift, and fo the good of others 
j1 che world ; And that therefore its Gods good and acceptable will 
io Jade us wi h fuch benefits, and one of the ſpecial fruits of the me» 
diation of Chriſt to prelcrve ſuch, an4 procure the continiance of 
them 3 and a great judgement to have fuch 1o cut off, and failing 
rom us, and fuch as to which he is not willingly provoked , nor till 
by great iniquities and much ftubborneſs in them, and when ſo, is 
yet ready to repent of the evils fraiicd 2g2intt us un our turning to 
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kim that ſmites, yea ready to prepare our heart, and to cauſe his ear 
tohcar, And the effetual fervent prayer of a rightcous man availcth 
much unto it : Sze Fames 5. 13, 16, &'c. With Iſa. 45+ 11. Rome. 15. 

0, 31. Phil. 1. 19) 245 27 *4 2, 259 28, | 

So likewite for the laving or granting lite of ſparing unto ſich, c« 
ſpecially of our brethren inany p<culiar ſenſe as we fee have inned, 
even co the procuring a ſpeedy cutting off in their ingguitics, while 
yet we ſec i not finiſhed unto death, we areto ſeek and pray tor (pa= 
ring mercies for ſuch, wich a Jepree uf that earneſtneſs and fervency 
fore-mentioned, thu yet they may have ſpace and opportunity to 

ent, and {eek him while he may be found 3 and God ſhall give us 
li of ſpariog, to a farther gracions end, for them that lin nor unto 
death, compare 1 Fobx 5, 14 16- with Fames 5, 15. 16. See al- 
fo Luke 23. 34+ Ads 7. 49. Romans 9. 1, 2, and 10, 8. with Pſalm 
35-133 14 | 

Anl fr other things pertaining to this life , concerning which we 
uw nt by the light of his teſtimony , whether this or that may be 
bet fir us, or for others, or mot cond:cing unto life and godli= 
wſ;; Even ſo without carcfulneſs, earneltnels, or fervency for this 
orthat, to preſent our needs, wants, raffliftion, caſe and matters to 
him, and lcave it with him, waiting and fceking for his goed will 
tobe done, and that however he deal with us, he will not corre& us 
ivanger 3 char we may earneltly beg of him, as Pſalre 38. 1. and 6. 
L. Feremiah 10. 24. And ſo commirting our matters wholly to him, 
without a will or fervent ſpirit, for this or that, of all ſuch 
things as before, that he may add and diſpoſe to us what is good be- 
fore him, Phill;pprans 4.5, 6. Matthew 6. 32, 33. With Fames 4. 
I2, 15* 

Cr la the incouragement and ſtrength of his name,always retaining 
inthe midit of the heart the believing remembrance and conhiderati- 
on of that which he hath alreidy done for us, in not (paring his ow:, 
Son, bur delivering him up for us all, when we were yet finners, 
enemies, and without ſtrength, and of the plenteous redemption in 
tim through his blovd, nor forgetting all his benefics through char 
precious ſacrifice of the body of Chriſt once for all, and the powert«l 
uediation of the ſacrifices who is the Great Apoſtle and High-Pricit 
of our profeſſion ) beituw:d upon us. But calling them to mind, and 
tnfidering how they 1:2d into that good name, and commend to us 
that unſpeakable gifr, and the infinice grace in and thro:1yh it ; there 
keking our ſtrength and incouragement, and thereby ingaging our 
hearts to approach co him and ſeck his face for ſuch things, and in 
fuch wiſe as is according to his will therein declared (as aforeſaid.) 
And ſo waiting aud ſtaying on his name becautc it i8 good, yea cven 

2 whea 


when by any tryals or difficulties that befal ts, weare in darkneſs, 
and ſec no light, yet ſtaying upon that and triſting in him according 
to it, till he make that in every ſuch caſc a light co us, and piye yy 
to behold his righteouſneſs according to it, whip hearty ſubmiſſion 
to his Government,though ſometimes he make#to wait for that ; Ale 
waycs relinquiſhing all other lights, rejoycing*, and Incouragee 
ments, that. may oftcer themſelves from ſparks of our own kind« 
ling, or from any private grounds to come in that onely, and as that 
ingageth and incourageth ; So, in and unto all our ſeckinge, and 
ſtriving for the faith of the Goſpel ; ſtanding taſt in that one ſpi« 
rit, that is in the teſtimony ot Jeſus, ſeeking our ſtrength in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might, even in the grace that is in Chriſt Je« 
ſus, as revcaledin the glorious Goſpel, and going in that firength 
of the Lord (od, making mention - of his righteouſneſs, ( as our 
ſupport, incouragement, and ſtay._) And of his onely , Prat "I 
16, and 4, 1, and5o, 14, 15, and 52, 9, and 95, 1, 7, and 100, and 
103-2 Cor. 1. 9, 10. 1Tm.2. 1,8. Iſa. 50. 10, 11. with Mich. 7, 
7, 8, 9+ Iſaiah26, 3. with Philippians 4. 6s and 3. 3, Roman 5, 
I, 1. 

And ſo inthe ſtrength and ihcouragement of that grace and name 
of God in Chriſt, to perſwade others to be reconciled to God, in 
the publiſhing his name z becauſe God was in Chriſt reconciling the 
World to hinſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſcs to them, and' hh 
given us that word of reconciliation, inftrutting, moving . ad 
ſtrengthning to ſuch in deavyouring the good of others in } pe ; 
There ſeeking our ſtrength and incoirmgementCand not in any & cur 
gifts, parts, or exce!lencies )) to che Diſcipling the Nations, bop» 
tizing them inhis name, and p ing in that mighe according 1 or 
capacity, becauſe all power is pziven to him, as Lord and Savior, 
and by him the word of his Grace made able ( efpeciaily in the 
fai:htu!] miniftation of irc ) cogive them repentance and the fur- 

iv-neils of tine, 
s Li! * (9 {utter ihe little children to come to him, and receive 


then iT 3 nance 3 Becauſe of fuch is the Kingdome, Mark, 10. 14 
vitn WAY "7 27. 


And « ha” grod, and in that encotragement, inſtrufting go 
1273 acc ding to their capacity, to reoyce With his people, pray to 
, and ieck him while he may be found, and call on him white 

he 1+ ncar, obſerving whar Chritt com” auded his Ap: file, Proverss 
O% 1, 6. Tſciah 55. 1,6. 2 Cor. 5+ 14, 21. Matthew 28. 18, 20, Rom 


19- 6z 12 
And whatever we do in word or 'n &-: ' 1 M1 in the name ofthe 
Lord Jclus, giving thanks ww Gul 1 | hit, Col 3 176 
! 


2. Ir 


C36) 7 


C37) 


3 In, and with a hearty confellion, an x . 
name, and of the ——_—_ and nt —  faich _ 
therein acknowledging our own vileaeſs and fins, and — i 
ry one the Plague ot vur. own heart, a3 by che lighe and ner eVe= 
of his name diſcovered, and reproved, or by his correCti -— roma 
ding to the inſtruftions of kis name, ), witnefſed a ainſt. C ho 6 
our faults to him, and one to another, as A——_ and c_ 
that ſo he may be juſtified in his ſayings and proceeding: as, por. 
given i his name by vs, as 1 Kings $. 333 35, 38, 46 [4 : and giory 
on 32: 53 and 51, 5# Ter. 13. 15, 18, raed James 5. 
nd in tuch wilc (ceking jardon and healing in hi 
lingly giving up co him, -- laying apart _ ds = 
of his gracious reproofs, what ever {ccret purpoſe mi } _ 
iniquity, he diſcovers and reproves ; not ſecretly hidin dg... Fn 
our Tongue or in our Heart, that we may ftill hold it and find pt - 
ſure in it, even while yer we ate praying to him for hel _ p -— 
ing of the breaches, or evils procured co us by ir, nor ng = 
ligh', leaſt Com ſecret deels and wayes of our "own hea a+ " 
we love fhoald be deteFed by it, but coming to the Ii " we" yo 
earneſt hced to the inftraQtions ot his name, and ma + - pm 
ing our wayes thereby, thar we may yet he remake iO a —_— 
ſee not, as Fob 34. 31, 32. Pſalm 19.11, 12, &c, and 1 . 
Len. 33, 40, de. Fam. 1. 21,25. 3 , 39. 233 24+ 
ir 1:willingnc(s to ſee, and conteſs 0! 
= photos _—_— things that _— _—_— nh por oro 
acknowledge or be made ſenſible of our i ' 
; _ 18 from knowing and | enahbarr de 
e wil! of the Lord, Romans 12. | - x 
p:aceable fruir of his righteouſneſ : by RG ow fn 
12.11 415,16. fram gracio 8 returns of rrayers, and ——_— . I 
the light ot his countenance, and —dubs anche nd from bcholding 
os, EOS afar cnmprectons, Iaed 1 y over our iniqui- 
4 Yea the ſecret and wilfull retcining A 0.06 Tg 35 
lo coming to the knowledge of the truth, that we n > ys from 
ty 2 Jim. 2.617 » Ut; light be faved by 
1erctore faith Fame «Bl 
eh tons | fas ned ts Jn Io lc we ask not, or we 
luſt, or ſtill ſecretly retain the purpoſe r= Arg pay - upon Our 
the heare, whence he th 1+ a "tw" 9a : fails Ic -- of iniquity in 
up your fe]ycs ro Go ; Reſit the Devil an1 be pill fe Uo, ws 
Corkigh Gd, and be will draw nigh to you g Clerk one Wert 
ane purifie your hearts ye duuble minded, os [ngg _ 
q7- That yet WC Wcrc willing 2 diſcern, diligently » I, oc 
inco 
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into and conſider the Lords body, as to examine our felve:, ſearch 
and try our wayes in that glaſs, and to ſee what we (ce nor, and 
judge our lelvcs as there diſcovered and reproved, as we are inftry- 
ed, 1 Cor 11. 28, 31. Yea fv to remember him in all hi; wayes, ag 


to acknowledg him in all our wayes,not Icaning; to our own thoughts | 


or under{tanding. But as thoſe that call on the tather, who without 
reſpec of perſons j .dgah according to every mans work, to paſs the 
time of our ſojourning here in fear, The good Lord wold yet be 
mercitul, and pardon, ard heal us, though yet we be nct farified 
afcer the fantitcation of his ſanCtuary, were we but willing in the 
light and {Irenyt!1 of ais grace and name in Chriſt, { to prepare our 
hearts, or {ufi:r him to prepare and hx them to him, that the inj. 
quitics and idols might be dilcovcred, and the purpoſe or delire tg 
hide, ani! ho!d them fait , brok:n, and we made willing to fee, 
and part with them {7 the excellency of the knowledge of him 5 for 
he doth not onely alwaycs prevent with his abundant grace in Chriſt 
ro humble, bur will alſo prepare the heart of the humble, and cauſe 
his car to hear, Pſalm 10. 17. Iſaiah 1.16, 19. 2 Chroz 50. 18, 19. 
J ames 4+. 65 IO, 

Taus have his ſervants the Prophets that have ſpoken to us in the 
Name of the Lor, in all thcir ea:ncſt and diligent inquiries after 
God, and forunderi{tanding the viſions of the times, an.i the things 
that in both parts of them,as eo the aftual accompliſh-nent & bringing 
forth otthem, were then yer to come, namely the ſ{utfrings of Chiiſt, 
and the glory that ſh 11d foll w. Humbled themic'ves to che ſearch» 
ing or, and being ſenſible of, and acknowledging thcir injquitier, 
and the iniqui:ics of their people, as diſcowered in the inltruftions 


of his name, and written upon the rod 3 Sze Ezra 9. 6. to the end,s 


12, 1- Neh. 1.6, 7, and 9. tot. Pſalm 32.5, and 33, and 39. Iſa. 64 
5, 9. Dan. 9.3. 20, 

And thus they have inftruRted 15 in the wa',, not to be as the 
Horſe, or Mile, &c Pſalm 32. $- Bi to (ſearch and try our 
waye?, and turn toche Lord, to examine and judge or (elves in the 
erue light, to humble our ſelves in the tight of the Lurd, 2nd under 
his mighty hand. 

And furcly ſuch walking humbly, and mo::rntull; belure him in 
the {ence of or own vilencls, and ſearching our, and giving up our 
111q 4 ics and Idolle, in the light and power of Gods name in Chriſt, 
15 fond in the right worſhipping, in which the father is worſhipped 
in ſpr-ir,and truth in the light of the Spirits tcimony given ofChriſt 
and (o in Chriſt the ruth, 

Yea, the way, the truth, and the life 3 that r:joycing in and gi- 
ving glory unto C\riſt Jclus, in which the tather is truly honoured 
an 
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nd worſhipped in the ſpirit , hath alwayes n it, and is ic ſelf 
found in a ſting ſhame to our ſelves, and relinquiſhing all rejoy- 
cing in the fleſh, that no fleſh may glory in his preſence, Philipi- 


2.4, 
% 7 might here add, in this ſeeking him after the due Order, 


6 to the manner of our ſeeking 3 that there 4 init a joyning and 
deaving together in his name, and ſo ſeeking and ſtriving together 
for the faith of the Goſpel , even m the Unity of the ſpirit, with 
them that call on his Name in truth , that worſkip him in Chriſt ac 
ordinz to the Goſpel. 

The perſons with whom we may, and are to joyn, dwell, and 
walk in the Unity of the ſpirit, and ſo n__—_ wich whom we are 
to be followers of the Apoſtles, they are ſuch as walk as they have 
the Apoſtles for an example , 'Philippians 3. 17, 20, 21. And we zre 
diligently co mark, know, and diſtinguiſh them, by con{idertng 
theend of their converſation. ( Compare this to the Philippians, 
with Hebrews 13. 7, 8, 9. ) 

For there are many other walkers, zealous pretenders to godlineſs, 

mortification, holineſs, that have alſo much of the form, or out- 
ward appearance of it in many things, who yet are the enemies of 
the Croſs of Chriſt , the very en4 of their converſation ( though 
privily carried on under a fair (ſh:w of mortification and holineſs,with 
good words and fair ſpeeches to deceive the {imple is to deny the 
Lord that bought them.— 
- Todcſtroy or caſt down him from his excellency , to render him 
undefireable, and to corrupt believers from the {implicicy of him : 
And the thing thereto worthipped, adhered to, and magnified by 
them, is their own Belly, their 014n, or ſome private Spirit, cx- 
periments, works, mortifications, ſuff-rings, and the like, inſtcad 
of the perſon ot Chriſt, and the works tiniſhed in his body, and the 
grace treaſured up and hope ſet betureus in him, for this lite, and that 
10 come, as evidenced by the ſpirit of truth, in his teſtimony given 
of Chriſt : They glory in their ſhame, mind carihly things, chings 
-"m to ſence 3 and in which they have their portion in this 
te, 

But as for me ( fayes Darid ) 1 will bcho!d thy face in righte= 
oulneſs (C even in Chriſt the true light and manifeſtation of the righ= 
tonſneſs and glory of God, and fo in the great an jprecious Pro = 
miſes confi med in him. ) For here we wa!k by faith, that is the e- 
vidence of things not fcen , the contidence of things hoped tor ; 
and not by light. ) When I awake ( faycs he) namely in the mor- 
ning of the reſurreftion of the j it by Chrilt at his comming , then 1 
ball be ſatisfied with thine image (Pſalm 17, 15, with 2Cor. 4417. 
1S, and 
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iS. and 5,71,7, 9. Hebrews 11, 1. Romans 8.23, 24. So here the A« 
poltles convertation, and ſo theirs that walk as they hpve them for 
an example, is in Heaven, exerciſed in and about the treaſure they 
have there in the perſon of Chriſt, with Gud and the expetation 
they bave in him, as now appearing in the glorious preſence of 
God in the Heaven it (elf for them, from whence alſo they look for 
the ſame Saviour, the Lord J-ſus Chriſt to come jn the glory of his 
Father, which he now poſſeffeth in heaven with the father tor us, 
and to reſtore all things, and then to falhivn their vile bodyes unto 
the likeneſs of his glorio.1s bady, 

Acid fo the end of their c »nverſation is Jzſus Chriſt : The ſame, 
Yciterday, an.1co Dy, and forever, asalſo before is (hewed, the 
thing they aim at and ſtrive for in all their ſeckings, and in which 
they (eek righteouſneſs and ſtrength, is he faith ot the Golpel : yea 
theic are the true circumciſion, perſons truely redeemed, {cparated, 
and devoted from men, and irom their vain converſation unto God, 
the Iſrael of God, that are ſor:deemed an congregated to him, by 
the precious blood of Chriſt diſcovered in the Goſpel, and the grace 
of God therein commended , who alſo have their r.joycing in 
Chriſt 5 uiſhing for the <xcell-ncy of the knowledpe of him 
all confidence nr rej+ycing inthe fleſh, Phil. ; 3. &c.with Acts 20. 28. 
1 Pet. 1. 18. &c. Rom. 5. 1, 11» 

The other ſores of walkers ſuch as before mentioned, for they are 

many, and under many forms, areſoto be marked by vs, as to be 
diſtinguiſhed from the true brechren, and to be avoid:d an rirned 
from as ſtrangers, Proverbs 5, 1. 8. and 14. 7. and 19. 27. f} ba 1c 
5. Romans 16. 17, 18. 2 Timothy 2. 17, 21. 214] 3.1, 5- Bic with 
theſe, all or any of theſe worſhippers in the ſpitt', thai live their re» 
joycing in Chriſt Jeſus, ſo as for the exccllencie ©t the knowledge of 
him, relinquifhing flethly confitences that call on |::11:1 cut of a pure 
heart, as 2 Tim. 2. 22. _ 
—A tpirit fxed and purified from double niindedneſs, ( as to the 
ſ-iric of the mind at leaft )) tro ſ.ek rightcouſneſs and firempth in Je 
{us, having cheir hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience with the 
blood of Chriſt, and thercin ſer to ſeek all things pertaining to lite 
and godlineſs there, With theſe, 1 ſay, whatever diff.rences in ligh- 
ter matter?, or ſhortneſs in attainments, or infirmities may be found 
with any of them and diſcerned by us, yet we are to dwell and walk 
together wich ſuch, as we have opportunity , as brethren and fel» 
low-labourers, or helpers in our combatc ,  Strift or war» 
fare, 

The Unity of the Spitic to be endeavourcd to be kept with 
ſuch, and ſo in which fuch are to dwell and walk together in 

cic 
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their ſeeking the Lord , and ſtriving for the faith of the Goſpel. 
Hath in it 

5. Union of love, ſuch as in which they love one another, with 
ſuch peculiar manner of love, as with which they arc beluved of God, 
which is ſuch, as in which they are clled Suns, accepted in Chrilt 
a found in him, d-lighted in, and choſen to piculiar favour and 
fellow {hip, fo the love wherewith they arc to love one another, is 
ſach as wherewith they are not to Iove others ; That are yer of the 
world, or are gon out again from them into the world, as is ſignifi- 
&d, 1 John 4. 1,7. Yea ſich as in which they are to love as bre- 
thren beloved of God, 1 Petey 4. 8. with 1 Theſſulonians 1. 4. Colofi- 
181+ 4+ To eſtecm, reccive, and own another , as brethren in a 
peculiar ſenſe, even of one and the ſanie body, and heirs tugether of 
the grace of litc,as they have been all baptized,or waſhed trom the er- 
rours and pollutions of the world, into the faith and acknowledge- 
ment of that 6nc body of Chrift; ( that was broken tor us and 
br: ugh ſufferings perteRed, and offered once tor al', and nuw glo- 
tiged with che father for us }) and fo united by faich unto ir, and to 
ane another in it, even as they are called in one hope of their calling, 
1Cor. 12+ 12, 13. Epheſ. 4. 4. with chap. 5. 37. even fo they areto 
bye as brethren, and heirs together of the ſame inheritance, and cn 
the lame account, and terms as members of the ſame body to be fo 
rſpeted, cared tor, and delightcd in for fellowſhip in the Goſpel. 
And ſo alſo to be more abundantly piticd and tendc«(& in their infir- 
niics, and affliftions, and the covering of infirmities, bearing buc- 
hens, and healing diſeaſes, to be ſought with more abundant dili- 
gence, and as our own in a peculiar ſence more then others, to 
whom yet that love of pity and compaſlion is to be extended, cven 
u God, that is ſo abundantly gracious to all in his = love of pi- 
y and compaſlivn, wherewith he lovech chem in and through Chritt, 
vhen they arc yet dead in (ins & treſpaſſce, and fo not peculiacly be- 
bred by h'm with that manner of love, in which he receivech, de- 
lighes in,and takes pleaſure in perſons 3 is yer more abundantly rich 


J in that his tender mercy, pity,andcompaſhon,unto them that call on 


timin truth, that come to him by Chriſt, whom alſo he acceptech, 
teeiverh, and rakes pleaſure in (them, as they are found in Chriſt, 
dake 103. 11, 13+ and 145, $, 18, 19. Romans 10. 12. With 1 Peter 
+8, Col. 3« 9, 13- 

This love is to be the ſame and indifferent to them , as they are 
Chrifts in that peculiac ſence, without partialicy or reſpec of perſons, 
uthey are rich or poor, bond or free. And without difſimulation, 
& kypocrifie, to be in them one to anocher not ſo much in word or 
tongue, as in deed and truth. 

G 'Tis 
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'Tis indeed too general an evil, to lay ſo much of the fircſs of 
Religion in that Ioving which is in word and in tongue, as in tami« 
liar calling Brother and Siſter, and the like, that the loving indecd, 
and in truth as brethren, is negle&ed and torgotten, as it all ftyod 
in word and tongue. 

2 Union of mind, and d:{ign, as of one heart and foul, deing 
made to drink into that one Spirit that teſtifies «+ C riſt,inſtruRting, 
and framing to like mindedneſs with him, each minding and ſeeking 
che things which be Jeſus Chrilts, and to the things and good of 
one another , without guile, hypocrite, or partiallity , yea with 
a negleCt of themſelves, cheir own ends, intereſt: , and things as 
diſtin& from theſe, not regarding their own lite, that they may ear- 
neſtly follow, mind, and promore the one thing n-cdtull. As we read 
of multicudes of men expert in War, and that could keep Rank tha 
were not of double h-arr, bur all perte*t hatred, yea of cne heart, ty 
make David King, 1 Chronicles 12. 33- 3$. So all» we rc:d of the 
multitude of them that believed, Acts 4. 32. B-ing ot one heart and 
of one foul, as likewiſe Ads 2. 46. This that prayed tir Fobn 17, 
20, 23. and inſtruted too, Philippians 2. 1, 5, 20, 29. and 


» 2+ 

And indeed there cannot be that one-neſ*, or ſameneſs of mind, 
any other way but in the Lord meeting together there ; each tonind 
and feck the rhings which be J-ſus Chriſts with a neglect, each & 
their own : For it each be ſecking their own inrercfts or things, there 
can be no perteCt joyning of them together , becauſe their particular 
intereſts, or things will claſh one with another , in tomething or 
o:her. 

3 Union of way tor promoting this delign, working, and walk- 
ing together in the ſame work and way of the Lord, ſpeaking, or 
doing nothing through trite or vain glory , but trathing it in love 
{o as ſecking and (triving to walk cogether , in ſe:tirig torch, com» 
mending, cleaving to, and leading others unto, the ſame one Lord, 
and fo the one taith and the one baptiſm, that is of and by him, 
and the glory of God a+ ſhincd torth in his tace, unto, and for all 
things, 2nd in teaching all things therewith. Secking I ſay to walk, 
copether in this way of underſtanding, in their ſeveral gifts, admi- 
niſtcation*, operations, &. ſtudying and ſtriving each of therr, and 
rogether in the light and ſtrength of the Lord to ſpeak the fame 
thing,and to be perteAly joyncd rogerher in one mind and one judg- 
ment, that therebe no divitons, &c. (x Cor.1.10. and chap. 12. 6, 12 
with Epheſ. 4.1.15. ) Ando 

4 Union of accord and agreement, ſuch as in which all things by 
each one are ſought to be done in charity, and with the advice, = 
<0, 
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ſent, prayer*, and helpfulneſs of their brethren in the faith and pa- 
tience of Jc{us, that they may be bleſſed ont of the houſe of the Lord, 
and grow by that which every joynt ſupplyeth 3 and to that purpeſe 
the younger iubmitting ro the elder, mw of them one to another 
inthe fear of God. And fo there is in ir, 

g Anunion of fc Hlow(hip one wi h another, and that ix perſonal ſo= 
niety and companionlyp , tor fellowſhip in the Goſpel , and ordinances 
therevt, tor acqiainiing or {elves with the Joys and griets of one a- 
nother,for ſtirring up and exhorting co love and goud work*,not for= 
laking the afſembling of themſclvs tegether,as the manner of tome is, 
who are ſenſual not retaining the ſpirit. This of perſonal ſociety 
with them, that call on him out of a pure heart, is to be prized and 
embrag:d, as one of the choiceſt outward mercices, and bleflings of 
this lite, and of greateſt advantage to the one thing necdfull and to 
be ſtriven tor in all our ſeckings 3 namely, the faith of the Goſpel, 
and therefore the opportunities God gives for it, with dili- 
gence to be apprehended and improved : See Pſalm $4. and 
122. Afls 2. 42. 46- Hebrews 10. 23, 24, 25. with chapter 3. 
IN, 13. wk | writong 

And in communicatin? ou with another by ragkhtner, a1 diligent 
mproving the helptulneſs that we may enjoy from ſuch perſons ( as 
tore=ſaid ) by that meanes, when perſonal converſe or ſociety with 
them cannot be enjryed + Till come C taith the Apoſtle ) wo Ti- 
mthy, give attention to reading, Ec, Signitying, That when the 
Apoltle ſhud be perſonally pretenr with him, ic might beot mcrc 
ue and advantage to Tim thy to app'y himntelt ro pertonal converſe 
with him, and to attend tv what he might perfonally h:2r and re- 
cive f:om him ; Bir when opporcunicy tor that ts denyed, the read- 
ng, ſearchins, and (tuddy of the Scriptures of the Prophets and As 
poltles , and ſo the reading an conlidering the writings of ſacl 
3 have that Iipot knowledge fore-mencioned, the Word of God, 
ad teftimony ot J-{us, and tearching the Scriprares (ttt, whee 
ther thote rhings be lo, and in ſuch wile artending totft fe heles ro 
our nn.ler ftandingand ufctulnfs of the Seriprares, and yreat things 


of Gd. love con-ained in thomy O12t we may 1,00 from ſuch ner= 


ſons, i« in the next place of greac advanrag: and uitulnelt ro the 
mooting thele oor main att1i;« ; One'y here be vo ad oni{lhcd by 
the w 1d« of the wilc, piv ni torch trom one 5 Tat ITY Th rf 4+ 9 
man cn cather Crraves of Tromns, n r Figgs of Tiililes; fo nc. 
ther can we exP.C0t to rep any good tivwit or advantayc, but lofs ant 
Pllution, to he Corruring our ininds and manners trom cvil c 
munica' in, or the communicati n - bunt the thirge of Gord from 

vil per for1*, or {ch as love not the Lord Jefis Grit, nor live 

$33 


i l 
dit. dt Ae, Bis 267 


a ee rene a2 ATE 


" pn > 
: we oo Oe. 


( 44) 


lip of knowledge , that word of reconciliation in their heart, 
or mouths , or in ſome meaſure having it , yet are not (6 
ſubdued by it to let fall their imaginations and high thought 
of comprehending and making out thoſe things of the teſtimo. 
ny of God by the wiſdome of man , or of this World , andby 
the words which mans wiſdome teache.h , not willing to be- 
come Fooles in themſelves, that they may have all their wiſ- 
dome and ſtrength in that evidence and demonſtration of the 
Spirit that is in the teſtimony _ 

The diſcourſeror writings of fach, even of ſuch as the Iaf, 
though they the beſt and moſt to be reſpeRted of the ſeveral ſorts 
mentioned, becauſc they have in ſome meaſure the teſtimony 
of God , though not ſubdued by it, they fſeck to compre- 
hend and declare ic by mans wiſdome or words , ( as 1 Corin- 
thians 1. 17. and 2.1.4. and 3. 18, 19, 20. 1 Timethy 6, 21.) 
which makes that even ſuch helps of cither fort , are Jitcle help. 
fall co thoſe thae through Grace have believed, or to thecon- 
vincing the ignorant and gain-ſayers , becauſe they make it not 
theic bufineſs, nor doth their excellency lyc there , plaivly to 
ſhew and demonſtrate by the Scriptures Jeſus the Chriſt , and 
fo other things in that demonſtration of him by the Scriptures, 
and fo leave it on mens Conſciences as his word and in his 
name : But rather to (ſhew and demonſtrate thoſe things by 
ſtrength of reaſon or excellency of wiſdome and of words which 
mans Wiſdome teacheth, ( C_—_ the fore-mentioned Scrip- 
cures With Ads 18. 27, 28. ) Thoſe ſeeming he'ps may oc- 
caſizn to us muc" 'bedily excerciſe , and ſuch Kkinde of ſtudy 
as i8 a weariſomnels tothe fleſh 3 but the profit gained by them is but 
lictle, and for a little while. 

And it time were ſpared from ſuch diſcourſes and readings as 
in which chiefly the excellency of wiſdome and of words is 
ſhewed in declaring and for deinonſt-ating and making out the 
reſtimony of God, we might have more to ſpend better, and 
in more free and diligent attention to thoſe helps, that might be in» 
deed helps and pri firable to us; 

Bi how much more , are we togpo from the preſence of ſich 
{y0lith men as have not the lip of knowledye, fo ſoon as we 
perceive it , to ceaſe to hear the Inſtruftion that cavferh to err 
from the words of knowledge 3 becauſe not oncly they are in 
eiemlelves polluting , but allo that with more diligence and 
carn(tncls we may continue together in the Apoſtles Doftrine, 
and tcilowlh'p ſtriving toge her tor the faich of the Goſpel, that 1n 
nothing we may be terrified by our adverſarics, Wh 
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When the wicked did gather together in bands, and were therein 
more powerful ro do miſchicf, to rob, and rend from David ; he 
then reſolves to be a companion of all thoſe that fear the Lord, and 
of thoſe that in their fear, or worſhip kcep his way , his precepts ; 
28 of great advantage to {trengthen him againſt the bands of the wic- 


ked, Pſal. 119. 61, 63. 


So in the latter dayes when there arc of thoſe many ſorts of walk- 
ert, whoare enemics to the Croſs of Chriſt, the power of godlineſs, 
that creep into houſes, or gather into companies and ſocietier, like 
the Churches of Chrift. Then ſuch as Timothy are adviſed with more 
diligence to follow their work and dcfign rogether with them that 
call on hin our of a pure heart, 2 Timothy 2+ 22+ with chap. 3. 1: 6. 
And all of us to be followers together of the Apoſtles, and mark them 
which walk ſo as they have them for an example, conſidering the 
end of their converſation. (* as aforeſaid ) and fo knowing and 


| owning them for our companions to ſtrive together with ( Phy. 3, 


17, 18, 19, 20, 21. with chap. 1. 27, 28. and 2. 1. 6. &c. ) And 
that in all our as of ſecking, and ſtriving for the faith of the Goſ- 
pel, in all our hearing, ſpcaking, doing, ſufferingz yea in our 
prayers to God, as Romans 15. 30. with Epheſians 6. 18. Ads 1. 14. 
and 12, 12. 

See the many inſtrutions and earneft entreaties and exhortations 
tothis ſceking and ſtriving together, in the Scriptures already men- 
tioned and in divers others. 

Surely agood and pleaſant thing is this unity of the Spirit, and 
the generation of ſeekers dwelling together in it : For there the 
Lord hath commanded the bleſſing, even life tor evermore': Where 
ever two or three are gathered cogether in his name;there js he in the 
midſt of them, rendring them comely as Feruſalem, that is compa& 
together, and terrible a8 an Army with Banners, Pſam 103 Cant. 6, 
4. Mat. 18. 20. 

This laſt branch of order in the manner of our ſccking is ficly ad- 
ded to the latter part of the former branch : For onely by Fride 
commeth Contentim , Envying , and Strife ; An4 then follows con- 
fuſun an4 every evil work, Proverbs 13+ 19, James 3. 13. 16. and 
4+ 1, 6, 10, l 

Theretore our Saviour thus joyns them in his inſtruſtion and ex- 
hortation, Mark g. 50, Have Salt in your ſelves, have peace one 
with another : Mcaning, by Salt the humbling inſtcuftions otIche Goſ- 
pel and the reproofs of inſtruftion, and ſignifying that the retaining 
them, and ſufferi"g their effecacy each of us on our Spirits, is the 
way to have peace one with another ; hence alſothe Apoſtle inſtrufts 
with all Jowlincſs of mind, to endeavour to keep the unity of the 
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Spirit in the bond of peace, for there can bene union, or perfect 
Joyning together without ſuffering the deſires of vain glory to be ſub. 
ducd, and our ſclves to be broken off from our own purpoſe and de- 
tire, in which we are cach minding and ſeeking his own things, nor 
will there be any right ſubmiſſion of the younger to the e\der, nor of 
all of us one to another, in the fear of the Lord, without being cloa« 
thed with humility, in the hearty acknowledgement of his glorious 
name, Epheſians 4+ 2, 3, &c Philigians 2. 2,3, 4, 7, 20, 21. 1 Peter 
« Jy 6. 
: | -—— to theſe laſt conliderations of the due order in the manner 
of our ſeekjng, after which the Lord is to be fought by us. They ſeek 


him no; after the due order, that are not gathered together ed oh 


his name , and ſo ſeckeng hin in the inſtruftion, encouragement, 
and acknowledgement of ir, and in the unity of the Spirit in it 3 or 
thus : 

They that worſhip not in the ſpirit, in the light, teaching, and 
inſtcuCion of that one ſpirir, that is in and with the teſtimony of Je- 
ſas, taking of his things and ſhewing ther, and fo teaching all 
things and leading into all eruth. For as this 18 the ſpirit of prophe- 
fie, fo alſo of faith, and of grace, and ſupplication , in which all 
the true worſhippers worthip God, Rev. 19.10. 

They therefore worſhip nor arigh-, that worſhip not in the ſpirit, 
and ſo that have not their r. joycing in Chriſt Jc{1s, who is the truth 
wich a relinquiſhing and tree giving up all Idols and rejoycings in 
the fl {h, tor the excellency ot the knowledge ot him, fobn 4. 23, 24+ 
Phil. 3. 3. Particularly thus, 

1. They that run not into that name of Chriſt, in which is the e- 
vidence and demonſtration of the ſpirit with power for their light 
and inftruFion what to (eek tor ia him, ind from him, and how to 
feek, bur adhere eo their own or {one private ſpirie for that which 
will inſtruct andlcad, to feck and wait for in him, or from him, 
ſich things as God hath not put in him for us, and therefore not 
promiſed i give with him to us, as ſome fuch privatc affurances or 
ipeakings of peace, and litrings tw, as are more (yited to the fenfual 
min ', an may a lictle pratific the fleth that delices cafe or liberty, 
or like things, which inftruftions cane to err from the words of 
Knowledge ; and theretore ne ther can they ſtay upun or reſt ſagish+ 
ed wth the incouragrment and ftrengih which that ſpiric in thename 
ot the Lore Jetus giveth, to {re k im fo ho; ein 3 and wait mon 
him, and fo act with (hat rej: cing which is onely in Chritt ] (is 
be<ca rife that PIVeE NO INCONTagenent or ftrengih tO feck hope, or wait 
for fuch thing+ in him, or from him, or to feck in ſuch a way as by 
their own cr tumeprivate ſpirit, ligh:, word, or ſpaik of their own 

kindling 


% 
as _ FTY — , 


__ wm 


. (479 

kindling they are led to. They theretore run to ſuch ſparks for light, 
and hear, and for a time may walk in the light of them ; ſtollen wa« 
ters are {weet, and bread caten in-ſecret places is pleaſant, Bur from 
all thoſe ſparks and rejoycings in thei, they mult lye down in {r= 
row : Nor can theſe perſons while wiltully walking in this way,hear- 
tily acknowledge his name, or give glory to it, in ſubmicting, and 
falling down under the dilcoverics and ceproots of its inſtruttion, be= 
cauſe their deeds are evil. Their principal works and ways are ſo 
contrary to it and reproved by ir, nor can they be heartily uniced 
with thoſe that fear his name, and worſhip him in truth, And 
truly, any branches or rel!licks of that way of iniquity above=-menti- 
aned will have anſwcrable like effects of confulton and diforder upon 
thoſe that retain and walk in them. 

2. Nor are they ſeekins after the Aue order, that though in ſome good 
meaſure righc as to the fictt branch : Thar is, as co che things they 
ſeck and look for in him, and trom him ſecking according to his 
will ; yet are not content with chat ground of incouragement and 
way of approach, thai is onely in and through his blood and pows- 
erful mediation with ir, and cheretore inftead of attending princi- 
pally to ſeek farther atſirance of underſtanding in that, that their 
hearts might be comforied and ſtrengthned therein, arc ever (ceking, 
peeping into corners, and wairing tor ſome other private incourage- 
ment or ground of aff.irance, in which to ſeek, expet, and wait tor 
his rightcouſne(s in perfeting what c ncerns them, and ſo unſatisfi- 
fyed, if they cannot gather up or kindle {omething cf chat nature,as if 
they were without hope in the World,as it all that ever God hath done 
for them in his Son and for and to them throueh him, were nothing 
to aſſire them of the truth of his love and faichfulneſs , for che car- 
rying on his work in wh:t remains, in giving with his Son whatever 
is needful co the finiſhing his works unto the Day of Chriſt: And 
therefore ſecking at leaſt to pertet that hope, contidence, rej »ycing, 
and ſtrength co wait, which was begun by the Spiric in and through 
the Teſtimony of Jeſi-, ſeeking to perfeGt ir by the fleh,or according 
to irs wiſdome or delire, and not waiting through the ſpirit for the 
hope of righteouſneſs of taith. 

3 Nor yet are they ſeeking the Lord after the due Order , who 
though in ſome mealurc comming in this incuuragement and name, 
having their boldneſs by the blood of J-ſus, to approach by that new, 
- and living way conſecrated through his flcſh, yer are nor found fo 
drawing ncar With a trae heart, as in that tull af irance of faith, they 
are inſtrafted and Rrengcthned, Hebrews 10. 19. 22. James 4. $. But 
iT! ſecretly hideing, recaining, or regarding ſome way ot iniquity 
or Idol diſcovered and reproved. 
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If any man of the houſe of Iſrae! do fo, God will anſwer them ac« 
cording to their Idols , Ezeke! 14. 4,5. If David do fo God will 
not hear him, Pſalm 66. 18. Yea whoſoever hides his fin ſhall not 
proſper ; but he that confefſech a':d forſaketh, findeth mercy, Proverbs 
28. 13- Pſalm 32. 3, 455+ ; 

Yea this hiding ot our (in, and ſecret holding faſt any deceit, un. 
willingneſs to be made ſencible of it , and have ir diſcovered and 
purged, it hinders of proficable and orderly fellowſhip one with a- 
nother, and fo of the advantage and bencfic of that, and to be mer 
with in that way for clcanting 1s from all unrighe:ouſneſs, 

See 1 Jobs 14 7. 9. Comparing the Verſes we ſhall find, 

That walking in the | i9ht as he is in the Light, hath in it a confeſſion of 
our ſins in the belief and acknowledgement of his Name in Chriſt, the true 
light, as he is in the Revelatin and «pening of it , diſcovering and repro- 
ving them. 

And that this « the way to have hearty and profitable fellowſhip 
one with another, an4 ſo to injoy together thiſe ſpecial influences 
" of the vertues of his Bland , cleanſing us from all unrighteouſ- 
neſss Tea, 

Jo The want or wilfull ncglet of this laſt, viz. fellowſhip toge= 
ther in the Goſpel, is diſorder cnough to fill us with confuſion, and 
makeall our ſcekings unprofitable. 

It we ſhould think to ſeek the Lord with a full Spirit, in the in» 
ſtrution , encouragement , and acknowledgement of his name in 
eruch, and yer forſake the aſſembling of our telves together, as the 
manner of too many is, or negle& the advantages we might have, 
in the fellowſhip and help of our brethren out of an imagination, that 
weſtand no need of ſuch help, or can reccive no increaſe by , or 
through them, or are able to ſtand alone and manage our affairs in 
the Goſpel that concern our ſelves, and others as well of our ſelves, 
aud without fuch advice and help of brethren, as we might enjoy, 
and can, or may as well underſtand the wondrous things of Gods 
law contained in the Scriptures by our ſelves, as together with the 
the hclptulneſs of our brethren, that ace one with us in the faith and 
patience of Jcſus, | 

If ( I fay ) we ſhould any of usentertain and liſten to any ſuch 
yain thoughts, wedeceive our ſclves : For two is better then one, 
becauſe they have a good reward for their Jabour ; if they fall, the 
one will lift up his fellow : Bnt woe to him that is alone, 
ec. 

Again, If two lye together, there is heat z But how can one be 
warm a;one?And it one prevail againſt him,two ſhall wich-ſtand him z 
and a three fo!d Cord is nor cafily broken, Eccleſ. 4+ 9. 12. For 
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ahere two or three are gathered together in his Name, there 18 he in 
the midſt of thew, Marthew 18. 20. | 
And God hath (o ſer the men'bers in the Body, that the chiect, 
frongelt, or muſt eminenr, cannot (ay to the more feeble or interi- 
aur owes, | have no need of you, that there ſhould be no Sciſme in 
the Body, bur ti.at che members (houJd have the fame care one for a- 
nocher, and that the whole b.dy being ficly joyned and compe&t 
gether from him, who is the headeven Chriſt might by that which 
wery joynt ſupplyeth according tothe effeAual working in the mea» 
ſure of every party make increaſe unto the edifying of it felt in love, 
1 Cor. 12+ 12+ 25+ t phe. 4+ 7+ 15, 16, 
We (hall here add a word or two by way of particular application 
to our ſclves , of what hath been hitherto ſpoken to this 
Int. 
"That the Lord hath made a ſad and very grievous breach upon us 
wehave ſeen bef.'re, and now have taken a view of ſome ot thoſe 


| wes of iniquity, that are the procuring cauſes of ſuch j 1dgements 


uthey are expreſſed in this acknowledgement ; For that we ſought bin 
wt after the due order. 

Let us then ſearch and try our wayes, dcfiring God to teach us 
what we ſee not, and make us willing to be ſenſible wherein we our 
ſelves have been, and arc Tp with any of theſe wayes of ini- 
quity, which indeed are ſuch crooked paihes, as in which who fo 


walketh, ſhall know no peace. 
What [ (hall ſay in this application, I ſhall rank under theſe three 


head*. 

1 Hath not ſuch folly and iniquity been found too generally with 
us? As when a price hath bcen pur in our hands to get wildowe, 
we have had no heart to prefer and prize it according to the nature 
ad worth of it, to accept and improve it with earneſtneſs and di- 
ligence to the end tor which is was put in onr hand, cvento the pro- 
roking the Lord to take away what we had, becauſe in having we 
tad it not. And whocan ſay, his heart is clean ? How have we fo''- 
liſhly preferred things of lealt concernment ? Yea, cven for lying va- 
nities, che appearing beauty of which we have obſcrvedl, and let 
our eyes fly upon, have we not even for them by ſich obſerving 
them, negleCted, deſpiſed, and forſaken our own mercics ? Yea e- 
ren ſuch as co whom, the ſpeaking of God by his Son , through the 
miniſtration of this, and other his ſervants, hath bcen as a pleaſanz 


ng. 
Ya have not they, even while with their mouth they have ſhewed 
much love ; let their heart run after their coverouſneſs, pleafurer, 


and other luſts : And even loved,' and preferred the praile of men, 
H betors 
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before the praiſc of God. Yea though Goſpel convittions kave been 


many times on our ſpirics, yet how have we {hunned ghe light ? Be. 


cauſe our deeds were reproved by it, tmothering the truth of God in 
unrighteouſneſs, choaking che faving effecacy of it in our hearts, 
with the deceittulneſs of richer, the cares of this lite, and the lufty 
of other things, till we have ( itis to be teared ) many of us hard. 
ned our hearc3 to a hating inſtruftion, deſpiling, reprovt, nor obey. 
ing the voiceof eur tcacher?, nor inclining our car to them that in. 
{itrued us. 

Yea evcn toa ſecret murmuring and indignation againſt them, be. 
cauſe they teftificd concerning us, that our works were evil, though 
they didir in bearing witneſs to his infinite grace in Chriſt, for, and 
rowards ue, 

Ic was one of the greateſt griefs, and burchens on the Spirit of this 
Servant of the Lord, much complained of by him, towards his end, 
That he had preached the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt in this place, till je 
was made a reproach and derifion to him, till it waseven ſnuffed ar, 
and became contemptible, a burthenz yea a Savour of Death 
to them that ſometime had heard it wich gladnefe, and rejoy« 
ced in it. 

2 If we look farther, even upon the generality of thoſe that have 
a great zeal of God, and pretend to be carnc't ſeekers and worſhip. 
pers of him in theſe parts where this light ſhined, yea even among 
thoſe that were willing for a ſeaſon to rejoyce in his light, as F-bn 5, 


» 3% 
—_ how few ſeeking the Lord after the Ave order ? Bit tirkk ſecking 
to frame their hearts unto, and do ſomcrhing tor God , that thence 
they may conclude, God hath a gracious atf. tion cowards, and hath 
d-ne great things tor them in Chriſt. Firſt ſe.king ro know their love 
to him, that from thence they may conclude his love to them : Firſt 
ſeeking to know, or rathcr gueſs, or imagine their eleCion, before 
they will know or belicve Chrifts death tor them, yea that they may 
gather the knowledge of that from the other. And being fo tunda» 
mentally out of order, The Viſion of all, is become to them as a ſeal- 
ed book. h | 

The great ehings of his Law a ſtrange thing, having no underſtan- 
ding or perſwalion of the truth ot it, they can have no uſefulneſs of 
ir, a*toany of their worſhip , but their fear towards him is taught 
by the precepts of men, according to which they prefer, and lay the 
ſtceſs of their Religion, in the lighter matters, yea in the ordinan- 
ces of men, ſuch as Tonch nor, Taſte not , Handle not ; negleR- 
ing the weighty matters of the Law , as Judgement , Mercy, and 
Faith, Yea, how is the foundation and head ot the corner laid alide 
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by the chief builders, and teachers that they heap up to theme 
(elves ? 

May nor this complaint betaken up, of the generallity of thoſe 
that protels them ſelves the Churches of C'rilt, and are called by 
his name , and gathered into focictics, and pretended order : 
(Though it may dc teared of the grezteft part of them, not by him, 
got entring by (he Gour, bur climbing iy, or creeping in ſome 0+ 
ther way into (uch houſes ur Locictice, as the Apoſtle fore=tells u , 
fuch ſhall do in the latter Cayes, as under a form of godlineſs privi- 
ly deny the power of it, cheGrots of Chriſt , the Lord that dought 
| ng I ſay, may noc this complaint be taken up of the generality 
ofthem. ) That take away but their diſorder and irregyularneſs, and 


| what will belcſt them of all their Religions, or ot all their fear, or 


worſhip towards God, 

les co be feared of the greateſt part of chem, very lictle, if any 
thing, their tear, or worthip it felt, is little cle, buc a þundle of 
confulion and diſorder, their very ſtock, is a Dottrine of vanity and 
ſhes, cheic root, rottennels, and contution ( at leaſt in a grear pars 
of ic ) and what then can be cxpetted in any of the bl{ſomes or 
branches, as ſpringing from ſuch a root, but diſorder and confulton, 
likeas in the. Land of Darkneſs, where there is no order, and where 
their light is as darkne(#, as hath been oft bewailed by this ſervans 
of the Lord, concerning many of them among whom he formerly had 
his converſation. And with whom, and for whoſe good he fill !a- 
boured exceedingly, as he had opportunity , notwithſtanding the 
many diſcouragements he met with trom thei, but God hath caken 
tim from the evil. - 

3 If we go yet farcher to take a view of the true worſhipers, or 
ſuch as in ſome meaſure call on him in cruth , or at leatt are more 
findamentally in order then the former, Yet what diſorder and con- 
fuſion hath been found with them ? Yea what pollution in their holy 
hinge, had they as they have been redeemed from among men, and 
gathered together unto him, by the powerfull effecacy of his preci- 
ous blood diſcovered : Had they even fo, in the lighr, and power of 
that grace cleaved together in his name, a1 ſought the Lord after the 
Ge order, they might have 0 pa this breach ; yea hd weyer af- 
> the jadgement was deviſed and framcd againſt us, as a punithmenc 
and correCtion of our diſorder. 

Had we ( I ſay )) yet ſought him after the due order in this thing, 
and fo for the healing and reſtoring to us this our now deceaſed Bro- 
ther. While yet there was hope, as the taking him away, was along 
time evidently enough threatned before finiſhed , to give us oppor- 
wnity to ſcek him in due manner while he might have been found, 
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and intreated by us in that matter, If we would have judged our 
ſclver, ſurely we ſhould not thus have been judged 3 had we &ili- 
gently in the opportunity ( which is now palt for that )) prepared 
our ſelves to the ſearch and contideration, what is the. meaning of 
the voice in ſuch j.1dgements threatned, and fcarchcd and tryed our 
wayes in the true glals, and with a true heart, that whar js halting 
might be healcd. 

And ſo run into his name together, to ſee what we might have 
ſought for with tervency in ſuch a caſe as this, and on what ground, 


and in that inftruftion & incouragement ſought it of him, or rather - 


ſought him in it, (with a hearty acknowledgement of the evil of our 
ways and doings, humbling our ſelves under his mighty hand lifted 
up 3 That he would graciouſly teach us what we fee not, and make ys 
willing to ſec and be afhamed of, & give up what is diſcovered & re. 
proved, that he would prepare our hearts and cauſe hisearto hcargthat 
we might urn from our iniquities and underſtand his truth, and he 
might turn from the evil thrcatned, and not bring it upon us : Sure. 
ly this judgement might have been prevented ; God would have re. 
peated him of the evil, even when hehad deviſed and preparcd it a- 
gainſt ue, as Fer. 11. 8, 11. with 1 Cor. 11, 30, 31. 

For this ſhall every one that is godly , every true worſhipper of 
God, that worſhip in ſpirit and crath 3 yea fuch true worthippers 
Jayncly, and together ſtanding faſt in one Spirit, with one mind or 
ſoul, and fo in perſ.nal fellow({hip one wich another , as they have 
opportunity, they ſhall ſtrive tcgether in their prayers in a time of 
finding, even for this, To prepare our hearts ro him, that we may 
not ſtill hide our iniquity under our congi!”, or ſet up the Idol of it 
in our hearts, but heartily acknowledge and cunfels it unto him toe 
gether, and reſign it up to him that is ready to pardon and heal : 
And to cauſe his ear to hear, That he may do fur us tor his Namcs«- 
ſake, forgiving the iniquity of our (in. 

S.;rely in the Floods of great Watcrs they ſhall noe come nigh 
him, The Lord our God would graciouſly have hidicn us tron! the 
reproach and (hame of our iniquities, and compalled us aboit with 
ſongs of deliverance, Pſalm 32. 5, 6, 7. 

For he mectct!1 them that rejoyce, ard work righteouſneſs, and 
remember him in his waye?, in thoſe is continuance, and we thall be 
ſaved, But we are all as an unclean thing, ard our righteouſneſs in 
ſo giving glory to him as therein taking ſhane ro cur ſelves, and 
hearty confeflion of our (1n$ in the confeſſion of his name, and aſcri- 

bing righteouſneſs to him, is as filthy raggs 3 We ail do fade asa 
leaf, 

If at any time thcre be any little ſence off and humbling under his 
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mighty hand when lifted up, our goodneſs as the morning dew ear- 
ly paſſeih away, yea our iniquitics like the Winde hath caken us a- 
Way. 

Aud there i* none that calleth upon his Name, or ſtirreth up him- 
ſelf ro.take hold of him, as we are inſtrufted, Iſaiah 27. 5, 6. Sce 
chap. 64.5 7- 

Is not this complaint verificd among us ( 1 ſpeak it with ſhame and 
priet, as my felt with my brethren falling under the reproot of it. 
That in all our cr yings and prayings to God , when this evil was 
already come upon (8, in the ſentence of it, and when as yet the fi- 
niſhing of the ex«<cution of it might have becn prevented , yet we 
have not hitherto made our prayer unto God , that we might turn 
from our iniquities and underſtand his iruth, Therefore hath the 
Lord watched tor the evil and brought it upon us , for the Lord our 
God is righteou* in all his works which he doth, for we obeyed not 
his voice, Daniel 9. 13, 14+ And becauſe we did it not at the fi: it, 
Therefore the Loyd our God hath made this breach upon us, 

And this leads us unto the particular view of thoſe evils bewailed 
in the Text , unto which this acknowleCgement is here applycd ; 
We ſought hiza not after the due order : That is, they did nor this at 
the firſt, un:o wi:ich h« had now inftruftcd and count ed them. It's 
here te) be no-<d, 

That he direfts his councel tothe chief of the Fathers of the Priefs, the 
fons of Ac. 0n, and of the Levites, which whole Tribe were ſeparated from 
the re t of the C mgre ration, and given unto Aaron, and to his ſons the 
Prig'ts, to Mims 'er unto them, an to keep their charge and the charge of 
the whole © 12vep ation, to do the ſervice of the Tabernacle, to keep , and 
bear the Veſſels of the Lord, and to Miniſter to, an1 with the Priefts about 
holy things, a#1 fo with the Prieits were devoted unto God, in'tead of all 
the firt bors of the children of Tirael, Numbers 3. 1. 13. 45+ &. and 
chap. 18, 1.7. ay to the chict of the Fathers ot then», he dire&s 
his counce! ; lipnilying that they were eſpecially to keep, and look 
tothe keeninyp of thischarge, ſanCtitie your ſelves yee and your bre- 
thren, Oc. © w+.ich «lo agpree<2 Chron. 29. tot. 

The connve! h- ives, is, To ſanifie themſelves, they, and their bre= 
tbren, that te: might ring up the Ark of the Lord God of liracl to the 
place be had prepared fr is : For becauſe ye did not this at the fir f, The 
Lord our Go1 male & breach por us. 

The evils then tor which God made this breach npon them 
were, 

1. That the Pictts and Levites did not Santifie themſelves un- 


4D nor keep their charge , as tO bearing the Veſſels of the 
id, 
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2+ That the chief of the Fathers ot them, were negligent?, or not 
diligent in their care over the reſt, and Jooking to the whole charge 
of thcir Miniſtry about holy things, 

Now that we may apply this to our (clves, and ſee how far we 
are guiley of -the like evils, as anſwering to theſe, we are to con« 
hider, 

1. Who arc the holy Prieſthood, and choſen Generation , 
that are appointed to bear the Veſlels ot the Lord , and Mi- 
nifter for, and to othe:s, abouc holy things , now under the 
Goſpel. 

2. Whatis their charge. 

3. How they ſhould be ſanftified co it. 

4. What order is to be obſerved in the managing their affairs ; 
and how it anſwers co their order in the management of their tipical 
affairs under the Jaw. 

I, The Prieſt-hood it changed, fince the riling of the great High- 
Prieſt after the order ot Melchizedeck,, even the man Chriſt Jeſus 
throug h ſufferings gloriticd, inthe lame body in which he bore our 
fins on the tree, For no man taketh this honour unto himſelf, but he 
that is called of God as wa: Aaron, 1o alſo Chriſt gioriticd not hin;« 
ſelf to be made an High-Pricit, But he that ſaid unto him, Thou art 
my Son, To day have I begotten thee, he that prepared him a body, 
he that raiſed him from the Dead, now no more to rc<turn to cor= 
ruption, even the ſame ſaid unto him, Thou art a Prieft for ever 
aſter the order of Melchizedeck, Not atter the Jary of a Carnal Com- 
mandement, but after the power of an endleſs life ; For bccauſe this 
man continueth ever, therefore he hath an unchangeable Priefthood, 
therefore the Father hath made him in his own perſon, the Great, 
and everlaſting Apoſtle , and High-Pricſt of our profeſſion : And 
ther-fore alſo hath given unto him, all thoſe who through the pow- 
er of the Heavenly call, ( with which he calleth all in due time ) 
even through the diſcoverics and influences of that life in him , flo» 
wing from him, and through him, by which the Father draweth to 
him, are therein drawn and choſen out of the World, unto obedience 
( the obedience of faith ) and to the ſprinkling of the blood of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, 

Theſe the Father hath given to him to be his houſe, an holy 
Prieſt-hood to him, and ſo in a fſenſc, or after ſome ſort they are 
partakers with him of his Heavenly calling, to miniſter to, and 
with him about the holy things of the true ſanfuary which the Lord 
pitched and not man, to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices acceptable to 
God by hin, Heb. 3.1. 6., 1 Pet, 2, 3, 43 5, 93 10. Job, 17- 18+ 20- 
&c. Rom. 8.28. 30. " 
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The Miniſtration about holy things for and unto others, is not Ii- 
mitted to men of any one outward degree, order, or dignity in the 
world not to men wiſe and learncd in the wiſdome of this world, 
which is (cience fallly ſo called as to theſe things , and comes to 
ought, nor to men honourable approved of , and cf high account 
with men, no nor to 7;fach as are moſt eminently gifted among be- 
lievers, much lefs to ſuch of them, as have the worldly tyrnicure, 
obation, and authority. 

But the manifcſtation of the Spirit is given to cvcry one, that by 
that one Spirir, are baptized into that one body of Chrilt C whe- 
ther they be Jews, or Gentiles, bond, or free )) to profit others with 
all, z Corinthians 12.7. 11. Epheſians 4. 447+ 11, 12. 1 Cor. 14. 31, 
1 Peter 4. 10, 11- 

They all coming to him as to a living ſtone, That is, coming 
in the drawing and quickning force of the influences of that life in 
him, and ſo through the taſte of his graciouſneſs, arc as lively 
fones built up in him, a ſpiritval houſe for him to dwell and walk 
in, and ſo maniteſt himſelt in, and through them, Hebrews 3. 6. 2 
Corinthians 6. 16. 1 Corinthians 3. 16, 17. John 14. 21- £3. An holy 
Prieft-houd, to »ffer up by him Spiritual ſacrifices of praiſe ro Ged 
1 continually,even the fruit of their lips confcfling tohis name, as well 
a in doing good, and communicating, for with ſuch facrifices alſo 
God is well pleatcd, Heb. 13. 15, 16. 

A Choſen Generation, a Holy Nation, a Peculiar People, that 
they ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes of him that called them out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous light, 1 Peter 2. 4,5. 9, 10. They arc 
the Salt of the earth, the light of the World, tet, and preſerved in 
it, 10 ſhine as lights by hoJding forth the word of life in it in word 
and converſation,ſo working our to others their own ſalvation, Mat. 
$4 13, 16. Phil. 2.12. 16, 

Whencg Timothy is initru'ied to be an example of believers in word 
and converſation, &c. 1 Timothy 4. 12. That they might ail, cach 
in their place, and according to their capacity be followers ot him, 
wh was of Chriſt, and fo together with him of Chriſt and his A< 

lex, | 

Hence alſo our Saviour in Foby 17. Praying for ſuch peculiar bleſ- 

$ a8 in which the perſons prayed for, might be ſanAified through 
the truth, to the miniltration of it and holding it forth to the world 
which bleſſings he prayes not for, for the world, that they ſhould be 
conferred on any man that is yet abiding in the ltate, condition, and 
oy of the World , ſuch being not appointed of him to this ſcr* 
ce, - 
Yet he ſaith, he prayes for thoſe peculiar bleflinge, not onely for 
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thoſe ficſt meſſengers, whom he lent immediately to that work Of 
the Miniſtry, as the Father ſent him 3 and to whom he gave the grace 
of Apoſtlethip for obedience co the taith among all Nations, nor one« 
ly to the more eminently gifted believers. But in thoſe prayers, 
he alſo prayed for all thoſe, that in alter Aves thoula believe through 
theic word, That they allo might be one in this ſervice in 41cconda 
ſence, (© as receiving it, and thCir hinels rot, in oclieving through 
the Apoſtles doftrine, That they ail might be one, tn will and de- 
ſign with che Fatherand Son an4 with his Ap tle, for carrying on 
this by{ineſr, that thro:zgh him, by weanes of them inftramentally, 
the World might know and believe thu: the Father had fent Chriſt, 
the Saviour ot the World, and loveth tliofe that throigh his grace be= 
lieve, as he hath loved him (cr with ſuch manner o; love in a {ubor« 
dinatc ſenſe) Fobn 17. 9. 24- 

2 The Pricithoud being changed, there is therein made of neceſ- 
ſity achange alſo of the Jaw tor ſervice, There is veiily a dilanul- 
ling ot the commandement g ing betore, tor the weaknets and un- 
p ofi ableneſs of it. For the law made r ot':ing pert, but the bring« 
ing in of a better hope, bv the which we draw nigh to God : If 
perfeftion vere by the Levtica! Priclthood, under which the people 
received the law , what tarther need was there that another Pricft 
ſhould ariſe after the order oft Melchizedeck, &c, 

There is therefore achange ot the law tor ſervice. 

1. In reſpe& of the perſons unto whom their miniſtration of, 
and about ho!y things is to beextended, and amongtt whom to be 
exercilcd. 

2. In reſpet bf the manner of their work , or ſervice in 
the charge commitreed to them, yet in both it's fuch as anſwers 
10 thoſe patterns z ard tipical refnbfances that was in 
cheir?, 

1. Asto the perſons unto whom their miniſtry is to be extended, 
and among whm to be exerciſed. As their charge was to bear, 
and keep the veſſ:|s of the Lord, and to miniſter about holy things, 
for, and in the behalf of the whole C mgregacion of Iſrael after the 
fleſh, To whom was commitred the O-acles of Gud, the knowledge 
of which as given by the Prophets, was by the Þ. i. (ts lips, to bepre- 
ſ:rved amongſt and unto them, To whom 4lf{-- pe: tained the Adop- 
tion, the Glory, the Covenants, the giving «t the law, the ſervice of 
God, and the promiſes, Rome. 3. 2. and g. 4. 

Even ſo now, The charge ut the holy P {c{thood whom the Fa- 
ther hath given unto Chriſt, to miniſter unto Him, and keep bis 
charge , whois the great Apoſtle, and High-Pri- it ot «cur profel- 
fion, is to bear the veſſels of the Lord , and tv minitter hr oY 
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thing?, for, and in the bchalfe of , unto, and among all Na 
tions. 
"Unco the Apoſtles eminently, this chazpe was committed, to g» 
iato all the World, ro diſciple the Nations to Chriſt baptizing them 
in his name, preac'iing the Goſpel ro every creature of all the Nas» 
tiont, ſmall and great, Few and Gentile, bound and frec, witneſſing 
repencance and re:nifſion of ſinsto them, and amongſt chem as in his 
name for thew, a! thac in baprizing them ( with their word, or 
doftrine, and alſo a#an outward fral to that with water ) in his 
name 3 and therein teaching them eo obſerve as inſtrufted, moved, 
vd capacitated, by his preventing Grace through their word , all 
dings that Ch:ilt had commanded them. To them w3s commicied 
the grace of Apoſtleſhip for obedience to the faith among all Nations 
far his name, 

And unto all chem that believe through thcic word, in a fecon- 
dry ſenſe is this charge commietcd , Thar they (ſhould ſhine az 
lights in the World as they have: capacity, and opportunity in their 
ſeveral places where they ace ſet, ro keep that conupandement wiel:- 
out ſpot, until che appearing oft our Saviour Jctus Chriſt 3 They 
ought not to account any man common, or unclean, or as Jett uns 
der that outward ſtate of uncleanneſs, which ſomcrtime remained on 
the Gentiles, who are now made nigh by the blo9.l of Cluitt 49. 1. 
28. Epbeſ. 2. 13. 17. and 3. 1. 10. \ 

The Servants therefore, as Servants ( not as Lords or Workdly 
Princes by a worldly power, nor by the wrath of man ) are co in» 
deayour the gathering them togethsr, as many as they tinde , bath 
zoodand bad, and the bringing them into his houſe, to rejayce 
vith his People, to eat of his Bread, and drink of the Wine thar he 
qe Proverbs 9. 3, 4» 5+ Matthew 24.9, 10. Romans 15. 6. 
9. Oc. 

2. As tothe manner of their ſervice in the charge commited wo 
them whereas the ſervice of the Levitical Prieſthood, was exercifed in 
the tipes and patters of Heavenly things ; and fo in off:ring ſuch 
pifts and ſacrifices, as could never make themſelves, and therefore 
not the comers perfe& as pertaining to the Conſcience, but ſtood 
onely in mears and drinks, and divers waſhings , and tjpical rights 
and ceremonies impoſed on them , till the time ot reforma» 
tion, they had a Worldly or Earthly Sanfuary, and Velcls of the 
Miniſtry committed to their charge : They had an earthly and tipical 
Ark, and mercy feat al) patterns, and figures of thetrue, and is the 
Ark, the firſt Teſtameni which wade nothing perfet, bur pointed to 
#bcrter hope in Chriſt, and ſo were — &f the letter, and bad 
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2 miniſtration of death, to nurture and lead to life, and peace in him 
that was tocome. 

Now the ſervice of the holy Prieſthood is to þe exerciſed in the 
Heavenly things themſelves. That which 1: commicted to their 
charge, is, the revelation of Grace and Truth, as now come forth 
in, and by Jclus Chriſt delivered for our offences, and raifed 
again for our juſtification. The diſpentarion ot the tulneſs of cimes, 
in which al things arc gathered together in one,and {o in which is the 
revelation of the truth, and budy of all thofe figures, tipes, and 
ſhadowes in the law, cven in Chriſt , that excellent miniſtry, in 
which God hath blefſed us with all fpiritual bleſſings, whereas that 
committed to them, was but God: ſpeaking in divers parts, In this 
ſpeaking by bis Son laſt of all, is given unto us, the full and clear 
revelation of the name of the Father, in the manif. tation of the 
truth of all his former Oracles and promiſes to the Fathers, and (6 
of his infinitegrace and glory therein, and that in the face of Chriſt, 
in the diſcovery of which his name, The name of the Son is alſo re- 
vealed, in which he is manifeſted, as before witneſſed , in Oracler, 
Tipes, and Prophelics, and as the tulfilling, and body of them all, 
in what he hath already done, and by means thereof doth, and will 
do. The Son of God, the Saviour of the World. The Lamb of God 
that taketh away the tin of the World, the perfeft facritice and offe- 
ring for fin, That is, the oncly and comrplcat ranfome and price of 
redemprion for all. The Mcdiatonr between OG & and ment he High- 
Pricft over the houſe of God,yea the onely He, in whum it hath plea» 
fed che Father, that all fulneſs hould dwe!!, even the fulneſ: of the 
God-head bodily, and in whoſe blood the wh lc New Tella ant 
of precious promiſes, both for this life, and .he: i come is tealed, 
that alſo the pertormance of them may! be given fourth in due time 
with him. 

And this revelation of the Son, and fo of ih:- Father in him, is 
given 118 in the full evidence and demonſtration of tis Spirit, with 
plainneſs and power, in which alſo the name of the doly Spirir, the 
Spirit of Truth, is revealed in his full and plurious teſtimony of 
Chriſt, and ſo of the Father in him immediately given, and in his 
powertul preſence,. and working with it unto all things pertaining 
co life and god!ineſs ro the end ot the World, a+ vas betore prophe- 
lied of that powring forth of him from on high. 

And ſo they are Miniſters of the New Teſtament, not of the let- 
rer, but of the Spiric; being in this diſpenſation bleſſed with all 
Spiritual Bleflings, and thar not in earthly or tipical , bur in Hea-s 
venly things, even in Chriſt, in whom all Spiricual blcflings, the 
:ruth and bud; ot all txurcs and tipes arc treafiired up for us, andin 
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the rveelation of him brought to us, as in this Miniſtry committed 
tothe Holy Prielthood, That they thould offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices 
atprayer and praiſexo God continually, and confeſſion of his name 
by Jeſus Chrilt, as comed in the flefh, and fo that they ſhould Mi- 
nificr in the Heavenly things themfelves,and not in Tipes,Figures,or 
Patterns, as the Levitical Prieſthood , but in, and about the truc 
1 Snftuary, Mercy-Sca', A'tar, S:crifice, &c. as the truth and bge 
dy of all, is mer and fvund in him, 

So then, che b-aring, and keeping the charge of the Veſſels of the 
Lord, thar is nuw, the work, or ſervice of the Holy Priefthood un- 
ter the Goſpel, and was reſembled by the Piieſts, and Levites bear- 
ing, and keeping the charyc of the Ark, of the Sanuary , and of 
all the Veſſels of the Miniſtry 3 may be thus expreſſed. 

1+ Their great bulineſ(s, and the ſum of all, is co keep and to bear, 
even to bear upon them, and hold forth. The truth of God, as it is 
now come forth and manitcfted in the perſonal body of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which the Father prepared for him in our natre, that he might ds 
his will tor us, and in which he bore our fins on the Tree, and in 
which being raiſed from the dead, he is entred into his glory for us, 
which is ſuch, as in which it hath pleaſed che Father that a'l fulneſs 
ſhould dwell in him, even the fulneſs of the God-head bodily, That 
by him our faith and hope mightbe in God. They arc to hold faft, 
and hold forth to others, this acknowledgement or profeſſion of their 
faith, in which thoſe things, which the Prophets ſaid ſhonld come to 
paſs, T hat Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, and that he ſhould be the firſt that 
ſhould rife from the dead, and ſhould ſhew lighr ro the People, and 
to the Gentiles, is declared to be even fo fulilled, and come forth 
in that one offering, of his perſonal body once for all. And fo in him 
the truth, and body of all the tipes and ſhaJowes of the law. 

:Whence the houſe of God, which is the Church of the living God, 
as now it is fince the appearing of Chriſt , the Church ct the man 
Chciſt raiſed fron: the dead, who was dead, but is alive for ever- 
more, and ſtandeth in the name-and majeſty of God his Fathec to 
fecd, and rule, 

I fay his ſpiritual houſe, his holy Prieſthood, is ( according tothe 
general acception of that, 1 Timothy 3. 15. ) ſaid ro be, The Pillar 
and ground of truth, even of the maniteſtation of the truth, and 
righceouſneſs of God in all his former Oracle-, and promiſes given 
to the Fathers, and in all the grace and good things tipificd , and 
witnefſed in the law and Prophets, as now come forth in Chriſt 
niſed from the Dead, and treaſured up in his perſonal body for 
us, 

And though that Scripture _— anothes acception > ſuch as 
j k 


in 
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in which that clauſe, the pillar and ground of truth, is attributed to 
the living God that ſtands before it, and indeed He, even God in 
Chriſt, and ſo Be man Chriſt Jeſus in the name 5nd majeſty of Gag, 
he ts not onely the truth but in $he moſt full and abſolute ſenſe, the 
pillar and ground of ir, yet that underſtanding , though taken in 
here, diſtroyes not the ' wa. fore-menticned , in wbich allo His 
Church from him, and a in conjunRtion with him, the Head is fig. 
pificd to be in a ſubordinate (ſenſe the pillar and ground of truth : 
An4 bappily the words may be fo lefr,zthat we may take inthe ſenfe 
of both acceptions together. ! 

We ſhall bricfly ſpeak to it in the ſence we have mentioned, accor. 
ging to the uſual accepearion, as that alſo may ſtand and agree with 
the other. 

The truth of which in any ſence » The Church of the living God, 
& the Pillar and Ground , is ( #4 before hinted ) Feſus Chriſt bimſelf 
s raiſed from the Dead in that Body tm which be was delivered for 
our offences. And ſo the infinite fountain , and treaſury of grace , 
wnd truth in bim 0s {» cmmfidered anſwering to all the former Orgs 
cles, propheſies , end tipes 3 as that is manifeſted or brought 1; 
light by the Gofpell , &s now ſpoken forth by Feſus Chri? in theſe lai 
dayes , which Goſpel of our Salvation , 4s ſo come forth, therefore 
eminently ( as ditinguiſhed from former difpenſations , een 
From Gods freaking in the Law , and by the Prophets ) called thy 
truth , The word of Fruth , Epbeſiuns 1. 13. Fames 1, 18, + 

Corinthians 4- 1. 4+ with chap. 3. Not becauſe this fpteaking of 
God by Jeſuws Chritt is more true then any of his former ſpeakings in 
the Law , or by the Prophets , that cannot be , for , as bis yigh» 
teouſneſs # everlaiing , ſo bis whole Law, or Dottrine # the truth, 
The righteouſneſs of his te/tamonies is everlaſting 3 bis word true from 
the beginnin! , and every one of bis righteous judgements tor ever : 
They are al. infinite m truth and faithfulneſs like himſelfe , ſo that 
- one of them can be more true z Plalm 119. 140. 142. 144, 
140, with Plalm 12. 6, 7« and Proverbs 22. 20, 21. Ecclef, 19, 
20. Plelm 19. 7, 8, 9. But becauſe in this freaking of Gid by 
lis Son in theſe lat dayes, The truth of all thoſe former ſteakings 
is manife:e1, the infinite truth, faithfulnefs , and rigteouſaeſs of 
Gol, «in every on? of thoſe Oracl:s z Propheſies , an4 Typical wiz 
meſſes of things to come , # in this diſpenſation manifeted, revea- 
led , and brought to light, God did give #« bis purpoſe and groce 
in Chrijt, for ſaving and calling with an holy calling , even from 
the beginning of the World mm thoſe oracles and witneſſes of Chrit in 
the Law and Prophets , but he bath now manifeted his righteous 


weſs tit , by the appearing of Feſts Chrit , who hath aabbed 
cath, 
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death, and brought Life, and immortalty to light through the Goſpel : See 
zTia). x 9, 10, 11+ with Tic. x. x. 3. Roms I, 16, 17. 4nd3. ate 2 
Cor. 4+ I. 3+ 
Is ſus Chri as thus manifejted, and ſo in this ſpeaking of God by 
him is revealed, the truth and righteauſneſs of God, m thas fir't Oracle : 
The Sced of the Woman, ſhall bruiſe the Head of the Serpent, For, 
far this purpoſe was that Son of God manifeſted, that be might de/t roy the 
Works of the Devil. 
And therefore toraſmuch as the children Cofmen ) ace partakers 
of fi:ſh and blood, weakneſs, and mortallity as the fruit of fin thas 
t death z he likewiſe took parc of the ſame, in that one bo- 
dy, which che Father preparcd for him, made of a Woman, made 
under the Law, in which he was made ſubje& to all our infirmities 
that came on us by ſin, and ſo in the fimilitude of finful fleſh, yet 
wichout fin, and had all our iniquitics that the Lawcharged upon ur, 
w we fell under it through the fictt departure of our nature from God, 
even the guilt of that offence of one , and of all our natural filihi- 
neſs, as thence naturally and neceſſarily derived to us; —_— to- 
dim and cauſed to mcet together upon him, that through dcath, he 
ighe in the vertue of his ſuffering the j1dgement of this World, and 
in the power of his reſurretion, deſtroy him that had thee power of 
death, that is, the Devil , and deliver them who through fear of. 
death were all their life-time ſubjcft to bondage, &c. And he hath 
made Peace , and Atonemene for our fins by his blued, and ſo 
dy himſelt purged them away from before the Father , and is ſer 
down on his Right Hand, with his ſtripes we were heatcd , Chriſt 
hath redeemed us from the curſe of the Law , under which we muſt 
have been utterly baniſhed, and caſt out from God, and ſo neceſſa» 
rily lefrander the power of Satan, he hath obtaincd arcleaſe and diſ- 
e of thoſe tranſgreſſions , and fo of that judgement of this 
Warld unto himfelt, by his bearing that judgement, in bcing made 
acirſe for us 3 And fo, that all judgement is committed unto him 
over man=Kinde, chatthrough him they might be ſaved ; and there- 
in the Prince of this World is judged, and caft out of his principalli- 
ty over man, the power of dcath taken from him, and all men de- 
livered over inco the Kingdomep.zwer, and government of God by 
Chriſt, that in and throngh him the grace of God might bring ſal- 
ratioh to them, Ls 8, Hebr. 2. 14, 15. Gall 4. 4. 2 Cor. 5. 
"# ba 33 6. Gal. 3+ 13+ Jobn 12, 31, 32. and 5. 22. 27. Adis 
«31. Fobn 3. 17. 
fr him as thus manifeſted,God hath perf.'rmed and em bis truth 
end rigteou ſneſs in that great promiſe made to the F athers, That in Abra= 
hams Fede freaking not of his feeder of many,but of his ſeed is of one,which 
3 


feed is 
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is Chrit,Gen.22.18.G1l.3-16. JA! the nations of the earth frould be bleſſed, 
In tim the great bleſtns of lite from the Dead, erernal life, the reſtoring 
of ouy nature into the image and 2lory of Gol, and therein int» glorious ca« 
pacity and liberty torhe immegiate ky wledg of an1 fellowhhip with God,far 
exceeding the glory in & unto which wo were at fir't created in the firſt pube 
lick perſon an4 which we 1-'t by fin, Thi being that glory, which the onel; 
Begotten Son of God bad with the Father, before the WWorl4 was, which be 
hath now through ſufferinns obtained, t» be glorified with , an1 to poſſeſs 
for ever in that bay prepared for him in our Neture, in which he was cru» 
cifieA for us, "Thar he, might wow appear in the preſence of God in Heaven it 
felfe' fo us, while * c:nut appear for our ſolves, or in our own perſons, 
that through bins the gr ace of Gol may bring ſaluation to us, and that we 
cMmmins in his drawings by bim, may be ma4e accepted , and made the 
righteouſneſs of Gog in hint, and in Aue trme aually made partakers of 
that glory he nw pIſeth for us, together with him. And herein all bleſſings 
pertaining to life and godlincfs, as the forgiveneſs of all our ſins, 
the healing of all oar dileiſes while it is tro day 3 vertue, force, or 
efficacy with the Father, and ſo power in the name of the Father for 
the daily taking away thole fins of the worl!,that are now imputed to 
the people,which make lyable ro condemnation on a new account, & 
deſerve the wrath to come, and this by rmeanes of that death, which 
was for the redemption of the tranſgreſſi»ns under the firkt Teſta» 
ment, and fo all gifts tor men, even for the rebellious alſo, that the 
Lord Gd might dwell among them, as the fruit of the travel of his 
ſoil are prepared, and treaſured up in Chrift for them all, in that 
God hath raiſed him from the dead, and givcn him glory , that our 
faith and hope might be in God, 

And ſo all theſe things given with him, brought to light, in the 
teſtimony of Chriſt raifcd from the dead, in whoſe na nc repen- 
tance and remiſſion of ſins is preached unto, and among a!l Nations 
that it might be received in and through him, and in the receiving 
of him, even in the bclieving on his name, unto which allo his Goſ- 
pel is his arm, or power (ent forth, 1 Fobn 5+ 11, 12, Col 1. 14, 155 
19. and 2: 2,9. with Foha17.4,5. 1 Peter 1+ "1. Hebrews 1. 3.and 
9. 24. 1 Joh. 1. 1,2. Hebr. 7. 23« 25. &c. 2 Cor. $. 21. Joh. 14. 3+ 
Rom.8.17,18. Phil 3.3 9,10.21. 

In him is manifeſte4 the righteouſneſs of God in that promiſe, and Oath 
unto David, That f the frait of bis Loynes according to the Fleh, God 
would raiſe up Chrift to ſit on bis Thrrne. In that Gol bath made that Je- 
ſus of the ſeed of David after the Fleſh, both Lord and Chriſt, and ſet hiw 
on his Holy Hill, on his Right Hand, in that Glory of his Father, in which 
elſo be hall gloriouſly appear in dve time, to take to him his creat power 

axd reign, till all enemies be ſubdued, and then deliver up the Kingdome 
to 
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God his Father. He is already raiſed an entered into his glooy, and ſhall 
gw more retuirato Corruption. 

And as ſo raiſed an1 exalted with the Right Hand of Power, is called 
the ſure mercies of David in whom God hath manifetted his truth t» Da- 
rid, and that he will not Lye unto David, or fail him of a man to ſit on his 
Throne for ever, Aﬀts 2. 25, 36. and 13. 32. 37. compared with 2 Sam. 
I 7.12. 16-1 _ 2. 4. an1 $, 25+ with 2 Same 23.5. Plal. 89. 19.37. 

132+. 11. 11a. 55. 3, 4+ 6- 

oy bike, hols body and truth of thoſe manifold hguares, 
tipes, and ſhadowes under the law, as to inſtance in ſome few : He 
in thax body raiſed from the Dead, is the true Temple and Sandtu- 
ary, which the Lord hath pitched , and not MarfS Fobx 2. 19: 22. 
Hebrews 9. 11+ 2 Cor. 5, 1. In whom the fulneſs ot the God-head 
dwells bodily, that ſo of his fulneſs we may receive, Cv/, 2. g, {obn 
1, 16. As alſo the Great Apoſtle, and High-Prielt of our Profeflion, 
and ſo the Miniſter of the holy things, of that true Tabernacle of his 
own body, H:b.1.2. 

Andin comming intohim, others are made of the Spiritral Houſe 
and holy Prieſthood ( as betoreis ſh:wed. ) He is the body , and 
truth of all /ignified in thoſe tipical offerings of the Lord, made by 
re, yea of all choſe Sacrifices, Atonements, and Offerings tor fin, in 
that offering of tris own body once forall jn which the Father hath 
ſmelc a Cavour vof reſt tor ever, and which he ever Nvcs to preſent, and 
now to arpear in, in the preſence of God for us. 

He is the rrue Ark, and treafury' of all Grace and Truth, for 
the Lav came by Moſes, diſcovering tin, witnelling and Jeading to 
the bectc: hope in Chrift, and this whole Teſtament was kept in the 
Ack, with divers other things. | | 

But peace and erich in the forgiveneſs of fins, charged by the Law, 
and the talfilling all the Tipes and ſhadowes of it, came' by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and is now manitcited, as kept and treaſured up in him, in 
whom arc hid all the Treaſures oft Wiſdome and Knowle&ze, thar 
with him they may be given and opened tout; and fo he is the true 
mercy (eat, anſwering to the tipical one which comered the Ark of the 
Tetament that charged with ſin a1 concluded under curſe, and whence 
alſo the oracle came forth ; He is the propitiation or covering, the a- 
tonement, and reconciliation for our fins, and not for our hns oe 
ly 3 bat alſo for the 1:15 of the whole World ; He is our Pcace, and 

fois al{n the way by and through which God is gracious, and 
ſpeaks graciiaifly ro men, yeathe Oracle by whom ke bath ſpoken, 
and through which he ſpeaketh tc 11% in theſe laſt d we?. Yca nm"! .}, 
the Qyl for ancin.tingto ſervice,and gh» for directing in! — 
ip, even in the man Chriſt 1: (++. +4 (Lo . hs x 
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vation of hlm, in the Doftrine of God our Saviour, in which dif- 
penſation of the f.uIneſs of times, God hath gathered together all 
things in one, even in Chriſt, and fo given 1 the manifcitation of 
the truth of all thoſe former Oracle:, Prephelice, Tiyes, and Sha- 
dowet, inthe tcltiniony of Jeſus of the (ced of David after the tleſh, 
delivered for vir offences, and raifcd again for our juſtificati- 
On. 
Of this truth of all former witnfſes a» halowes, and ſo of the righte. 
ouſneſ; of God intovenm, as nw come Forth m Chrit, the Church may be 
Jaid to be the Pillar and ground ; nit ſo as t» uphold, vr ſupport the truth 
in a proper ſenje. To be put to thgt charge, and bard ſervice i proper t 
the makers, and w wor ſhipper fIdo!;, the mmagined Deities, ant Kicks of 
mens chufſinz, which indeed are'n) Gods, but vanity and !yes , and there 
fore cannit bear up, ſupport, or ſave them that 19h, to the nor can they 
*and by themſelves 3 but mu't be born up, ard mamtained by them that 
makg and worſhip them. And prove ſo heavy a burthex 10 the weary bea}, 
that they are not able t» ſupp it, maintain. delend, and ſave then, l(a, 
46: 1,2. 5+ 7. ſer. 10. 5. &c. 

But che portion of Iſrael is not Tike them, fur he is the former of 
a'l chings. The truth of God in Chrift,as now railcd trom the dead,is 
the begerter, maintainer, and upholdcr of his Chruch, Iſa. 46, 3» 4. 
Jeremiah 10. 10, &c. with Fames 1. 18. 1 Timithy 4. x0, In 
the Lord they have righeeoutneſs and ftrengrh , Iſaiah 45. 20, 

pur their work, to which alſo they arc begotten, and Rtrengrhned 
of him is ſo to keep, retain, and bear upon them, the writing of this 
manifeſtation of the cruth of God, in the tidings and patterns of it, 
ſo fair and without ſpot, that others may fſce and read it in their 
word and converiation, and fo initrumentally alſo throngh him that 
worketh in them nuighiily, to maintain a4 defend it in che World, 
To watch in all things, to keep the comi:1andement delivered to 
them withont ſpot anrebuk:ble, &c. I hat the truth of the Goſpel 
may continue wich others. Sou Paul wat a choſen Veſſel tro Chrift, 
to bear his name betore the Gentiles, an Kings, and the children of 
Iſrael, 10 keep the Faith, and that che tr:th of the Goſpel might con« 
rinue with others, Ads 9.15. 2 Timathy 4 7. Gal. 2.5. And fo he 
inſtructs Timothy to watch in all chings, roche kriping this charge, 
1 Tims 6.12, 133 14+ and 2 Timg*5. Andoilt .ievers ſo to fhineas 
lights in che World, asa City {ct on .. Hill, 4s 4 Candle ona Can» 
die-ſtick, holding torth the word of lite in word and converlation, 
That it may be ſcen and read of all men, Matt'ew5, 14, 15, 16+ Phi 
lippians 2. 15, 16+ 
And as in old time a pillar was uſcd for a wines & remembranee 
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of Gods gracious appearances , Gen, 28, 11. 18. 22. and 35. 11. 
14 15- As allo for a witneſs of peace and reconciliation, Gey. Zr. 
45.51,5:» Andfora manifeſtation of Gods preſence with a pco- 
ple, and for a guide to thew, Exodrs 13+ 21, 22+ And as the law 
wa; appointed to be written on ſeveral pillars, as on the Poſts of 
keir houle, and on their Gates, Det. 6. 9. ard 11+ 20. 

Sothis Huuſc of God, which is the Church ot the living Cod, is 
he pillar appointed 'ot Ged, to bear up and keep in remembrance, 
gen to the view of other?, the glorieus grace of the firit appearance 
of Chriſt, even till his comming again, and to keep and bear upon 
them the witncfs or manitcſtation of that peace, or reconciliation 
vwhGod for men, which he hath made, and is become through his 
blood, & while ſo continued & preſerved an:ong a people,they are a 
viinc(s of his mercitul preſence with them, his nighne(s and wait= 
ing thas he may be gracious to them, 2 Cor. 5. 18 20. with chap. 6, 
112+ Iſaiah 55. 5, 6. and 50. 1, 2. and 30. 18. 25, 21, And ſet and 
reſerved tor a light, an guide co be obſerve and tollowed, Mats 
thw 5. 13, 14+ Hebrews 1. 3.7, 8. Phil. 2.15, 16. 

And to that purpole to bear upon them, and lift up to the fighe 
ad view of others, and ſo to huld forth to them that all men may 
ſee, The mar.iteſtation of the truth of God, in all his former Ora- 
ces, and witneſſes in the tipes, and ſhadowes of the law ; as now 
come forth in the perſonal body ot Chriſt raiſed from the dead ; 
whoſe name they are ſo to bear, as they may therein ficw the end of 
the law in him, and ſo the body of all the former ſhadoweg;and truth 
henified in them, and ſo him the fountain of all grace and truth, 
the treaſury of all Wiſdome and Knowledge, &>c. ( as before is ſhew= 
d. ) And this Houſe of God, the Holy Nation, are alſo in man 
xicties, as they are in ſeveral places, ard fo many pillars. And fo 
may be included in the fenſe ot thoſe ſeven pillars, Witdowe hath 
bewen out, Proverbs 9, 1+ Thoſe Gates and Pouſtes of his Doors. 
(Anſwering to Dert. 6. 9, and 11. 20, ) At which whoſo watcherh 
Gyly, and waiteth, hcaring him there, is blefſed, Proverbs $. 343 
{See what is aid of the manifold uſe ot pillars, and the alluſion to 
them in this dufinef« in the explicic declaration of the ceftimuny of 
Chriſt, by Thomas Moor ſenior, Pages 287. 290. ) 

And fo they are the ground or Tables on which i'1s writcer, ( in 
ſome ſenſe anſwering to that, Habbacik 2. 2. ) That others may 
md it, as the C:rinths were the Apottles Epiltle,forifmuch as they 
Were manitcitly declared to be the Epiſtle of Chriſt, the ground on 
Which the minde and things of Chriſt are fo wricten by the (piric of 
the living God, evidencing, and writing them in and through the 
Apoſtles Doftrinc, on the Tables - their hearts and tcllowſhip?, 

that 
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that receive and abide in it, that ic may be ſcen, and read of all men 
in their word and converſation, in both which they are fet to ſhine 
at lizhcs in the World, by retaining in them and bearing upon them 
that others may (ec, and fo hulding forth the word of life, even of 
Chriſt raiſed trom the deal, in a tair writing, and faichiul diſcovery 
of the cilingr, and pacrterns of it, That others nay behvId all goud- 
neſs and truth in it, and fo allo in a {1\bordinate (cnte inflraniencal. 
ly Keeping, maintaining, and defending ir, andihe yoodnefsand 
trath ot ic amongſt themtelves, and to the World apainit all adverſz. 
ries , ſtriving together tor the taith oft the Golpcl , Philitians 
L. 27. 

And fo theie work is, With that w: rd of righ:confnels, The prey 
things of his law, as now come forth by Chriſt, which are rhe main 
things to be kepr, looked to, ftriven tor, and held tori: by them 
in their whole Miniſtry for, and unto all things. 1 fay, with thattg 
inltruct, reprove, exhort, comfort, ec. 2 Tim. 4+ 2+ Tit. 3. 11, 
IY* 

And as in all this, they are inſt.uments, or veſſc1s, through whom 
he carryes the ſeed of his word, and (© conveycs his heavenly trea» 
fure to the hearts of others, fo their work inſtrumentally and 
through him is ſaid to be, to ſpeak to the heart , to be Miniſters of 
Spirit, ro open the blinde eves, and turn mcn from darkncls to 
light, and trom the power of Satan to God, thar they may reccive 
the forgivenel of tins and inheritance with them thac are fſantifed 
by fait that is in Chrift ; yea they arc a ſweet ſavour unto God in 
them that are ſaved, and in them that perilh, to the one, they are 
the ſavour of death into death, and to the other the ſavour of life 
unto lite, If. 35. 3, 4. and go. 1, 2. 2 Cor. 2. 14+ 17. and 3. tot. and 
4+ Iz 2+ Acis 26.18. And to this purpole. 

2. To them is committed the keeping and charge of holy and de» 
voted thing. 

1. Of Gods Ordinances of Divine Wor hip, that are appointed for bear- 
mg ant tewng forth the Lords Bidy that was broken for us, and through 
ſufferings is entered into his glory, and ſo for witneſſing repentance an1r& 
mifion of (ns in his name, unto, and among the Nations; as the Prea- 
chr1g of the Croſs, and therein, the Vewing the things of Chri out of the 
Scriptures im the exerciſe of thoſe geſts of propheſe, or teaching, as every 
man hath received the »1ft, this work is committed to them , even to the 
whole body of the Saints, each to ſerve in it according to bis) ſeveral abilis 
ty, and thoreforethe v1fis te fit for it, onely grven unto them, and di tris 
buted among them , according ty» bz pleaſure , Ephetians 4+ 7: 
Ii, 12. 

Aud {o the other Ordinances, in which the ſame things are to be 
ſhewed, 
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hewed, and holden forth in the Church and to the World. The 
management of thoſe affaires, the teaching the Nations to obſerve, 
and how to obſerve with them what was given to the Apoſtles in 
commandencn', har ſo they, the Gentiles may rejoyce with his 
reople, tiele things are committed and given in charge unto them. 
Bi: to the wicked, or unreconciled perſuns that are not reconciled 
God by Jclus Chriſt, 2nd ſo have not that word of reconciliation, 
(viz. ) That God was in Chrilt reconciling the World to himſelf, 
6c, And rhe love of Chrilt thence conſtraining to perſwade men 
with it; To:hem God faich, What haſt thou to do to take my co= 
jenarit in thy mouth, that hateſt ro be retormed by my law? His 
Gints are to be gathered together to him, to keep, and look to this 
charge, even thulte that have made, or entered into covenant with 
him by the Sacrifice ut his Son, Pſalm 50. 1, 2.5, 6- 14, 15. 2 Cor. 
F- 14+ 20. 

2. Uf perſons that aye given unt? th? Church in his name, or alſo cal- 
4 ts be holy an4 devoted firit to the Lox, and then to them according to 


| the will of £704. It 1s contained in their charze, not onely to cal! others to 


Cbritt, and into his houſe, and to receive thoſe that come, as Chrit recei- 
1 them to the alrry of God : Tea even to receive children in his name, 
ſuch as are brought by others, under whoſe tuition they are, as given from 
Gove not Onely to their parents, but alſo to theChurch of Chriit in his name, 
& the price of his blood, an4 part of his Kinavdome an4 charge, and ſo 
committed t» them, as part of their charge, for #» man can receive any 
thing in his name. except it be ſo given them from above, therefore the in- 
mTultion to the ſervants to receive them in his name, in their minttration , 
mplyes their being fo arven unto them: But therefore alſo, it is containet 
mtheir chayg-, or ſervice, t» take the care and over«(ight of ſuch, as ſo 
ome, Or are bro ght to them in his name, or by Gods providence, le t, an4 
mmmtted totheir care an l charge, 1 hat they my be trained ups and edus 
cated in the wurtore and School of C. brit, ASmWweans and capacity thereto ts 
eforde1y, whence children given by Gods gracious providence, to any of the 
Church, are ſaid tle holy, Miri 9. 36, 37. and 10: 13, 14. with Jobu 
3. 27. 1 Giir. 7. 14. 

Yea they are in c{pecial minner to witch for the ſoules of ſuch, 
#adhere or liſten co the Apottls Doftrine with them, as being ſes 
s Watch-mcn, and gi dee ) according '0 their tfinefs and abilicy 
given thein ot God ) over tuch in the Word of the Lord, and as 
thoſe that nul} give an account, that they may do ic With joy and 
not with grict, F2, kr] 35.7. Hebrews 13. 7. 17. For a:! (ach arc in 
aſenle deyored v. {cls commited tw oihcir charge, to be {cared tor, 
born, an.l warched over by thei. 

And (0 likewitc more etpecially, and as to the promoting of the 
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fore-mentioned en4s alſo, to take heed to themſelves and to the 
Dodtrine, that they continue therein, that in (+ doirg, they may 
ſave theinfelves and others, to keep themielves, 2nd fo one x. 
noth-r in the love of Chrift, unſpotted from the wort, as Templeg 
of the Holy Ghoſt, veſſels devored to holy utr, building up then. 
ſelves in their moſt holy taith, praying in the Holy Ghoſt, looking 
for the mercy of God unto erernal lite, Jule 20. 21. 1 Tim. 4. 15. 
x Cor» 3. 16, 17. and 6. 13. 20. 

And this brings us into the next conhderacions 

3. How they ought to fanctifhie themicives, or be ſantificd un 0, 
and in this ſervice. 

1. Therc is a prceio'1s Sanification, neceſliry ro fir them to this 
ſervice anſwering ed tl.at ſeparation and conſecration ot themfelyes 
to the Lord, which was in that whole Tribe of Levy, eathering 
themſelves unto Moſes, to obcy the word of the Lord and kcep his 
covenant, in which he ſaid unto his Father and Mother, I have nor 
ſecn them, neither did he acknowledge his brethren, nor knew fi; 
own children, of which weread, Exodus 32. 26.29. Deuteronomy 33, 
9. Upon which they were blefſcd with that blefling ! They ſhall 
reach Jacob thy judgements, and Iſrael thy law ; They (hall put in- 
ſence betore thee, and whule burnt Sactifice upon thine Altar, Dey- 
teronomy 33-10» 

As likewiſe anſwering, to that ſeparating, or (ctting them apart vn- 
to the Lord, and for his peculiar ute and ſervice, in which the Lord 
ſeparated that whole Tribe from the reft ct their hrethrer, and rook 
them to himſelf, as a devored thing, inſtcad of all the ficſt-born 
the children of Iſrae! to be his, and to draw near to him , to bear 
the Ark of the coverant of theLord, and to do the fervice of the 
Tabernacle of the Congregation, and to miniſter unto him, and 
bleſs in his name, of which we read, Numbers 1. 49, 50, and 3. 6, 
&c. With chap. 4. and 18. 2.6, with chap. 19. 9, 10. Deuteronmy 
10. $8. 

It is fuch as allo anſwers to that tipical Sarfifcarion, and inthe 
Aſhby ripical waſhings, ſacrifices, and anointings, wherewith A4«- 
1.4: and his Sons were fanRified, and conlecratcd from the reſt cf 
their brethren uwto the Prieſts ofhce, Ot which we read Exodus 25S. 
and 29. with Leviticvs $. tots Ami that alſo with which the whole 
Tribe of I evy were {onitifted, and conſecrated from the reſt of the 
children of Tſrac! : Ot which weread Nywbers $ 5, 6. 22. 

The ſanCtifhcation of and in the truth antwerably neceſſary to go 
before, to conſecrate and fit perſons to this winiftry in the 'mani- 
tcftation of the truth is the ſame by or through which they are made 
of his Spiritual Houſe, and Holy Piictt-hood , x Peter 2. 4 


5, And 
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5 And may be thus cxpreſſcd. 

1, As. to the meancs by which ic is effeted, I's the San- 
Aificarion of the Spirit, 2 Theſſ. 2, 13« 1 Peter 1. 2. Even of that 
eternal S'irit of God, by winch Jetus Chriſt in our natnre of the 
ſeed of David atter the ti:lh, was raiſed trom the dead, and through 
which hs ©tfcred himielt wither ſport to God, Komans 1. 3. Hebr. 


. 14+ 

+ the ſame being now infinitely, and immeaſurably given to, 
put, and cauſed co reſt upon Him in that ſpotleſs body in which he 
bore 07 1115 on the Tree, is nov by him poured forts from on high, 
in and wit the Teltimony of himfelf, the man Chrift Jeſs, as 
through 1M rings entered into his gl ory, the ottice of which Spiric 
as ſo ſent forth is to bear witneſs of the truch in Chriſt Jeſus, cyen 
of the true water, or walhing of regeneration, cleanfing and {epara- 
tion, and of thetrue blood of ſprinkling, with which through fairh 
in it, the heart may be {prinkled trom an evil Conſcicnce, and the 
whole man in all his powers, motions, and aftings waſhed ; and fo 
perſons p.irified a peculiar people to him zeslous of good works : Sec 
Heb. 9. 12. 14, and 10+ 19. 22. Tit. 3.3. 4,5, 6. It is ſuch a fan&i- 
ficaion and conſecration, as is effcC&ed through the righteouſneſs of 
God our Saviour, as now come forth and manitcfted in Chriſt cru- 
cified as already evidenced by the fpiric with which he is anointed in 
the ſame budy,in which he bore our fins on the Tree, and fo brought 
to lighe thro: ph the Goſpe], his arme to fave and ſanRike. In and 
through hich elo;tous Gotpel the holy Spirit cakes of the things 
of Chriſt, the things that he hath done and finiſhed in his own bo- 
dy on the carr, and the things by vertue thercot treaſured up inthe 
ſame body tor 3 in the na'ne of the Father, and in fhewing them 
plorifies him, renders him precious, comely and excellent, tor the 
compleat farictitying 1*, and making us perteRt to every good 
word and work ; therein ſhewing hi:n to be that perfc& and con: 
pleatrighteoulneſs, in which we being found through faith in ir, 
{hall be made acceptable t» God, and meet to ftand before him. to 
offer up Spiritual Sacriftces, acceptable te> God by Chriſt, and { 
ſhall be proticable co men, being tilled and cloathed with the ftruites 
of that rivhtcouſncl+ to the praiſe of his grace. And ſo the fountain 
of that Water ot Gods prace and Spiric, and fothe teſtimony of him 
that anointing, by the pouring our and [h:dding abroad of which 
we in receiving and attending to it, ſhall be wathed , inlighened, 
healed, ftrengthned, and made mect tor ſervice. Yea that one offe: - 
ing by which all our Sacritices, brought aad offered by him, (hall 

be made acceptable and to his praile. 
Its not any other SanRitcation , Separation, ,or conſecration, 
NM; trac 
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that makes meet for this inheritance of the Holy Prieſthood, or of 
the Saints in light not the outward and tipical ſantification, that 
was bur toAa tipical ſervice in the fleth, and in the letter, Nor any 
ſuch, as may be by the works of the law. Nor a'y ſuch redeeming 
from any part of the vain converſation as may be elt:Cted by cOrrupe 
table things, as ſilver and gold, or by any other Wiidom, Srreng lh, 
or Moti-:ns, oneiy in the Lord, in whom they bave rightcofneſs 
& (trengih.[ the Lord Wall a!l the ſeed of ifrael be jutifted,and hall of ry. 

2. AStoth. narurc of the worx, or effccacy ot this oR@ Spirit 
throuuh the Guipel on the ſuojert, ncedtuil ro go betvie to wake 
meet tor this lcrvice an} intericence of the Saints, It 18 fiich,, a jn 
which thraugh the rightco:unels of God our Saviour, they are made 
pariakers of like precio15 faith, wich the Apoltles, through this fay« 
Gifcetion Of the Spirit tore-mentioned, they are cholen oat of the 
way and condition of the World, ( that lycs in ignorance of Ged, 
in Chriſt, and enmity to him, and fo under the power + 4 the Wick- 
ed one ) unto ob<dicnce the obedience of faith, fo to wurde (ta: dand 
know him that is rrue, that therein the foul 15 bro ihe: into him, 
and w.ited with him by faith, 1 Peter. 1. 2. 2 Peter 1. 1+ With 1 obs 
5.19, 20. They are bcgo ten by che word oO! trithy, to fuch an uns 
teined belict of the truth, as now come torth in Chrilt, a+ in which 
3ts believed and received, not in vain but to purpolc, even to the 
ſame purpole, t'» which it is diſcovered and given tothem ( wx ) 
co the ſaving of the ſoul, bringing ic out of the World, and worldly 
waye: ot (ſecking reſt, righteouſneſs, wildome, Itrengeh, &c. into 
Chriſt tor all ; fich as in which they are redeemed from among 
men, and from their vain converl.tiun received by tradition trom 
them, and ſo waſhed in the Spirit of their nande trom the errours 
and pollutions of the World, in which men arc vainiy ſecking reſt, 
peace, wiſdome, righteouſnel:, &c. where it is not; unto God in 
Chriſt co ſeek all in him by an exerciſe of taicth in him in what he 
hath done, and is become tor tem in bis wi b-dy, an in the bv pe 
fer before them in him. Such it 18,48 in v hich heir min is or (fo: ]- are 
pu incd to unteigned luvegot (God, ot Mr, & bicthre nin «@bey mg the 
eruch. They arc principled with thoſe principles of rr bat natu- 
rally lead (o to truſt in him, and (eck all in him, 2nd (o to love,that 
they may thenceforth walk in that newnets it lic, They are (o 
baptized into Chriſt, een into his dcath, that as ro the Spirit of 
their minde, they arc fubdyucd and mae willing to pict con Cy: oft for 
all, and be devored to him 3 and to thar purpole tor the cexce'l ney 
ot the knowledpe of himyro let go all other excellencics as lots, ard 
dung, that they way win him, and be tornd in him, y-a hercin to 
hate Father, Muthcr, Brethren, Siſters, Wite, and Chillin ; ur 
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ad their own life alſo for his ſake, and in compariſon of him, for 
they have obeyed his word and kept his covenant, ( Anſwerable tO 
that Ex14ius 34. 6.29. Dert 32-9.) I Cr. 15+ 12+ with 2 Cor. 6. 
1. Hebr. 10. 39. 1 Peter .. 1% 22. ad 2 Peter x. 4. and 2. 18.20. Ro» 
waits 6. 3- 4+» Gal. 5. 26, 27. Jams lo 18. Luke 14+ 26, 27+ 33+ Phit. 

, 3. 10. 2 Tim. 1. 5,6. Win 1 Ti I. 5s ; 

There may be anwony them wwany ferghmed,,, or halting believers, 
Thac have ye: b-þiv.t bucin vain, fil halting between two opt= 
nions, or have n et 1 oCructhtd the tl. (h wi-h its attcftions and 
laſts as to be reve 1 ec + 4 yi itt d 1N the Spiric of their minde from 
double=minde 'nco! , to bavcerhe hicar fixed, to feck reſt, wildome, 
righteouineſ”, an! ttrenp honey in Him, by an cxercife of faith in 
hint 3 yea there may be many dich ers 1nd attenders, who though 
in ſome good legr: e of t1-1plicicy waiting, yer are not (fo of them, 
ofhis Spicitual h-ife an! holy Prieſthood, . 

| Yet ler all that hear ſay cvine, Re- 
zelati ns 22. 17. find he of Reaneth ſpaaketh conſtavtty, Pore . 27.28. 

3- A-to:he cal and confirmation of the truth of this waſhing ef- 
ſecacy of the Spirit cthrough the Guſpe!, making meer for this in- 
hericarice it is ſuch, a+ in which they are fealed with the holy Spt- 
rit of promiſe, even the ſame which is che cainctt of the Apoſtles in- 
heritance until the reJemprion of the purchaled p-([Irilun, by which 
ſealing they are rarked o'r, and approved by God, as to rhe day 


| ofredemp-ion, ſyalloas a peculiar people unto this ſervice, Epheſ.t. 


13, 14- ind 4. 30. 

By this manite ting himſelfe unto them, powring "ut ahund4antly of the 
Spirit of bis Sour into thoir hearts) making knnwn his words and (ſo teachs 
ing an4 leading into the Spiritual injoyment and n(-filnels of the triith, 
making Chriit nnto them all that, which by the power of his word , they 
arein triited and led to feeb. for tn him, even wiſlome , viohteouſneſs, 
ſanitification, and red, mption, and ſo fillins them with peace and 1oy 
through the power of the Holy Ghot, in the belief of the truth, QUICKHING 
them to « Lively hope by the reſurrection of Chrit. b 

Giving thera acceſs with boldneſs and contidence in him, ffirength- 
ning them tocry Abba Father, by; that Spirir ot his Son, opening 
the eeftim«"ny of his Son, believed and fo (pirirully tprinkling the 
dlood of Chriſt, and thedding abroad his love therethrough in their 
hearr*,making it uſctull and Powertill to all thoſe ends 1nd nur: olee, 

Alſo inriching them with ſome uſefull under fanting, and gifts for th, 
profit of others, even as the tetmony of Chyit i. - ntirmed i then fo a= 
wmtng and fitting them for mrainitring t+ him, and in bis aame, that 
through then thers may be ſaved, turned rm darkne(s to licht, and fr im 
the power of Satan tc God, that j1 turning they alſo may receive for»:pe- 
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neſs of fins, and mheritance with them that are ſanciified by faith that is ;" 
Chri't, John 14. 21+ 23+ and 17. 29. 23+ 1 Gor. 1. 30, 31. Rom, 
1. 11. a#4 15, 13, 14+ 1 Pcter 1. 3. Ephtl. 3 12. Romans $, I5, 
(xFalatiens 4» ©. 1 Corinthians 1. 5+ and 1 2. 4> 5» 637» Ats 26, 
I7, 15. 

A man way fay he hath faich in C'iriit, and (© tellowſhip With the 
light, and in fo ſaying lye, and d:ccive hin.(clt, but it indecd he 
have, ic will be maniicfted by thete works and triiig of it. If an 
man love God, the fame is known ot hiw, 1 Cor. $. 2. with Toby 
14. 2I. 23. ; 

And as in any mcal:ire fo ſealed, fy far torih are they approved 
and as it were fcz apart by Gud to pecaliar (crvice in the Goſpel : 
And to be callcd forth and approved by thcir brethren. 

Such therefore Fude inltruſts and incourageth to contend earncft- 
ly for the faith of the common falvation in Chriſt, as once deliver= 
ed to the Saints, tv be kept, held taſt, and hcld forth by them. 
Such I ſay as were fanititi:d by God the Father, ( Numecly with this 
ſancification of the Spirit, which is the way forc-known and aſs 
proved by him trom the beginning , tor ſanfitying perſ..ns unto 
himſclt by Chritft, in thelc lait Ages fo ſanTifi:d, unto obedience, 
and ſprinkling of the blood of Jclus )) prelerved lometime, and ſo 
found ſtedfalt in Chriſt, and called, approved, fitted, and fo ap= 
pointed co ſuch pecnliar ſervice inthe Goſpel, as alſo to ſuch (uffer- 
ing for his ſake, as might be occationed by (uch ſervice, Fude 1. 3 
with 1 Peter 1. 2, 3+ 

2. There isa dayly ſanQitication of themſelves ( in the light 
and ſtrength of the Lord thar (anitiftes them ) in, and unto this 
ſervice, neceſſary ro render them acceptable and profi able therein, 
anſwering to that dayly, ani continnall ripical ſanFiticarion, from 
tipical uncleanneſs, wherewith the Leritical order and Pricſthood, 
were to ſandific themlelves and be f(anttiti-d to their fervice ; in 
which they were to ſanCtihe themſclves and be fanftified, cleanſed, 
and ſeparated, from thoſe things in themſelves in their own bedyes 
their marriages and works, which according to the Jaw dil but tip« 
cally defile and renC-r unclean. And alf » to be ſeperate from, fo as 
not to have to do with or touch any thing, or perton, declared un* 
clean by the law. As we read Leviticus 21. and 22. With other Sc ips 
eure*, 

$9 here in the ſanfiihcation of the Spirit having theſe great and 
precious promiſes, Thatthe Lord will dwell in them, by his word, 
and Spirit in it, even to ſanftihe thew, ( According to thoſe many 
Scriptures, I the Lord do Santific you, Exodus 31. 13+ Leviticus 20+ 
7,$. and 21.8. 15. 23+ and 22.9. 16, Ezeliel 20. 12s Oc. ) = 
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will alſo wa]ke in them, to manifeſt the ſavour of his knowledge by 
them, They are in che light, and ſtrength of the Lord, in whom they 
are what they are, as fuch a Houſe,and Priefthood,to cleanſe ther. 
ſelves from all filchin-ffe of fleſh and ſpirit, perfeting holinefſe, fo 
2 in the feare of the Lord, 

1.Tolay afidegput off, and flee from,thoſe filthineſſe s,andſuperfluities 
of naughrineſ*,thut are movegand riſing up dayly from the old man,the 
Lav of f1:1,till remaining,and warring in the memberg,the flelb Iuſting 
zgainit the fpirirzas they have alrcadyinſume meaſure been renewed in 
the ſpicit of theic mind,ſo to be alwayes putting off as concerning the 
former converſation,the vId man with his deeds,and puting on the new 
man,which after God is creatcd in righteouſneſs,and holineſs of truth, 
#theanointing,even the word of truth which they have heard fromthe 
degining,and received of him,& which abideth in them,as that teacheth, 
cren ſo by minding the things of that ſpiric,and walking in the Iighe, 
and ſtrength of it,as by the mercies of God therein put toremembrance, 
diſplayed,and commended,they are moved,and ſtrengthencd,ſfoto pre- 
ſent, and ycild up their bodics their whole manzin all their Aﬀtingy, a 
living ſacrifice to him;that ſogthat ſpirit in the teftin:ony of Jeſus which 
hath begun to renew the mind, may dayly faſhion, and transforme the 
whole man in all his attings into likenefſe 80 him, according to thac 
renewing of the mind, Fam. 1-21.1 Fet. 2, 1-3.Rom. 6. and 12. 1-3. 
According to thoſcmany inftrudtions, and exhortations. Purge out the 


' old leavengeven as yeaareunleavencd for Chrift our paſſeover is ſacri- 


bced for us, 1 Cor.5*7+ Secing yce have purified your ſouls in obeying 
the truth,(as in the previous ſanification forementioned)(ee that yee 
loxe one another with a pure heart fervently, 1 Peter. 1.22. If we 
live in the ſpirir, let us walke in the ſpirit, ſeeing we have already 
crucified the fleſh, with iis afftcQions, and Iufts as to the ſpirit cf our 
mind, we have gotten victory, and eſcaped the errors and polutions 
of the world, through the knuwlcdge ot our Lord, and Saviour,ſo as 
ntwithſtanding all thoſe hinderances by the fl: (h with its affeQticns and 
lus, we haye knowne, bclicved, and owned him, or rather bcen 
omed by him, as his pecu'iar peopl:, lex us not therefore ſuffer i to 
rigne, or yeild up our mind?, or members to it, but ler us refigne our 
{Ives to God, according to the renewing of the mind, as thoſe that 
we alive from the dead, and our members as inftruments of righteouſ- 
nefſe unto him. Be not deſirous of vaine glory, &c, Gal. 5+ 16-24: 
25, 26. with Rom, 6. 

$o cleanfing our ſelves dayly, and in all our aftings from all fil- 
thynefſe of fArth groſſer filrhyn4fſc, as the Juftsof the fleſh, and of the 


ye, as Epbeſtons, 5+ 1-18+ 1 Tim. 6+ 9-11, and 2.22» Ant of the 
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ſpicit 3 the pride of life, all thoſe dcfires of wiſedome, ſtrength, and 
righteouſneſſe in our ſelvcr, or of vaine glory to our ſelves, &c, 
Which doe all war againſt the ſoulc, and make us, and our works uns 
Cleane, they even defile our holy things. 

2+ They arealſo to come out from amongſt, and be ſeparate from 
uncleane perſons, and fellowſhips, ſo a+ not co touch the uncleang 
thing, that God may receive and own then, as veſſels in Whom he 
takes pleaſure co manifeſt himſelf in, and chrough, 2 Cer.6.14-17,18, 
with Iſa.52.11.Fer.15.19- 

To have no fellow(hip with the unfrui:full works of darkenfſe, but 
rather reprove them, to forſake the fooliſh, to ftand up from the dead, 
&c. Epb. 5. 11- 14. With Prov. 9. 6. And in this alſo, they are tg 
Cleanſe themſelves from all filthyneſs of fleſh, and (pirir, from fellow. 
ſhip with men in their evill and uncleane principles, and praftiſes, 
whether more groſs, or more refined, whether more openly,or priyily 
denying the Lord that bought them, and being encmies to the Croſs 


of Chriſt the power of Godlineſs, ſo as nut to toiich the unclean * 


thing, 2Tim. 3. 1-5. 2Pet,2.1,2+Pbil.3,17,18,19. Kem-16.17,18, 

Here this caution is warily to bc obſerved, (vide.) that they are 
not to ſhut out ſuch uncleane perſons f. om them, from liſtening to 
their word or doftrine, or to forbid, or hinder them from turring, 
and coming into them, in their acknowledgement, and wor ſhip, but 
they the choſen generation, are to ſeparate, and come out from ther, 
in their doArines, and fellowſhips, principles, and praftiſcs that 
areuncleane, fo as not to have any felloi(hip with the unfruirfull 
works of darkneſſe. They are to ccaſe to heare the jnltriftion that 
cauſch to err from the words of knowledge, Prov. 19. 27 Togofrom 
the prefence of ſuch, yea to withdraw our (elves from them, in their 
preaching*s, acknowledgements, fellowſhips, a+ in whom we per- 
ceive ( by the light of Gods Tcftimony ) that lip of knowl. dyes 
not but ſome other lip, or word, privily undermi-\ing or (lighting 
the preaching of the Crofſe, and lifting up ſome other th ng init 
naimeand place, Prov. 14- 7+ 2 Tim. 3- 1-5, 1T:m 6.13. Kom. 16, 
17,15. Gal, 1. $,9. with 2 Jobs 10. From ſuch they a.c to with-draw 
themfclves, bur not 10 bid ſuch ſtand aloof: from them, of 
with-draw from then, in their acknowledgmente, an: worſhip, (ee 
that inſtruftion to Feremicb. Diretting him how 0 taxe forth the 
precious from the vile, not by ſeparating or putting out the vile from 
the precious, in their precious Doltrine, Society, and Worlhip. 
But thus, let them return unto thec, bur return thou not to them» 
The belizver can have no true or profit ablc fellowlhiÞþ wich an infi- 
dcll or undelicyer ja his principles or praftiſcs, nor in yarn 
things 
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ings partake of his Table or worthip, as by them, and accordin8 
totheir principle?, preſcnted, commended, and invited too; But th© 
mbeliever may Ccume in to, and joyne bimſclte with, and have pro* 
fable felluwihip with the believer, in bis right acknowledgmentss 
and worihip, 4nd {o in the Table of the Lord, with them 3 and that 
js 107, 27 can be 4:ccunted the believers having fellowſhip with 
them, or bing yoartcd toy or with them, but rather, the ſtrangers 
jogning almiclte to the Lord, to rcjoyce and praiſe him with his 
people, (ce Fer-15.19- With 2 Cor. 6.14-17-18. Rem.15.9-11. 

They the chuirn generation, and hivly Prieſthood, arc not to for- 
bid, or Keepe «cut any of the world. Bur to infſtruft them as they 
have opportunicy, oy their liſtening to their word, or maine doftrinc, 
Lay fv to inſtruft, and teach them, how, on what ground, and in 
what manncr, they even now may, ar.d ought to joyne with his 


| people , in their Worlhip and obſervance of ordinances, 


rejoyce yee Gentiles with his people. Yet If avy after joyning to 
them, and wich them protefſedly, in their acknowledgement, and 
worlhip of the Lcrd, if any that is called a Brother, Walke diforder- 
ly, and will not be admoniſhed, they are to withhold, or withdraw 
from ſuch, by putting away from among them in their fellowſhips in 
breaking of bread, (it not alſo in ſome other ordinances) ſuch tub- 
bornely wicked perſons, in ſuch wiſe as themſelves may beare fhime, 
and others may fee they are diſowned in ſuch evill wayes, and this 
till chey be aſhamed, or judge, and take ſhame to themſelves. 

But till any comein to the hoſe, or Church of believers, fo to 
joyne with them, in profeſſed acknowledgement and worſhip of the 
Lord ; they have not to dye with them, ſoe to Judge them, ſee x Cor, 
5. tots with 2 Thef.3-14,15» 

They the holy preitthygd, are not to be yoaked together with une 
believerr, in tcllowihip with them, in their unfruicfull works of 
darkn«ſſe, or in marriages with them, or in ſociety and fcllowlſhip 
with them in their acknowlegments and worth pr, as by them pro- 
pounded and cal'ed too, and taught by their precepts, and accord- 
ing to their principle, yea in theſe things, they are to ſeparate from 
them, not tc mind or to let their eyes fly upon their pretended excel. 
lencyer, or dive into their depths, but to depart and come Out from 
among them, But nor to keep them, or any of them out from the 
houſe, or Church «{ God, where they may be redeemed, as they 
have been 'r m their yaine converſation, through the precious blood 
of Chiiſt and the love of God commended through it, there ſhewed 
forth, yea they are as th:y have opportunity (as aforeſaid) in their 
bolding forth the word of lite = and among them, to inftruft, 
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and invite them to come into his houſe, and rejoyce with his people; 
To examine themſelves in the glafſe of the Goſpell as there held forth, 
and ſo to eate of his Bread, and drink of the Wine of his mingling 
yea ſo to to remember him in his wayer, and ordinances with his 
ople. 

n 4 There is an accidentall ſanRification, or a renewing of ſan- 
Aifcation on occaſion of polutions, happening, and prevailing to 
defile, through forgetfulnefſe, and neglcit of the firſt love, alſo 
neceſſary to fit for this ſcrvice, and render perſons acceptable, and 
Profitable therein. Anſwerable to ſuch renewed tipicall ſanftificati- 
ons, wherewith they were exhorted ro fantitie themſelves after long 
forgerfulneſſe, regle& and cunſulſion had been found with them, 
ſuch as we reade off in this text, 1 Chron: 15. 124 143 15* andin 2 
Chron. 29. and 30+ In which they were to ſcarch in the Law, and ſee 
whercin they had tranſgrefſed, to confefſe their fins, and repent and 
doe againc the firft works, to clcanſe themſelves from all their un- 
Cleanefſes, as in Ezreb, Nebemiab, and othcr places. 

So the renewcd ſanAtifications in the ſpiric and truth, neceſſary tg 
ahe Holy Prcift-hood now, on occafion of defilements, or polutiong 
in principles, or prattices, contraſted to themſelves, by {uch negs 
lefs and forgetfulneſſe of the great ſalvation in the Croffe of Chrif, 
and wandcring out of the way of underſtanding is ſuch, as in which, 
they call co mind the day in which they were illuminated, remember 
how they have heard in that preaching of the Croſſe, and how pres 
cious Jeſus Chrift was then to them, and what blefſcdnefſe they met 
with in him. And ſo here and in this caſe, the remembring and con- 
{idering the ſweetneſs tafted in the graciouſneſlc of the Lord, and the 
operations that it hath had upon our ſpirits, as commended, and 
diſplayed in and through the preaching of the Croflc is very good 
and uſetul}, though as we have (hewed before, the ethcacycs of the 
grace of God on our own ſpirits, or the operations of it in ut, or by 
us, are not to be looked to as things that commend us to God, or as 
the ground of our rejoycing and hope in him, cr that give us title to 
the things of Chriſt, or are the way or ground of our encouragement 
to approach to, or ſtand before him, yet they are to be remembred 
and called to mind, as things that diſcover the preciouſneſſe of the 
Croſſe of Chriſt, and his gracious and fpirituall prefence with that 
Gofpeli, his ſpeaking in and through it, and fo in and through bis 
ſerrants faithfully miniſtering it, 2 Cor. 13. 3, 4+ 5. and preſent us 
with cauſe of {hame of our comming ſto 3»: beſt of anſwerable- 
n:ſſe and conformity to him accu ding 1 thoſe ethcacics, and more 
abundantly for our departings trom ſuc! 1 !tOuntain, having w__ 
t0u 


aw Ras... 


w—  oxm®i i 


_ OO —————_ - 


(77) 
fund any want in it, a8 by ſuch calling to mind we ſhall be con»+ 
rinced, and ſo no iaiquity wich him, and yet that we ſhould deparr 
md go away from him by an evill heart of unbelicf, and dig to our 
ſelves broken Cefterns thac can hold no water, yea thoſe things re- 
{ nembered or called to mind, do (o preſent his pceciouſnefle, come- 
fc, and excellency for our help and eſcape, as that they lead to 
{ tim,” yea allure back again from all our wanderingy, and give in- 
frution and encouragement yec again to turn to him, though we 
have deeply revolted to confefle our fins, and do again the firſt works, 
or ſeck the ſame things, even reſt to our ſouls, rightcouſneſſe and 
frengch in the Lord, and that in the ſame way. And therefore alſo 
{ xdmoniſh and engage to what follows, namely in this calling to 
nind che day in which we were illuminated, and remembering how 
we have heard from the beginning, (as Hebr. 10. 32-1 Fobs 2, 24+ 27» 
Revel. 3. 23 3.) 

Therein to ſearch and try our wayes in that true Glafſe or Light of the Lord, 
| gith willingneſſe and deſire ts [re what we (ee not, and bearts fixed to take 
ſhone to our ſelves, and not to bide, excuſe, or [eck, ts bold what we may ſee 
reprooved, but acknowledge and give it wp to bim, with whom is pardon and 
healing, and ſo to repent, change, our minds and way, Cleanſe owr bands from 
ur fins, and our bearts from our divers luſts, guile, or doublemindedneſſe, in 
od according to the reproofes of inſtruQtion in the true anoynting, unto which 
ze turn for light and bealing, and (» do again the firſt works 5 for there is ns 0® 
| ther way to renew our ſantlification,but the firft good and old way in drawing nigh 
ly Gad in Chriſt, ts cleanſe our bands and bearts, that ſo be may draw nigb 
ls w again in 4 peculiar ſenſe to dwell in w and walk in w, James 4. 
8.I(a, 8. 15-19. 2 Cor. 6.16 17. &c. ch. 7, 1. 

We find it many times very hard and dithcult eo recover our ſclyes 
out of the ſnares of Satan, when we have willingly ſuffercd our ſelves 
to be cntangled in them after knowledge of the truth received, and 
ſo to recover out of relapſes, when we have back-ſliden from him 
that called us into the grace of Chrift, to ſeek to perſeRt our peace, 
hope, joy, confidence, or ſanRification, according to the wiſedom 
or deſire of the fleſh, and fo procured a lofle of our firit. love, and 
decay of his work, or the powertull cthcacy and uſefullnefſe of his 
grace in us. And ſurely ics more hard than to keep our ſelves in it 
when we arc in it, ye” the preaching of the Crofle is the power of God 
to ſave in b: ch (ſenſes, ro preſerve and to deliver, cven to ſeek aud 
to fave them that are 'oft, and have wandered and gone aftray 1 ke 
bt (h-ep, And chat wt ch makes it ſo hard to recover vur ſelves out 
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x5 diſcovered and reproved in the true light, for ſo infinitely praci- 
ous is our God, and ſuch rhe plentious redemptiongcven the torgive 
of ſins of that nature with him, that he 1s not wanting to follow us 
in our wandrings all the day lo-g, while yer it js called to day, and 
eſpecially comect us ia our looking back to him (and calling to mind 
theday in which we were illutini ed, rememberirg how we have 
heard and received) wiih {1:1 diicoveries oft the Croffe of Chriſt, 
and bringing to remmbrarc- his Graciouſneſſe crafted therein, as 
might make n« alſhimed, ard t' en were we but willing to take ſhame 
to our ſelves, tobe lenith)e +, and acknowledge our «wn wayetand 
doings that have not been good, and fo toliy apait and caſt from us 
our iniquities and Idols that we have loved, ard after which we 
have wandered, he would then farther and more abundantly poure 
out of his ſpirit upon 11s making known his words and leading ut 
into the underſtanding, and ufefiinelſe of his truth and grace in 
Chrift as in the former daycs, and much moreabundantly. Accord- 
ing wo that inſtruſtion tipically held forth, Ezrk, 43+ 10, 11, t0 
which alſo agrees Prov. 1. 23+ Pſal. 324 3, 4, 5, C9. Prov. 2%: 13, 
x Fob. 1, 9. with Fer. 3-12, 13. 21-25- 

| Such is the ſanRiification ofi the ſanuary in the ſpirit, and truth 
needfull, ro fir perſons for, aud render them acceptable and profita- 
blein this ſervice and charge commited to the holy Preiſthood, and 
choſen generation. 

+ We are in thc laft place, to conſider. What farther order isto 
be obſerved in the mannagement of the affaircs of the Goſpell by 
the holy Preifthood, and choſen generation now, anſwerable to the 
order appoynted to the Preifts, and Levitcs under the Law, And 
_— we ſhall tir briefly propound ſume ccntiderations of their 
order. 

1. Thewhole Tribe of Levy, were ſeparate'! te beare the Arke of 
the Covenant of the Lord, and the veſſcls of the Miniftry, andto 
keep the whole charge of the Tabernac!c of the congregarion, to 
Miniſter unto the L574. to ling praiſe on o1twa:d iuftri: men's, and to 
bleſſe in his name, as was ſhewed before, Nam. 1. and 3. and $. 9522, 
Deut. 10 8, But theſe both Pri«ſts, and L: vices wire to wiite on their 
office in their courſes, according to theic feverall charge, and fea 
office, according to to the commandement of the Lord, by the 
band of Moſes, 

So while the Ark of the Lord, Alter, and v:[.1s of the Miniftry 
were under curtains in a Tabcrnacle, moving fre m pare to place, 48 
the children of 1jrgel alſo moved. The Pricits, and Levites had their 
feverall charges and fer officer, as to the keeping, and bearing oz 
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wefſels of «che Lord, and Miniftring about holy hing*, av t6 
re ſome inſtance?. The Levites, the Sons of Kohoth, Wereto take | 
he charge of, and beare the Ark, the Tadle of ſhew bread, the 
Candle-ſtick, and Golden Altar, with the veſſcls percaining © them, 
utaken downe, put togecher and covered by the Pricfts, and com- 
miczed to theo, Num. 4-4-15-+ 

Bat to the office of Eleazar the Prieſt partained the oyle for the 
light the ſweet incenſe, the dayly meate offering, and the anoynting 
ole, and overlight of all che Tabernacle, &c. 

The Sons ot Gerſþ1m were appointcd to bcare the ſeverall hangings 


| ad coverings of Badgers 8kins, &c, As the Pricſts ſhould appoint 


them their charge in all their buccthens. To the Sons of Merery in like 
manner pertained, the Buards, Bars, Pillars, Sockets, Pins, &c. 
And in trad of thele ſervices, when T/rael, and the Arke, and 
Tabernacle of the Lord had reſt. They had alſo their divers ſeverall 


' ſer offices, ordayned by Samue!!, David, and Solomay, according to 
' theword of the Lord by Moſes. 


Severall choſen to be Porcers in the Gates who were reckoned by 
their genealogy, and had the over-fight of the Gates of the Houſe of 


' the Lord by ward*, and certain of them had the charge of the Mi- 


niftering Veſſels, chat they (h uld bring them in and out by talc, 
ſome of them alſo to overſee the Veſſels and the fine Flower, the 
Wine, the Oyle, the Spiccs, &c. bur to the Sons of the Preiſts till 
it pertained to make the oynim-nt of the Spices. 

Againe, ſome had their {ce office over the chings made in the pang, 
others of the Kovatbites were over the Shew-Bread, to prepare je 
every Sabbath. And they had alſo their feverall ſet offices and 
courſes of ſinging, praili: g, and bleſſing, in his name, the Preiſts 
with Trumpets, the Levites with other Inftruments, &c. 2 Chron. 
29, 25z 26. cach to wait un their « thce according to their order, ſee, 
1 Chron 6. 31, 32+ (2. 94 10 totheend. 2 Chron, 29. & 30. & 31, with 
1 Chron. 23. 24- tothe cnd. With cbapters. 244 & 25. & 26. totall. 

2 There were ſome appuinted chief heads, who were of the chief 
of the hoſe of their Fchers that had the overlight of theſe ſeverall 
offices and imployments, who had themſclves alſo ſome ſpeciall 
ſervice in them, and vere rolook to the management of the ref 
a aypeare$ in the verle?! beture the ext, n 

There were ſome cliict of the houſe of theic Fathers to overſ*e the 
whole charge and ſcrvice of bearing the Ark and Veſſels of the Lord 
&c. So allo we rcad of four chict Porters that had their fer office. 
and the overlizhe of th: whole charge upon them, who wzrs there. 
forc lodge 1 round abou tichouſ, as more devoted to the looking 
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co, and management of thoſe affairs, Likewiſe we read of chiel 
heads of their Fathers appointed to be fingers, and of ſeverall orders 
and courſes of firkt and fccond degrees appointed by them, 1 Chron, 
6. 33 &c,1nd9.33, 34. &c, and 15,16, 17,18, 19. &c.fce alſo,Chepters 
4+ & 25. & 26. 

3 The Prciſts, the ſons of Aaron, and eſpecially the High-Preig 
had the whole charge and over-ftght of the whole Tribe of L-yic 
and of their ſeyerall offices and ſervice abour the Houſe of God, ang 
holy things, when the T abernacle with the Ark and Vellels of theMi. 
niftery were ro be carried from place to place, They were to a cine 
the ſeycrall ſervices and burdens to the Levites, and to cover the ho! 
chings commirted to the Kohathites charge, nor might thc Kohathitey 
look into, touch, or alter them leaft they dye, and fo to appoint and 
order all the other ſervice of the Tabernacle ot the Congregation. 

And when they had reſt, till they were to appoint, order, and 
overſce the management ot the whole bufineſſe, according to the 
Word of the Lord by Moſes. And to offer up and conſecrate the Le. 
vitcs to their ſcrvice, and to offer the Burnt Offerings and the Bread 
of their God, to make and keep the charge of the Oyle for the Lights, 
and the Oyntments of Spices for anointing, &c. As in the ſeverall 
Scriptures fore-mentioned may be ſecn, and none of the Levitcs, no 
not the hcads or the chicte of the beads of them, to preſume to doe 
any thing otherwiſe, then according to, and fo as under their 
order. For they the wholc Tribe, as they were devoted tothe Lord, 
ſo weregivecn as a gift to Agron,and his Sons,to miniſter unto them 
as in the fore-cited Scriptures may be leen. 

Anſwerable to this their tipicall order. There is an order to be 
obſerved by the holy Prieſthood now in the ſervice of the true Ta 
bernacle, and Sanftuary, which the Lord hath piiched, and not 
man, And intheir bearix the velicls of the Lord, and Miniftration 
abouc holy things in it, As. 

1 The whole company of them that call on him in truth, bein 
ſo ſanRifyed by God the Father, and prelerved in Jeſus Chrilt are 
therein prepared, and made mee:c for this inheritance, and called 
to this ſervice, to ſtrive together for the faith of the Goſpel), to 
fa nd before him, as an holy Prieſthood, to uffer up ſpirituall ſacri- 
fices, and to (hine a8 lights in the world, holding forth the word of 
life {as hath beene (hewcd before) but each according to their ſcverall 
Abillictier, and Capacities by the grace given, and graciuus giits 
beſtowed, and diltributed to cvery man, yet wich this cautionary 
proviſoe the women are not permitted 0 (peak in every place, not in 

ahe publick or generall afſeniblics of che Church, where there are, 
of 
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or may be not onely many daughters and attenders, who are in ſome 
degree of hiwplicity waighting, though yet they have received 
lit'e, Bur alto mairy taighned as wel) as many halting believers, 2nd 
li.cwile many ipnuant and ſome wilfull oppoſers coniming in 
among nem. | 
Nur is it {cemly tor them in any affemblys o: believers, ſoto peak 
or aft, as to uſp anthority over the man, and ſo not otherwile 
then ſo as they may be therein under obedience, as that (1 Corintbicns 
14+ 34.) wi-bour the Trarflators addition is, thus read, Ic js not 
(or hath "v1 been) permicecd unto them to ſpeak, but to be under 
obedience, Kc» in v hich faying, as ſo read, are two parts in ſech 
corjuntio'1, and the former fo depending on the latter, thar it can* 
not (and without it, and fo this appears in the ſumme and ſcupe of 
the ſaying 3 T hat ic is not permitted to them otherwiſe to ſpeak then 
ſoas they be therein under obedicnce, for ſo we hnd the like phraſe 
Or inanner of (pcech in other Scriptures and in other caſes carrying 
a like ſenſe, as Jobn 5.22. The Fatber judgetb ro men, but bath committed 
all judgement to the Son. Now that the Father doth now judge men, 
1n4 that wichout reſpe& of perſons, is Plainly expcelſed in other 
Scriptures, 1 Peter 1+ 17. Jobn 12. 48. with 1 Cor. 11. 32. There- 
fore the firlt part of that ſaying cannot ftand alone or without the 
| ſecond, yea our Saviour ſaith, in that ſame Chapter, Jobn 5. 19, 
' that Tbe Son can ds nothing, of bim|elfe but what be ſeeth the Fatter dos 
So that the ſenle of the ſaying foie-mentioned appears to be thi, 
That the Father judgeth no: man immediatly, or otherwiſe then (© 
as by committing all judgement to the Son, and fo judging and ex- 
ecutivg J1dgenient by him, like to which is that, 1 Jobs 2, 27. 1: 
need not that any man teach you but as the [ame arcinting teachetb, oc, Now 
that they all needed the helpfulneſſc and teaching of their fellow- 
menibers and brethren, and that all bclicyers do fo while they are 
here in this preſent world, is evident enuugh in the ſame Chapter, 
verſes 1, 12+ 15-24. 28. and in other Scriptures, 1 Cor. 12.21, &c. 
Epveſe 7.1231 3. Oc. Bat the ſenſe is clear, they need not that any man 
1eacy them but az that teacheth, or otherwiſe then as that teacheth, 
they need nox any mans teaching that teachecth oiherwile, as 
I Timoit) 6. 3 5- 
$1 here,it is not permitted into the Women to ſpeak,but to be under 
obedicnce,that the fi: lt part of this cannot fand alone, or without the 
ſecond, is evident in the Scripture, for they, eſpecially the elder wc+ 
men, are exhorted, and inftruRted ſo to ſpcak, asco be teachers of 
good things, Tit. 2.344. yea Women are commended for 1. bauring with 
Paul in the Goſpell, Pbil. 4+ 3. avd that a woman ex; oundcd urto 
M Ajc>0+ 
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Apoll;, The way of the Lord more perfectly we read, Ay 18;2;, 
yea that they, were of the firſt wienebſes and preachers of the re(r. 
re&ion of Chriſt, the Evangeliſts tell us; and thac they may, ag any 
of them is through grace fitted thereto, buth pray and prophecy 
and that in the preſence of others, in ſome aſſcmblys of believers is 
clearly fignified, x Cor. 11. 5. and in other Scripture: ; but the ſenſe 
of the ſaying in both parts together is this ; They ought nor, nor is 
in ſcemly for them otherwiſe to ſpcak either in praying or prophe.y. 
ing, as the mouth of others, or in propounding queſtions, nor other. 
wife to aft, no not in the Church, or any the afſemblys theregf 
then ſo as therein they be under ubcdience, and inq iet ſilence and 
ſubjetion to the man ſo as in theLoid, and therein to the wiſe 
and holy order and diſpoſition of God, They then are nor capable 
of any office of rule or overſight in the Chutch as Elders and Deacons, 
but to be in ſubjeRion. 

Yea farther | ſuppoſe : That in any aſſemblys of believers where 
| there are men in preſence, fitted for ſpeaking in prayer, or prophecy, 

or in propounding ,and anſwering queſtions for the «dification of 
others, ic may be convenient for the women there to be ilent, yea 
a ſhame forth:m to ſpeak, unlefſe in ſome extraordinary caſet, or on 
fome particular occafione, and fo a8 defired or appointed, as to the 
order and time Of ſuch their ſpeaking by ſach brethren in preſence 
with them, or that are alſo over them in the word of the Lord, as they 
may judge it necdtull and convenient 3 for the man was firſt fermed 
then the woman, likewiſe the woman was firſt in rhe tranſgreſſion, 
neverthel:fle, neither is the man without the woman, nor the wo- 
man without the man in the Lord. But I forbear to urge my 
apprehenſions of theſe things, and leave what is ſaid to correQion 
by beter judgemerite, 

The women then for decrncy and orde:ſake obſervirg fic! 
cautlont, as 1 Cor. 14. 33, 34, 35- 17Timotby 2. 11,12. &c. with 
3 Cor. 11. 5--19: and fo every one, man &r woman, keeping their 
place, and attending that place and ſervice t9 which they are 
ficted and called : The whole Church of unfeigned belicyers ma7 
all propnecy cne Ly one, as God hath dealc ro them ſuch 2 
Piſt, or exercii.c ay other git: they have, according to their 
ſevcrall abiliity in thijz (hife for the faith of the Goſpell, hat all 
may learn, .n4 all may be comforted according as God hath 
. dealt to every 1141s 

For as there are many members in one body, and all members 
have not the ſame oihce, ſo we being many are one body in 
£hiift, and cycry 022 members one of another, to cvery one ofis 
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is given grace 2ccording to the meaſure of the gift of Chriſt ; he 
who hath fer the members in the body as it hath pleaſed him, divides 
to every man feverally ag he will, for there are diverhities of gift, but 
the ſame ſpiric and dittcrences of adminiſtrations, but the ſam: Ld 
and diyerfirics of operations, bur it*s the ſaine God which worketh 
all in all, but the manifc&:tion of che ſpirit is given to every one to 
profic witha}l according to his mcaſure, fur ty one is given by the 
Sricit the word of wiſedom, to another knuwledge by the ſame Spis 
rit, to ancther f-1:h, &c. 

And ſo theſe leverall giftz were ſet in the Church, Apoſtles, Pro- 
phet?, Teachers, rarncked under five. heads, Fpbeſ. 4.141. there were 
alſo other giits added with theſe ro the Church, to accompany the 
arſt preclamation of the Goſpell co the Gentiles by the firſt witneſſes, 
which gifts were not ſo ſet for continuance as the former uneo which 
they were adced, and therefore not mentioned among thoſe which 
were given to continue in the Church, till ic come go ics perfett ſtate, 
compare 1 Core 12+ 28. with Epb, 4. 11, 12,13. 

Now the Apoftlcs themſelves as they were appointed and choſen 
to peculiar ſervice,that by them che preaching might be fully known, 
ard that all the Gentiles might hear, ſo they. were not onely immedi- 
ately from the Lord, but alſo peculiarly gifted with al ſpiritual 
gif. co fic them 20 that ſervice, they had all the ſcriptures of the Pro- 
phets ſo opened to them, and their underſtandings ſo opened and 
tirengthened to underſtand thew, and the revelation of the myſtery 
even of the truth of all, as fulfilled, come forth and manifeſted in 
Chriſt, raiſed from the dead, fo immediately and fully given them 
from the Lord himſelfe, and were fo giſted with all wiſedom, 
knowl.dpge, and utterances that they was thercin perfectly accom- 
pliſhed, and therefore ſent in his name to make known the myRtery 
as now revealed, and co make it known out of the Scriptures of the 
Pc.phets, 2ccording to the commandment of the evcrlaſting God fos 
the obedience of the faith among all Nations for his name, and ſo as 
wiſc Maſter-Builders, co lay the foundation for others to the end of 
the world to build on, and fo their gift as it was peculiar to them, 
Is yeclcfr us in 8nc fruic of ity in their word and doftrince confirmed 
and fect in the Church, 

And (ov alſo thcir pitt, even the gift of Apoſtles in a ſecondary 
and inferiou* ſenſe is till found in the prime degree of the gift of 
Prophecy as ſet in the Church, which therefore is mentioned as the 


head or chief of the belt pifcs, now to be coveted by believers, by 


Cther belicvcrs lince, or bef1dcs the Apoſtles, ſuch as belicve through 


[theirword, 1 Cor.-12 31. With > 14 t» of which gift there are degrees, 
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or diverſity of meaſure, and ſoof adminiſtrations, and cperations 
accordingly. Whence it is expreſſed in that to the Epbefians under 
theſe ewo heads. Prophets, Evangeliſts. The prime degree hath in 
it, ſuch an underſtanding of the Scriptures ot the Prophets, even 
as the Teſtimony of Chriſt wiencfſed by them as now manifeſted by 
the Apoltles, is confirmcd in the h:art, As alſo ſuch acquaintance 
with the Scriptures, and ſuch +kill in the word of righteouſnc(le, 
(vide.) The vition of all, the great things of the Law, or duftrine 
dclivered by the Prophets, and Apoſtles, and as the foundation of, 
and key of knowledge for opening all other things (namely the teſti- 
mony of Jeſs) as in which they are furniſh+d, and apred to a p{ain, 
and cleare opening the foundation, as laid by the Apoſtles, and 
that out of the Scriptures of the Prophets, by the revelation of the 
miſtery given by the Apoſtles. And fo to ſhew the things of Chrilt 
by the Scrriptures even the things already done in his owne body 
which the Prophets ſaid ſhould come to paſſe, and the powertull 
efficacy of them with the Father for men, and in the name of che 
Fatherunto ten, Through his powerfull mediation betweene God 
and men as alſo therein to ſhew the things yet ro come in his glo- 
Tious appearing, and Kingdvme, and with this word of rightcouf- 
neſſe, ſo difſtinly, and convincingly, to inſtru, reach, exhort, 
reprove, &c. By the Scriptures of the Prophets, as opened by the 
Apoſtles, that they are therein mighty through God, ro the opening 
the eycs of the blind, convincing the ignorant, and painſayers of 
the vanity and falſencie of other foundatiuns, in the plaine demon- 
ſtration of this, in the evidence, and demonttration of the ſpirit 
with power, and to the helping them much, who through grace 
believe, 4; 18. 24,25527328-1 Cor. 14. 143,4420,2 4425, 

There is alſo an inf-rivur degree ot this pitc Ot prophecy (called 
in Epb. 4-11, Evangelizing, included in Pre phers, 1 Cor, 12, 28,) In 
which (though there may be wanting, ſome ot that abillity, and 
# kill forementioned) yet there is ſoy much of that narure, as may ren» 
der their feete beautifull, ro the alluiing, and d:awing to Ch.ilt 
eſpecially on the barren Mountaincs, were men are not fo (erled on 
other obj 8, or whece they are in any meaſure taken off trom finding 
cyntent, reft, 2nd feeding, in thery. 

Yea they tha: have not this gift, that are mich wanting, and ſhort, 
in ſuth »n lerftanding, and acquainrance with the "criptmes, and 
ſuch +kill in the word of righieonfnaule, the grear things of his 
Liw contain-d in them, 2s might apr them (o to 07en the ſounda- 
tion, and {h-w the great thinys of Chriſt by the Scriptures, and 
therewith open the Scriptures of the Prophets by the Apoſtles, ſhew 

things 


($5) 

things eo come ; and thence, and therewith to inftru&, &c. as before- 
Yer they may have ſome word of knowledye, or of taicth; fome 
feeding or teaching gift, in which they may be {cllow 
helpers co the truth by confelling his name, as they have proved the 
goodneſſe, and ruth of itand may be helped to cxprefſe it by ihe 
Scriptures, though not ſo x0 open, interpret, and give che ſence of 
the Scriptures, and ſhew the ſcope of them, and inftruftions con- 
tained in them, as others, that have a more cxcellent gifc that way. 

Each might be proticable to them(ſclves, and others;to their bre- 
thren, and the world, and comely, and uſefull in their generation 
werethey content to Keep their place, and fo to miniſter, as they 
have received the gite, and as God hath aiſtributed to every one. 
Every one might have joy, and praiſc from Ged, in a right exerciſe 
of his owne gift that God hath given him, if he were not ſceking, 
to have the rejoycing uſe, and praiſc of anothers gift, which yet is 
not his owne, which indced ſprings trom a deſire of vaine glory, 
whence thoſe admonitions, Keom, 12, 3+ 1 Pet, 4- 10, 11. with ſuch 
vehemency urged. 

2- There are ſome appointed of God to goe before other?, as 
guides, rulers, elders, or Jeaders in the Word of the Lord to 
whom is eſpecially committed the peculiar ſervice, of Preaching the 
Crofſe of Chrift of witneſſing repentance, and remiſſion of fins in 
hizname, and ſo of ſhewing Jeſus Chrift, and the things of him, 
out of the Scriptures of the Prophets, ard Apoltles compared. And 
therewich inte:preting, and opening rhe Scriptures, giving the 
ſence of the manifold, ;nftru&ions, judgements, cncouragements, 
reproofes, exhortations, &c, Contained therein, and: contending 
with oppolers;to them alſo is more peculiarly committed, the whole 
charge of orderi: g, and managing the affaires of the Goſpell in the 
Church, and to the world-ward according to their capacity, and 
opportunity in the feverall places where they arc ſet. And theſe 
according tothe inſtrutions of the Apoſtles given by the one Shep- 
hard, with the advice, prayers, and help of thcir brethren in the 
faith, as they may enjoy it, are to commic to others their ſeverall 
charger, accrding to their fitnefſe in fickt, and fecond degrees, 

They are to commit the chie'e worke of prezching, and giving 
the ſence of the Scriprures, ar:d (hewing the things of Chrift aut of 
them, and contending with advertaryes tor the faith, unto faithtull 
men, wh » {hill bz able to teach others alſo, Szeing, ro them, as they 
have opportunity thu they teach no o h<r doftrire, inftrucing, 
helping, and going before them in cheic Miniſtry, and feckirg in a 


Goſpell way, to ſtop the mouths of unruly, and vain talkere. 
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And to others that are faithfull, though not fo able, nor gifted for 
the forementioned ſervices, as there is occaſion, and nced, they 
may commit, tne adininiltration of the outward ordinance of Bap. 
tizeing in his Name, whici is mentioned by the Apoſtle, as a lightcr 
matter of the Law, and not (> peculiarly zppropriated to choice it; 
firaments, (as allo we have ſhewed betore, in 1 Cor. 114-17.) which 
likewile is fignifi-d in o:r Saviours committing that to his dilciples 
before fi: to be (cnt torth to preach, Fobn 4+ 2+ And in Peters ap- 
pointing that to be Jon. by otheis, when yer none of them but him- 
ſelfe that we read of had preached the Goſpell to that people, 472. 
10. 48. And ſo the teſtimonial] recciving in that ordinance, thelittlc 
children, tronght, and; referred tothe Church. As alſo lome carc, 
and charge vt them, and ct their parents, that they may be kept, 
and brought up in the Schovle of Chriſt, and ſo in the nurture, and 
admonition ot the Lord. 

Likewiſe according to their capacity, ſome care, and charge of 
other perſons adhccring to the Goſpe!l with them, and ſoalſo of one 
another, 

Care of their ſouls, in fajthfull admoniſhing, warning the un- 
raly, comforting, and ſtrengthening the weake, exhorting one a» 
nother bcaring one anothers burthen*, &c, -a8 1 Thefſ. 5+ 14, 15. &c. 
Hebs 3+ Gall. 6. 1-5+6. 

And fo care of their bodyes allo, in viſiting the ſick, having in- 
{pcRion inco the wants of the reedy, and ſome more particularly, as 
they have capacity, and opportunicy, to fee to what is needtull co 
tho minnagement of the affaices of the Goſpell, as to the entertain- 
ment of ſtrangers, and otherwiſe helping forward the fellow- helpers 
to the truth, and to theſe purpoſes to be ready themſelves, my to 
provoke, and ſtir up othe:s to love, and govd workes, And ſome 
to receive, and diſtribute, as nccefſiry, and opportunity calls for it 
the libcrallity of others co the rclietc of the needy, as to other the 
forementioned purpoſes, And thoſe that are apjointed or in any 
wiſe ſet apart as by way ot office to ſuch ſervice, (tor ail that haye 
believed in God ought to be carcfull ro maintaine good werkes each 
acording to their capaci'y, and are ſo to be charged by thofe over 
them in any (ence in the Word of the Lord, yea toflicup, ard pro» 
voke one another thereto; Tit. 3.8, 14, 1 Thefſ. 5- 143 15+ Heb. 10, 
24, and 13,1, 2. 3 Jobn 4.5, 6. But thoſe that are in any wiſc ſex 
apart by way of «thce to luch ſervice) as the takeing any overl:ghy 
of their brethren in theſe things, and mannaging theſe affaires in the 
Church, and for the good of the world. They eſpecially, are tobe 
ſuch as are knowne to be men ſound in the faith, honeff, m_ 
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good report, and in fome meaſure full of the holy Choft, and of 
wiſedome, that the name of God be notevill ſpoken of, but glory- 
fied among the Gentiles, and the deligne of the Goſpell not hinder- 
ed but farthered, and promoted by each in their place, A, 6. 1-6, 1 
Tim. 3. 7-13- And thercfore alſo the rich, to be more vehemently 
charged, not to be high-minded nor truſt in uncertaine riches--- to 
doe good, yeato berich in good worker, ready to Ciftribute, wil- 
ling to communicate, 1 Tim-6. 17,15, 

Now thoſe appointed of Gcd in effpeciall manner to goe before 
others in the word of the Lord, and in the ordering, and marnages 
ment of theſe aff:iircs, and more efpecially to commit to others their 
ſeverall charges, and b irthen?r, Who arc alſo fo to be knowne, ap= 
proved, allowed, and ſubmitted coin the Lord by their brethren, 
and to be prayed for, and bleſſed ot of the houſe of the Lord, they 
are ſuch, as are furnithed to ſuch peculiar fervice, and overſight cf 
other?, and ſoalſo approved and appointed thereto by Jefus Chriſt 
the great Aþoftle, and high Prieft of our profeſſion, and lo in, and 
by the Apoſtles doQrin, inſtruftions, and commandements given 
us by the Lord Jeſus. And they are ſuch, as are faichfull men, up-, 
right, fixed, to ſeeke righteouſneſſe, and ſtrength in Chritt; hold- 
ing faſt the faichfull word, whercin they have beene taught, and not 
novices therin, but elders in the faith; in Chriſt the elders that 
areamong them, ſuch a8 atc ſantified by God the Father, and pre- 
ſerved in Jeſus Chriſt, yea fuch as arc, and have becne ſome time 
preſerved lamcleſſe, as 1 Tim, 3. Tit. 1, For though ſome mens 
{ins rendring them unfic for ſach ſervice, are open, going before- 
hand ſo as manifeſting themſelves to the Judgement of others, yer 
all doc not fo but fone toll .w after, likewiſe alſu the good works 
or quallifications, re1.dering meer for ſuch ſcrvice, in ſome are ma» 
nileft before-hand and may ſcem inore then they are,and they that are 
otherwiſe, that is in any meaſure truly ficted, and quallitied to it, 
and yet not fomuch, or forward in appearance, they carnot be hid 
but will in due time for their thruſting forth, be wanifeſted, at leaſt 
tothe j1dgement of ſich as 7 imetby, that ſhould have a more ſpecial] 
hand, in knowing, and thrutting forth ſuch; therefore Timo2rby was 
to lay hands ſuddenly on no man, that ſo he might commit theſe 
things to faithful] men, who ſhould be able and fly quallified to 
teach others alſo, 1 Tim.5. 21, 22, 24, 25. 2 Tim, 2+ 2. Such are the 
calle.' t» fch peculiar ſervice, to {ch is the ſpeciall charge uf watch» 
ing tor others ſonles, or kecping this whole commandemnent withe 
out ſpot, uncibi k able unvl! the appearin;z of Jeſus Chritt, Such 
others are ad;uoniſhed wo knuw, and efteeiue very highly for wr 
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works ſake, eſpecially fuch as labour moſt abundantly in the word, 
and doftrine, yea to obey them in th= Lord, and co be followerg 
together of them as they are of Chritt, and ſo with them followers 
of him, coniiderirg the end of their conve ſation which is Jeſus 
Chrift che ſame, yetterJ1y, and to day, and for ev:r, 1 Theſſ. 54 12, 
13e 1 Time 5.17. Phil. 3 17 20,21, H**. 13.7, 8, 17. 

3. They al!, the whole body ot unteigne(! belicvere, with their 
chicfe ones Pillars or guides of one degree, or another, are given as 
a gift co Chrilt to be to him a company of ſpirituall Prieſts, an hol 
Nation, and pecalizr people, Heb. 3+ 1-6. 1 Pet. 2. 4,5, 9. (All his 
Saints in thy hand, they fat downe at thy fcete, every one ſhall rc. 
ccive of thy word*, Dcut. 33s 3. ) And fo therein in ſome ſence 
given tothe Apoſtles, rhe wite Maſter builders, that they may fland 
before him, and Miniſter unto him, according to the command- 
ment?, and inſtruftions delivered from that one Shephard by them, 

Ic is his peculiar work, and reſerved in his owne hand, as the 
great Apoſtle and high Prieſt of our protcliion, noc as A:ron, and his 
Sone, in their vailed miniitry, to cover the things committed to the 
charge of others, (as the vefſells committed to the Kobatbites) and 
{9 tw commit them covered, But to open the things commirted in 
charge to hig peculiarpeople, and to commit them unto them, as ſo 
opened, ycathe vaile, or covering is alrcady taken away in Chrift,and 
ſo in his Miniſtration. Therfore alſo the Apoltlcs haveuſed all playn- 
neſs of ſpeech, 2Cor, 3. And given us to ſee within the vail intothe truth 
of things as found in Chrilt, and brought forth byhim. For the Law 
came by Moſes,burt grace,and gruth by Jeſu: Chrilt(as isſhewed before.) 

Yea to him pertaineth the offerings of the Lord made by fire, &c, 
He hath fulfilled, and brought forth the truck of all, in that one coffer- 
ing of his own body,once for all, and appears now,preſenting himlelf, 
that one perteft ſacrifice, in the prelence of ud for us, yea the 
great Mediator, Apoſtle and high Prieft of our profeſſion 3 and 
therefore to him pertaineth the oyle for the lights and the anointing 
oyle 3 he hath prepared, and made it in himlclte tor us, and be gives 
it torch, to him it pertaines to give 1s wilcdome, ftrengih, and fit- 
neſle to all ſervice, and ſutf:ring, and ro make manifeſt the ſayour 
of his knowledge by us, to give the encreale, and he Joth (o doe 
and give, by, and through the knowledge of himfclfc, Yea his 
office it is, not onely to Baptize with the holy Ghoſt, but a!ſo with 
fice, nor hath he, or will he depute any in his place for this, or either 
of theſe, but he will doc it himfſelfe, faichfully, and fcafonably 
uuco his holy Pcieſthood, and oo others allo that they may be brought 
in to them, and with them to himſclfe, he will faithfully pore = 
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his ſpirituall Bzprizing, the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing 
of the holy Gh-{t and ſo give hisencreaſe, even by and through them 
in gheir obſcrvance of his charge, Joel am with you alwayes unto 
the end of the world, Meth. £8. 19, 20. 1Cor. 3.5 9. 2 Cor. Zo 
1 T6: ſl. 4 8. 

Yca this promiſe ivto vs in, and threugh the apoſtles dr Arine, 
to whom pertained the revelation of the Miſtery (tormerly kid, or 
not ſon-ay felted”, & that four obedicnce tothe fattharing 217 Nations 
for his amgem 2g, whomy we are alfo, the called ui Jefits Chriſt 
by their Guſpe!!, as 14m. 1,5, 6, 7+ 2 Theſf, 2413, 14. H- is thegrenc 
Maſter, of the.1, ard vs, who hath already given the word by 
then!. All we acc brechen, and to receive the Law from his mouth, 
yetthe Apoſtles, as wiſe Maſter-builders, in his name, have Jaid 
che foundation, we are to build on that good foundation as laid by 
them and as alſo they have inſtructed usro build on ir, 1Cor.3.10, Kc. 
And fo to br followers tog*ther of Chriſt, and thereto, and therein 
{hall enjoy thoſe great, and precious promiſes forementioned, as 
2 Pets 1+ 3, 4. Nc, with Fob. 14.21, 23. He will dwell in them and walk. 
in them, a? 2 or. 6, 16--18, &c, Yea he will ſcaſunblic follw with his 
fiery Baptiſme, morc immediatcly by himſclfec. 4 

N.c man, not any of the Father?, are to cover, or put vailesnp= 
on any thing, which they have opened, or to open any thing other=- 
wiſe, then as they havc opened, and dclivercd the ſameunto us, nor 
to adde any mixtures, Which mans wiſedome teacheth in the building 
ſich mixtures, or additions, will occalion the lofſe of our work, 
by the fire thax comes from that foundation, the fire of the Altar, 
or by the fiery trial}, Yea we our ſelves cannot be ſaved otherwiſe then 
ſo as by fire, ſuffering that to burne up our mixtures, and ſo we may 
be ſaxcd by it, 1Corinth. 3. 10+ 13 15--1S, Whereas Need, and 
Abibu, Leviticw 10+ 1,2, And thoſe Nambers 16,35. were Confined 
by ihe tipicall fire, fo excceding in gloticus grace is this difpenſaris 
on of the fulinefle or times, and the adminittratica of Gods Goe 
vernment by Jeſus Chiilt under ir, Bur rake heed, when faved, and 
converted trom ſuch pokuions, ot twrning againe to fol'y., In'quities 
of this n1:ure, arc like that of Korcb. And very mitch to the detiling 
Cods Temple and fo to the procuring ſpeedy 4. ftriiftion: For it 
any man defile the Temple ot God, him tha'l God deftroy. fee the 
loremcaiioned, 1 Cor-3+16,17,18. According totilc contideration?, 
they ſeek nor the Lord atrer the d ic order. 

1, That zrerrady tobe uttering Sacritices, before they hear the 
word of truth, the Goſpell of our ſalvation, or have fo heard, as 


in ſome meaſure to be reconcilzd by it, and fo broinght into, or 
N made 


A 
made of his houſe, or while they are entering 7 * not ſtill more 
ready to heare, then co offer the Sacrifices of tooles : nor are 
they yet capable of confidecing the cvill they do in ſuch haſti. 
nefſe of ſpirir. 

Whence Famer exhorts even ſich as arc beloved brethren, yet to 
b: (wife to hearc, flow to ſpeak, (Iv to wrath ; for the wrath of 
of man, the haſtineſſ: of che ſpiric ot a 1an) to be {peaking and otfer. 
ing ſacrifices fo as for, vor on the bchalte ot others, worketh not the 
righteouſnefſe of God ; wherefors laying apart all filchineſſe and 
ſuperfluicy of naughtineſſc, reccive wich meeknel- the ingrafted wore 
which is able co ſave your foulcs, Fames 1. 19,20,21, 

2 Nor they that having tafted that the Lord is gracious, and 
proved the powerfull eth:acy and force of that living ſtone, drawing 
to him, building on him, delivering trom the errors and polutions 
of the world, conſecrating and dzeyating them co him and his, «4; 
do not diligently mind or regard their charge, and the end of their 
calling. But either are {lochtull, cleaving to, and embracing the 
things of this preſcat world, preferring protaneand common affiires 
before theſe great affaires of the Goſpell, and ſo taken off, and hin- 
deced from earneſt ſtriving together with them that call on him in 
truth for the faith of it 3 loving and pretcrring Fathers, Mothers, 
Lands, Livings, or their own life before him, or not hating ther in 
compariſon of him, and for his ſake and the Goſpells, They arc 

not worthy of him, nor demcanc them(ſclves worthy of, cr ſtitablz 
 toſuch a vocation, as wherewith they are called, yea this their dul- 
ncfſc, ncglefA, and (lothfulnefle, may cccaſiun crrors of reſhnefſe 


in others, as the like did in Vzz4b, 1 Chon. 13,9, wich chap, 


I5. 12, 13- 

"0c uſe retain ſome other Idol, or way of iniquity in their 
hearts, though oft diſcovered and reproved, and ſeek to excuſe and 
hide ic from the ligh:, as ſome delice of vain glory, our any other 
£:1l:hincfſ: of fleth or {pirir, and yer appear and ftand before him in 
cheic uncleann{fle, yeu hiding it under their tongue, or ſetting it 
up in their heact?, as if by him they had a diſpenſation, or were de- 
livered wy if, or might be coniveid at, or allowed in it more then «<< 
ets, becrule of thtir prouliar fervice, or uſefulnefſe in the Church 
more then others, lomething like that, ere 7. $, 9, 10, 11. 

Be we admonilhed of thele wayes of iniquity and confujion, for he 
the Lord that lantiiges us is holy, bc yetherefore cleane ye that beare 
thc vclicis of the Lord, 

3 Nor yce zre they feeking after the dne order, that are not con- 
cut with their place and lervice in ths body, in which they might 

bc 
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beaſcfull, but eicher they muſt do 2x others do, or undertake the ex- 
erciſe of ſich a giſt as they have not almoſt like them, that intrude 
ico things they have not ſcen, voinly pufe up with their fl:ſhly 
mind,or elſe fi: down in a peeviſh diſcontenimen: as it thcy were ror.e 
of the body, becai:ſe not ſuch a principall member or might beno 
way uſeful), yea refuſe to be uſefull and ſeek their cwn good, and 
the good of other+ a8 they might, it they may nut er cannot be uſe- 
full in ſach a gife or mann+r of adminiſt:ation as another. 

4 Nor they that arc heavily running on in the cxerciſe of any gift, 
or {letting themſclves apart, or being fet apart by ſome others, to a» 
ny peculiar ſervice in the Goſpel, or undertaking any ſpccizIl' charge 
in this Miniſtry, towhich they may think themſelves mcer, and ſome 
others like them, or weaker and younger ones in the faith, (that are 
therein our of their place) may put them forward before they be call- 
ed and chriſt torth by the Lord, and by ſuch of his ſervants, ecſpecial- 
Iy the Elders among them to whom they are given as a gift from the 
Lord, to belor ked roo, watched over, and ordered by them in the - 
Lord : Or go an end in ſuch exerciſes, and inthe management of ſuch 
affiices, (as to which they may have had ſome previous ftrnefſe and 
due encouragements, yet) fo as alone and in the haRineſſe of their 
own (piric, before and without the advice, helps, prayers, and bleſs- 
ings, out of the houſe of the Lord, Oh how ncedfull is that admo» 
nition of the Apoſtle to every one amongſt us, not to think of our 
lelves more highly then we ought to think, but to think ſoberly ac 
cording as God hath dealt to every man the meaſure of faith---wich 
all lowlynefſe and me: kneſſe to endeavour to keep the unity of the 
ſpirit in the bond of peace, not t: be defirous of vain glory, nor t& 
let any thing be done throogh it, but in Jowlynefſe of mird each 
to efteem other better then themſelves, the younger ſubmitting 
tothe elder, and all of us one to anotherin the feare of the Lord, 
Romans 12. 3. Epbefians 4+1 3+ ©. Phillippians 2. 1-5. with 1 Pe- 
ter 5.5, 6, oe 

5s Yea faylty and out of order are they that are over ſuch in the 
word of the Lord, unto whom they have been, orarc given as a gitc 
fron the Lord to minifler to, and with them according to their ca- 
pacity, it they rake not ſpecia!l notice of ſuch diſorders, to warn the 
unruly, 15 well as encourage and ſupport the weak and timerous, And 
although if the inſteutions and admonitions of ſound dottrine will 
not prevaile to reQifie or ſtop the mouths of ſuch unruly and vain 
talkers, they cannot ſo well ſtop their. mouths or prohibit th:m any 
other way, which may be meet for them to walk in, as happily they 
might in the Apoſtles tices, or hrt times of the Church ſucceeding 
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them, while the o:1ward Court wag in the hands of crae anf unfeign* 
believers which fince is Icft our, as given into te hards of the Gy 
tiles, who tread the Holy City under-toot, Kevelations 119 1, 2, yet 
it bchooves them therefure to be the more diligent and warchtull in 
holding faſt the faithtull word, as they hav< beco tauyhr, and making 
full proofe of their miniſtery, doing u hat vir lies betore them to he 
done in it, and with ir, faithiully as unto the Lord, That they may 
be able by ſound dottrine both to extort a'id to convince the gain» 
ſayers, and that the truth and power of the G ſpell may continae 
with others, as A's 20. 25, 29, 30, 3» 1 Timothy 5. 20. 21, 22, 
2 Timitoy 4. 1-5. Tits 1+ 9, 109, Giatians 2. 43 5» Theretore faith 
Peter, The Elders thac arc amony, you I exhirt. Feed the flock of 
God that are among you, taking the oveilizht, Sc, And yer nut ay 
being Lords. For, 

6 Moſt cfall out of order arethey tht ſeek to ex2rcife a Maſtersſhip oc 
Lord-ſhip over thzir brethren, that are not content to be brought (© 
nigh, az tominitter to him as a holy Preiſthood, and to reccive the 
Law, and that their brethren with them alſo, ſhould reccive it f19m 
his mouth, but ſeek the Preifth:1od alſo, cyen the high Preiſthood 
that js peculiar to him, (like that (lin of Korcbv, Numbers 16, 0, 15, 
11.) and ſo would fer themſelves in his place and Temple, as if they 
were the Great Apoſtles and high Preifts of our protellicn, topgive 
lawes to his Church, teaching for doUtrines the precepts of men, and 
ſexting up theic Poſts by his, or as if they were the Lords of their bre- 
thren, and had been crucih:d and given themfclves a ranſs ne tor 
thein, would rule over the conſcience, dercrinine their fiieh, and 
aſſume to themſelves an abſolute ſcar of julgement over then', not 
commitaing that to him to whom onely it belongs, or weld c{pouſe 
them to themſelves, as if they could give encreaſc or ſpirit hem, 
cort ary to fobn 3. 28, 29, 39. Matthew 23. 8, 9, 10, & 7,1. 2 Cor, 
11. 2, like him, 2 1':(. 2: 3, 4z Oc, 

Now leaus lierealiy {earch and try our waye?, and be willing t9 
ſe: and acknowielge: our c::itulon and difarder, as in thelc inftruRi- 
O24 it my be diſc vere, and turn untothe Lord that hath C: inten 
u*, Wit: whom yer there is mercy and healing for us. Ard for a 
litdle farth:r patiicular application of th-f(c loft inft.aftions, ro ſuch 
28 are in any m:aſirc made of his (pirituall houſe and holy Preilt- 
ho09, 1 (hall briefly adi a word or two unto ſuch 3 aid uh that we 
were willing every one of us lerioufl; to examine and judge 0:5 
ſ:Ives, and to know every man the plague of his own hearts 

Have we conſt !cred the nattre and weight of che charge committed 
tous? and bcen willing or had uur kearts prepared to ſeek it? to be 
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ſanftified to that ſervice after the ſanfification of his ſanftuary. 
Have we not dchiled our ſelves with Idols, and with many polutions 
of ficth and ſpi-ir. 

Yea even then, when under pretence of having no fellowſhip with 
the unfruictuil works, or workers of darknefſe, we iy our raſh zealc 
have been ſeeking to hinder and keep our others for their weakneſſe, 
ignorance, or linfulnefſe o it of the houtc of God, and from rcJuy= 
cing and f{:cking the Lord with his people in his ordinar ces, and 
bidding them fiand aloofe from us, we arc holier then you, yer have 
wenot? Inftead of awakening, rilingy, and ſtanding up from them 
in their ignorant and unclean principles and praftices, which we 
ſhould have d.ne and not the other 3; I ſay while inſte-d of har, we 
have bidden them ftand aloofe from us, I am holyer, &c. H.ve we 
not walked in their waycs ? and ſo had felloaſhip with them in their 
uncleanneſſ:ts, in their covero1neic, pride, tollowing after the 
vanity of the mind, in the fa([hions and cuſtoms of this world, and 
according to cur former Iyſts in our ignorance, ard aſter the I.its of 
men. Have we not fought attcr, and diced on the wiltdem of this 
world, the praiſe of men and like things ? nay do we not even out- 
firip many ot the wurld in theſ: things, and teach the 1pnorant and 
wicked ones theſe our wayes ? (while under pretencs cf holine([- 
we will not let them Izainc better of us) and {0 ftrengthen the hands 
ofevill ders by 017 example, that none of them returnes by :mneans of 
us from the evil] of his way. 

Yea, how licztle dwelling together with all lowlincfſe of mind in 
the unity of the ſpitie ? or fubmitring of the younger to the clder, 
and all cf us one to another in the feare of the Lord, as being cloath« 
ed with humilicy is chere nur rachera ſpirit of pride, and thence of 
divition, yea oft madnete and giddyneflc poſſetling us, that is ever 
ruſhing vs into extrcamecs. As to fay, 

1. The younger, and ſich as are taught in the word, as Gall. 6.5. 
Aad alſo fdllow-helpers to the truth, or :ck as mightbe fo more then 
they are, were they willing to walke circumiſpettly, and with a righ; 
foot in the Goſpcll. Bit ſuch of ut, Arc we not either headily (livhc- 
ing, or diſy11ng all helps of our brethren, or at leaft ſuch as we 
might cnjoy, and have mich mercy in, and advantaye by, as if we 
could underttand the mind of God in the Scripruces, 23 well withour 
ſuch helps, and4 enjoy fellowſhip, and commnicn with him, thouph 
neglecting chem boalting that we are of Chrilt as well as they, and 
wenot all che Lords people holy ! as Namvicrs, I6. 3. With 1 Core I, 
12, As immagining that we have no need of them, of theic inſtru» 
Qions, advice, prayers, blciling:, and haads with us, for our un- 
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derftanding,% mannaging the aff1ires of che Goſpel pertaining touybur 
can as well fttand alone,or go one of our {clves,even withour ſach of our 
brethren,as to whom we ought more eſpecially to ſubmit our ſelves in 
the fear of the Lord,atleaſt,it they will aot falhil our humor,and lay as 
we ſay. Orc elſe,are wenot on the other hand? Idol 'zing,and preferri 
them,or ſome one or other of them, before,or in oppolition to another, 
Az if they had beene crucified for us,or ha the (piriczto give tour,call» 
ing them, or ſome of them, our matters, cr fathers, in tuch reſets, 1; 
Chriſt ought only ſo to beeſteemed by yeghaving our eye,&dependanceon 
themgas thoſe tat would have our tear regulated & taught by their pre. 
cepts,yea as the cyc3 of a Servant,are to his Maſtergand of a Hand-Maid 
to her Miftris, and as o'ir eyes ſhouldbe only unto the Lord, Yes, 

2. TheElders among ut, Though its not mecte, (clpecially for 
ſuch a younger one as my ſelfe) ro rebuke ſuch, yer let me entreat 
them as Fathersto conſider. Is there not alſo too much of ſuch a ſpi- 
rit as is ruſhing even ſuch into extreamet, 

1. Either ſometimes to neglec& that great care, and overſight of 
their brethren, as a thing not partaining to thei, or as if the yn- 
worthyneſſe, ftubborefſe, and giddinefſe found with us, or any 
over whom the holy Ghoſt hath made them overſeers, might excuſe 
the negle& of their care and overſight of them, or give them juſt 
cauſe to be ſo angry, as cocatt it off, Like Feremy of old, that ſome- 
times ſaid, he would ſpeake no more in his name, becauſe it way 
madc & reproach, and diriſion to him daily, But the Lord was 
{tconger than he, and prevailed, to beget in him, and carry him 
forth in a better reſolution. May not likewilc ſuch follycs, or giddi= 
ntfſe in us, as forementioned, cither on the one hand, flizhting, 
or on the other hand idolizing ſuch as are over us in the word of the 
Lord, or being partially puftup for one againſt another. And nat 
rightly obcying,or (ubmiting to any of them in che Lord,bue will.yvlly 
walking every onein the wayes of his owne heacr, and in the fight 
of hiseyes and happily after our owne Juſts, heaping up to our (elves 
ceachers roo, having itching eares, I ſay may nor tuch follyes, and 
giddinefl: found with us, ſome: irnes move, and provoke the {, irity 
even of ſuch as Moſes, tobe ready to take up fuch raſh reflay og 
to neplett, or calt off their care, and watchfullncfſe over their 1:re- 
thren, as if diſengaged; to let them gos on, and walk- in their 
owne way, without plaine and faithtull reproving and warning of 
the evill of ir, as they fee it, or might feet, and have opportunity 
ſoc to warne them and ſeek: their healing. Yes to ſach Ice me ſay 
be yer entreatcd, to conſider the nature of your engagement, The 
grace beſtowed rendring you Dcptors, and obliging, and -__ 
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whom you expe your reward, yeaconfider him, that endured ſuch 
contradition of finners againſt himie!tc, and ſuch unteachableneſle, 
and untovardnefſe, in bis ch:ſen Diſcipler, leaft ye be weary, 
and taiat in your minds, and withall bethink your ſelves what ad- 
yantage Satan may get over others even of ſome more ſimple, and 
upright ONcs, though weak,to ruth them, into errors of ra{hnefle, like 
Uzzab*s, by occaſion of your negligence, or liſtening to ſuch a 
pecviſh (pirit, provoked by others evills, and happily partly alfo 
by too much looking or too ſingle poorin;'s on your owne weakneſfe 
and unfhenefſe co deale wich gr tor t::ch a people, as by ſuch occalions 
you are made ſentible of jr, as Tja:ad.6.5. with Exodus. 3. 11. and 

10. : 

2. Or onthe other hand, will not the ſame ſpirit that moves and 
provokes trom ſuch conſiderations as before, to fic downe in a pecviſh 
diſcontent, or to neglett, or caſt of their carc, or charge committed 
to them, happily working thereto allo, upon their owne natural} 
defire of cafe, or the like, ! ſay will not, or may net the ſame fpirit 
from the like conliderations, ruſh them otherwhile into another ex» 
treame, (happily working to this alſo, upon {ome naturall inclina- 
tion that may yer be found with ſuch, eo honour, or praiſe, or to be 
ſome bodycs or che like) that is to ſay, when they arc fticred up even 
by Gods ſpiric, to take ſome care of their brethren, and ſecke ſome 
way to be helptu'l, or profitable to them, in thoſe things, in which 
| they are out of order, even then, and in thoſe endeavours, to be 
Lording it over Gods heritage, rafhly judging, and upbraiding them 
for their tollyes, a8 if they had opened theic cares, nay more then 
he that did (oe yea ſeeking to bring them under chem, or to ſubmit 
tothcir order, or if it be Gods, yer as from them 3 rather then as 
ſervants, and with the meekeneſſc, and gentlenefſe of Chrilt ſeeking 
their being tirlt devoted, and given up to God, that fo they may 
be to him and for his uſc, and by him be given to them according to 
his will, To ſuch therefore ler me here farcher addes 

Oh fce | beſecch you, what the following ſueh a ſpirit a line coſt 
Moſes, or rather the people in h's loſſe, Numbers 20. 10, 12, Deuts 3s 
26, 27. with Pſal. 106. 32, 33e And conſider how much unlike it is 
tothe mind, and way of Chriſt found in himſelfe, Iſaiob 42.18, 19, 
20. And in his ſervants gui-led by his ſpirit, Pſal» 38. 13,14, 15. 

And give carnelt heed to that vehement charge ot the Apoltle Paul 
to Timerby, 2 Timothy 4. 1--5. With Chepter 2. 24, 35, 26. and of Pe- 
ter to the Elders, 1 Peter 5.1--5- 

And let us all be admonilthed, ſo to think on our waycs, a3 to rucn 
ourfcete unto his ceftimonyes, and in the light and Rirengih of thew. 
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to make haſt, andnot todelay to keepe his Commandements, p/, 
119+ 59, 60, Even to doe what we ſhould have done of this nature 
at the firſt, and have prevented this harme and loufſe to our felyes, 
leaft yet a worſe thing come unto us. And eo encourage 8 to liſten to, 
and receive this admonition, Confider in the laſt place, 
4+ That yer the Lord is our God, though h+ hath made this 
Breach upon us: while he is (9 highly provoked, topuniſh a9 in Cach 
manner for gur iniquirye-, yet there is foryivenefſe wth him, and 
help in him, even tor reb:Il; ous tinncre, that yet hewvay be feared, 
and hop:d in by them while yet i: is called to dey. Y al: Fi1niſhe 
ments, and correfions on his peculiar people, may yer Rand with 
his gracious owning them in Chrift receiving and taking pleature in 
them, as fond in Chriſt ho-vever n :niſhing them for thei” 1m1quicyes 
for he chaſteneth every Son whom he receive:h 3 Though indeed ſuch 
judgements as theſc, do? {ignific bim to be as one rifing up out of his 
wonted place of mercy, and arc famething ncereto a withdrawing 
{rom a people, ard co 3rciifting, and giving up, And may alſo have 
{ome A of refilting in them, and yet Rand with his readincfle to 
receive, ret'irn-, and be gracious to 11% For hethat is ſo unwilling- 
ly, and hardly provoked to deny, difowne, and put away any, 
from thatrelation, or ncerenciſe, in which he hath maZe them nigh 
rohimſelfe, as his ſpoule, or children by faith in Chriſt and will 
not doc It, till it come to that, he mult either deny himſclie, or 
taco bur (611 gracioully receives, and accepts as dcleivers on Chiiſt 
and fo as children, and heirs, to be favoured, with the peculiar 
tavour of his people, when as yet miny unkind, and nnchildlike 
requitalls of his grace have beenc to:1nd with them yea when not one» 
ly many iniqui:ye?, and polutions in their holy things are found 
with them, but alſu many backſlidings, and depar:ings from him, 
by an cvill heart of unbelicte, ſuch as doe bring 11.1 1cfſe, and 
deadnefſc upon them, and procure fore corre(tions to them, and 
might juitly procure hiz utter denying, ant dilowning the », he i 
o!o 1» infinite in gracio tcl, thin, when any ions drawing! 
back, are come to thatacigh', tiki: foile cla oe no 10fartin 
them, bur thathe isprovoked to pit them awoy tr ſuch iniquiryes 
as by which they have fold t'eomielves fr » hiv vor ts do b not 
preſently give chem a bill of divorce, (I ,o.) Bir is yer follows 
ing them in their wandcrings, wile yer it 13 co das, wb fich dife 
coverycs of his Son, and the riches of provifion in his houſe even 
for pr: \ligalls that have wiftcd all they had, av forteiced 41h, and 
with ſich reproofs of inſtrution, as might make :tS 211 aſh ed, to 
ſee if yer they will repznt and cemember tiom whence they ace leis, 
an 
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and look back towzri3 him who 1s y«< waiting to be gracicu: to 
chem, and it any by all this vo dneffe yet be 2ſhamed and fay 1 have 
finned and perverttd that which js right, and it profited me not, then 
he is gracious and {2:ith, d:liver him from going down to the Pits for 
lhave found a ranſome, und he will farther open to kim the rrexfores 
and fat things ot his Houſc, and lead kim into the underllarding and 
alefulnefſe of his truth in ChriF, and he (hall returns to the dayesof 
his youth, 28 Ez k.43-10,11. Fer.2.and 3. tit» Job. 53. 23-25, 

For therefore will the Lord waite that he may bc gracious, bleed 
re all they that yer in the way of his judgements wait fer him, For 
the Lord is a God of judgement. He is the Lord vur God, his Tudge- 
mentsare inall the earth, who hath made this Breach upon us. 

| (hall briefly propound for our farther uſcfulnefle of thi: ; thete 
{yerall pofitions of inftruttion, contained in this acknowledges 
ment that itis the Lord, and ayouchment of him to be their God, as 
Deyt. 26-17 

1+ That he whoſe hand had made this Breach upon them, and 
whoſe Kingdome init, did rule over them is, the Lord our Ged, that 
hath for ever the only right to diſpoſe cft and judge us. 

2+ That heirs yct able to fave, to preſerve, yea to deliver even 
ghen we are ready to periſh, 

3. Thathe is then ready, and willing to ſave, nigh at hand, e- 
ſpecially £0 ſuch as ſeek him. 

4. Heir is, and he only, to whom from theſe conſiderations, we 
nay be, (and in looking to him are) encouraged to fly for help and 
refuge. Hc is the Lord our God. 

1 He that hath done it, is the only Lord, that hath for ever the 
anely rights to difpoſe of, and judge us. He even the Father of 
cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath committed all judgement to the 
Son, and exccuteth all his judgements preſent and eternall by him: 
wen a8 now in mans nature exalted (as we have ſhewed before) and 
ſo Jeſus Chriſt as now aRually made fleſh in a body prepared for him 
in our nature, and through ſufferings in the ſame body glorified 
with the Father, with whom all this was vertually preſent, and of 
force from the beginning of the world : He even the Man Chriſt 
Jeſus in the Name of the Father (for all the Scriptures bear witneſſe 
o him) av it is he that hath done it, as we (ſhewed in the ſecond 
iofruRion propounded to be conſidered in the text, ſo he had the 
only right to do it, for he is Lord of all, and hath for evcrin the 
lame and majeſty of God his F "I the only right to diſpoſe of and 

judge 


0093; 
juige uz, not only by right of creation, as Pjal.95.7.and 100.3. for (g 
all zce his from the b:ginnin2,for he was in the beginning with Ged, 
anJ thu word wa; Gol, by him an for him were al! things made 
that were made, Fobn 1. 1,2,3. Ciloſiani 1.15. and fo he js the 
proper Lord and H:ir ot all things by righc of creativn, and accord. 
ing co his divine and ctera:ll generation, but nov? only fo, nor is 
thitall meant in thoſe places in ths P, /m's {orcementioned, but ally 
by right of redemption (in which there js a new creation tor our na- 
ture, made amd pcrfet in him for us) he is Lord of all to the glory 
and praiſe of God the Father, Pbiil, 2. 6-1 1. 

For when we by reaſ'n of finn: were jultly baniſhel from hig 
Kingdom, in the rightevus fentance of his Law, and equity of his 
Juſtice, (hat o:1 as accurſe:! fry:1 him, and by reaſon thereof muſt 
ne:ds have becn le:t widec the power of Satan and dominion of 
death, for all our ſtrengch wa; as water (pilc on the ground that 
cann t be gathered up againe, even then when w: were ftnners and 
witho ic {t engih, indietime Chriſt dyed tor the unged!y, and ac- 
co ding tothe purpoleand grac: gizen us in hin from the beginning 
of the worid, in which he in d:4< crime caſte | death forevery man. He 
hih redeemed us from the curſe of the Law being made a curſe for 
ut. Air i« written curled i every one that hangeth ona Tree, For 
therein he fuffrre td and tart fi d the judgiiien of his world, That 
julgnicat of banithnenr that cane on (15 by the vft.ncz one, ſv that 
his refirt: tion was for ou! julit'h-ation, an. by the power of it in 
th- vert .e of his (uffect igs all! men are vivcn him, and all judgment 
comnired to him, and power rt0cxccite judgement allo, becaiſe 
he is the Syn of Man, 2 Semurl! 14 14. wich Hebrews 2. 9. 14 
Galatians 3-13. Foun 12+ 27. 31, 32. & F- 22. 27. Kemens 5. 1S, By 
him the Kingd)5me of Gud is brought un'o us 3 for ro thitend 
Chriſt both dyed roſc and revived, tha: he might b. Lord of all : fo 
th.t he is the Lord our God by right of purchale and redemption , for 
he giv? himſelfe a ran{o-ue (9: price of redemption) for all tobe 
ceſtih:d in die ime, and hath obtained an eteriall redemption 
and rcleafc of all mankind from und:r the cnrfe of the Law, and fo 
fron under tha: n:ceſſary ftlhive:y coS n, D-ath, and Satan, into 
wnich we were fallen, fo that the Faiher hulds no man mile that 
condemnation, or fentence of banithment, as they were fallen 
under ir, but hath commirte4 all judgmenr ro the Son, tha: through 
him chey might be ſaved, and that by him they may be: righte» 
ouſly jidg:d acconling to the Goſpell, according to which this 
is 
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is the only condeninaiion, that when !lipl.e is cone, men Tore and 
chooſe daitknelſc ra her. 

Therefore to day, while it is called to day, if ye will hear his 
voyce, harden not your hearts, but Ter us kneel before the Lord cur 
Maker that hath bouphr us with the rantum of hit whe bucy, which 
the Father prepared Hime thar o 17polcytor by the vertue of chat ran» 
{11ne ad lo by 1.0408 of his death, 

2 Hehath yet power to fave ts, even when by cur iniquities and 
fanings againſt the gr:cc of Gud by tim bringing falva ion to us 
we havedeſerved tobe ct Hi in his righteous Judgement according 
toihe Goſpel], yea when we have procured roo: felves ſuch jndge- 
ments as in which we are rea.'y to periſh and nigh tc cutting off and 
burning. Fer By means of his death, he hath obrained power to 
forgive thoſe fins that deſc: ve a (ecord Jeath whileir is yer tro day, 
that is before they be (c tinilhed in any, as» 10 Pr OCure the meer blot= 
ing out Of their nanes oe of the buuk of the living, and fo to fave 
ns trom the wre.th tw come, and hath recetvedyitts for ihe rebeltious, 
that the Lurd Gcd might dwell among them, Hebr- 7. 27, & 9. 15s 
1 J:bn 24 132+ I off 1 164 Fjal. 68 189, 19. 26. 

And is he.cin blew! ve tothe rtmott, them that come to Gud 
by him, 4s weil as re he'd oper the doe for rebellious finners 2ap- 
proa by and hit he « ight brirg them back from all their winders 
ings to Gud. Ard al! this bua fe this man continueth for cver 
in che nawe avd maj. ty of God his Father, co in pre ve tor un?) that 
one © feritg Ot bis Owns budy, by v hich he hach cbrained plente- 
ous rederprivn even bc forgiven: (le of fins, ard in which he live- 
eh to al peere "nn re UL {-rCe of C7 d for 112, Thovg! og00d incn are 
periſhed 110121 8, ed beir grak cv away by death, canbe of no more 
rerfonal! uf. t-Ineffc row, tor the do 2d knuw not any thing ---- ncr 
have any more a portion in any ting that is done nuder the Sin, 
and ſo no t1mpathy with vs, in on7 pretent joyes, or grickes nor is 
there any more that they can doe ft 1 19, by ſpeaking (Ou, OLFray- 
Ing for iz, for there is no work”, 7 devite, nor knowledge or wit 
dame in the prave, nor bave the dcad any Ca|-acity, or Opportunity 
toperfc0a 7 thing left undone under the Sun. They cannot praile 
him cr celebr2re iis truth to the living, nor hope, or ſecke for it 
for ihem,Ecelri,9. 5,12 Fil. 6.5,1-4.38 18,19, 

Yet the Lurd liveth, and bleffed be the God of the Rock of ove 
dalvation, 2 Sam- 22. 47, F,a&. 18. 46. For becatfehe liveth for ever 
In that body in which Le once dyed for us therefore alfo, they that 
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{leepe in jeſus, and we that waite for him, thall live together with 
him, in a like conlideration, cven in theſc bodyes that are now vile, 
which then ſh3ll be falhioned into thelilcenetTe of his glorious body, 
yea therefors 2!l (hall be raiſed, ana ſtand before his judgement-ſenc, 
to receive in their bodies according to the things done in them whe. 
ther good, or bad. And therefore alfo, they that waite on him 
Mall nt bz aſhamed, but tho1gh they heere pale through the vally 
0: the ſhaddow of death, and may fic in darknefſle as the fruit of their 
one wayes, yet lo King to him. he will be a light to them and hig 
0d, and ſtatic, (hall comtort, anduphold them, For he is able to Up» 
hold, ſappurt, preſerve and deliver them, when all other helpers, and 
Saviours fail from them, evcn y:7 ta preferve his Church in the world; 
asa p-ople to his praiſe, when their power is gone, though thoſe pil 
lars beremoved which were a firengch to them, and their enemies 
thought were their only foundatiuns, whence they encourage them. 
ſelves ſaying, if the foundations be deſtroyed, what can the righte. 
ous do, Bur our God, our Rock of ſalvation, foundation, and high 
Tower, is in hcaven, hedyed once and gan dye no more, but is 
alive for evermorec, and hath the keycs of Hel!, and Death, yea the 
{Md is inhis holy Temple, God hath fer his King pon his holy 
Hillof Sion, Therefore faith Micha. I will looke unto the Lord, 
| wi ll waite for the God of thy falvatior, For 
> My God faith he will hcarc me. He i; rzady to fave, to forgive 
and heals, he delights in mercy, that plcaſcth him, he hath no 
pleaſure in the death of any, or that any ſhould periſh, but that 
they thould come tc repentance, and be ſaved, And therefore will 
no: be wanting in ſcaſonable admonitions to rebellions ones while 
it is to day, yea will make his rods and reprovufes powerfull tothe 
xvaking rnto his 1ighicouſncile, to the giving wiſdome, and 0- 
periing the eare to dilcipline 3 and turning at his reprocte will fars 


willing co helumnbl:d under his mighty hand, and ſecke it of bim 


aſtcr ihe diewniler, fur becauſe of hitit finite cm paſſions, kindneſſe 


and pity ww man ward chatihey may heare of the things that cone 
cen: their peace, att lcarneto know and fearc his name, therefore 
he will not mike lis peciiar proplc, an wer def: Jation in the 
carth, v.1T WAH precerve a Ser toderve him ts their generation for 
rev" ! t J Lens, Plain 22 - »5l 440 103. 1-+7, 4 CGE, 1nd 145 
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befo:e, 1v*1 hethe Leg ot the harvett, will yer raiſe up, and thruft- 
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on 17. 15-»20, Yeatherefore the Lord will not forſake his people 
r his great names ſake ,becauſe it hath pleaſed the Lord te make 

them his people, onely feace the Lord, and ferve him in truth, with 


a perfe heart, for confider how great things the Lord hath done for , 


yous 1 Sem. 12.22. 24* For 

4+ Theſe things contidered, will infir' it, incourage, ſtrengeher, 
and admoniſh, not to forfake him, though all this evill be come 
upon, us nor fly eo any other mountaine, or refuge for help, bnt to 
fly to him, traſt in him, and religne our {elves to his government, for 
truly in vain is ſalvation hoped for from the hills, and from the mul. 
titude of Mountaines, truly in the Lord our God is the ſalvation of 
[[raell, yea he that i8 04r God Is the God of ſalvation, and roGod the 
Lord belong the iſſues from death, Feremiab 3. 23. Pſalm 68. 20, And 
they that know thy name will truſt in thee, for thou Lord never for- 
ſakeſt them that ſeek thee, Pſalm, 9. 10, But as for ſuch as will &i1] go 
on in their treſpaiſes, not regarding the work of the Lord, nor the 
operation of his hands, but {till pecfiſt in their falling away, and 
turning afide unto their crooked paths ; the Lord (11a!l Icad them forth 
with the workers of iniquity, he ſhall deſtroy and not build them up. 
Bur peace upon T/rael, Pſal,28,5 .and 125.5. 2nd 58, 20, z Som, 12, 25+ 
Heb, 10+ 35 

Seck we therefore the Lord, and his ftrength, ſeek lis face ever- 
more, remember his marvelous works that he hath done, his wonders, 
and the judgements of his mouth -»-- he is the Lord Gur God, his 
judgements J in all the earth, P'/gl,1c5,4,527% 
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Poſt-Script. 


Heres in page 20. ſpeaking of the examinizg a mans ſelſe, 
and ſo eating the Supper of the Lord, to which we are in» 
Ifrutted, 1 Cor. 41. 28. I have written, That it #s not to 

ſearch for, know, or take notice of the go dneſſe of our owne frames or qua= 

lifications: 4s things rend rin7 us worthy or by which we may come, n r int 
this caſe, or to ſuch ax el, are we ſo t» examine or looke upon the oypera= 
tions of grace in us, or by us (45 iz other caſes, and to other purpſes may 

be grod, and uſefull, 5 2 Cv. 13. 3, 4, 5- Heb. 10. 32. Galat. 3. 2. 

and 4. 45.) I wwild nt be ſo underitond, as to exclude from that ſelfe-ex= 

ammation, the remembrance and conſider ation of ſuch ef, acuss Or operas 
1108s of the Grace 0  (Cod,,(thr ugh the preaching of the Croſs, ) 1}t 74s, Or by 

w, or int, Or by others upon us. But 4 in ſuch caſes, or to ſuch an end, as 

2 Cor. 13. and Gal. 3 and 4. (viz )) for the proving, and confirn- 

ing to us, the truth of Chrit ſpeaking in, an4 through that preac' ing of 

the Croſſe of Chriit, al ſo in, or by his ſervants, faihful'y miniſtering it 
tous, ant ſo for the making us aſhamed »' our dulneſſe, and unprofirable= 
neſſe unaer it, or wanderings trom at, and to (tirr us up to give more eare 
net heed 1" the things that we have heard, 4s in that to the Galatian#, and 
H-brews, we are [» int tructel to cas to remembrance,” an conſider them. 
$0 in this caſe an to ſuch an &11, as to render the Croſſe of Chrit more 
precious 1» us, ant worthy to be remembred by us, ant the more t1 preſent 
uw, with what Cauſe thre is for us to judge and take hame to our ſelves, 
and yet t» hope in hit mercy and looke t» him for help, and healing, re- 
membering him im his wajes 3; 1 he conſtderati Mr ant calling fu remem- 


by 
brance ſuch efficacies, an1 opper ations of the Grace of Got, as ftoremention= 
ed, s good, an1 uſetull, and may be uder tood as included in that exa- 
mining a mans ſelte, 3s alſo is ſignified under that ſecond branch of expli= 
catin, Page 21. 

I defire that what is ſpoke: to this point,of remembering and conſidering 
bow we have heard, an4 r:cerved, in pape* 76, 77, 7S. may be compared 
with what # ſail of a mans examining himſelte, pages 20, 21. and takes 
in for tarther explanatin of my ſenſe of what may be contained in it. Ac= 
cording to what 1 have here a4d.4, conſider and ſearch the Scriptures, au. 
the Lord give us under tanding in a things. 


ERRATA. 


P# 2, line 224 for glorified in, recde gloryed in, I. 24. for beavineſſe read * 
readineſſeP+ 3+. 8. ad to ſtroke. This, 1.28. haſtineſſe of Pirit, 1, 35, x, 
ewne»l. 3. for any r. © |. I:ſt, re are Breaches, p, 5+ 1. 64 for yours r, them, 1,” - 
20. for for F. or, Þ. 6+ 1, 6, for faint Te f aynegl. 31. for reac)es ro reaches, |. 41, [ 
for bimſelfe r. it [eifcy p.8.1.5 +79 depriveing them, l. 22. for moved r. removedy\ 
» 32. for Chron.r.Corinths. p.9.1, 20. for away r. a Way, Þ« 1061. 16s 1, feups © 
dations, 1. 33+ for which r. while, ſe IT, l.17. for d:priveing IG driveing, 1.35, , 
for twn3led r. turned, p. 12+ 1, 19. make the period at this, p. 13, 1. 10. for fur) * 
r.07_Þ. 1441. 6, r. Tight bs bes 1, 29. fut cut andy page 16, line 5. r, end death" 
threatned, l. 26. r. be it 48, |, 49+ 1, Murmur, þ. 17+ I. 3.7, the next line gith1 
it, 4s part of the ſentence, ls 254 1+ in. all theſe things, l« 30. r. revive, h 32.far! 
the re this, p. 20.1. 31. for to bim/elfe r. of bimſeife, p. 21.1. 11. and 124 forty 
wnto r+ int?, |, 40. for them r. bim, p. 22.1. 5. for cenſured re centured, p. 23-l;%; 
Go fo bim,l. 21. re. ef 1.30 r. plauſible, p. 24-1. 4. ond 5, r. compariſon, 6%, 
Prefix, 2,1. 10, for wilh r. which, 1, 14. for goodn: ſe r. godlineſſe, |. 33- bays 
owt the L:ft andy þ. 25+ |. 12. for other v. 6#r, f. 26. b. 24. r. begety l. 42 for nt 
T. ity p. 27-1. 4. put a colon at private ſpirit, p. 28.1. 39. blot out waite on bim. 
f- 35+1. 36. for ſacrifice r+ ſacrificer, Þ. 36. 1. $* 1» make ws, |. 7. put out they, © 
p. 38. 1.29. To & 10. 1:1, 41. add tbe firſt clauſe in 1he next line, and there * 
make the period, p. 39. 1. 2. r. taking, to 1. 24. add the reading of what imme © 
diatly fellowes without a pe riod, and do the like in p. 46.1. 31. p. 50: b 35, © 
p.51.1.38. Page 43+ ls 6. for 1. 1.5.1. 13. 7. embraced, l. 20. r. writing, 
Fe 44+ 1. 10, r. diſcourſes, p. 46. l, 29- r. the, p. 47» 1s 35+ re by faith, p- $k; 
f. 10. for what x, that, p. 53. l. 7+ r. complaint. p. 55+ 1. 6. for not ſo mucbr« | 
nor to ſuch, p45 6.1. 27. for in the r, of the |. 29. r. relemblances, p. 59. 1..36.% 
&- |, laſts r, acceptation, p, 60. l, 10. r. acceptations, p, 62. 1. 15. r. poffe abs, 
þ. G44 le 12. for of worſhipers r, worſpipers of, 1. 14. for the 1. them, p. 65.25» , 
at ſhadewt s put a commay p. 66,1, 31. r. thing!, bs 34. & 35. 14 remiſfiony hs 
40s Tr. 10,P. 68.1. 12% for precious r. previous, Þ. 794 1, 7. re motives l. 9. ft 
owne r. ene, l, 30, atnot put a flip, p. 711. 7+ 1, feicbned. 1, 15 put out that 
whole clcu'e, and be that bearetb ſpeaketh conſtanily Proverbs 21. 28. andadRt ; 
ol. 17, Lint 26, for this r. bis, p. 80.1. 9. for 34+ re 24. 1. 6, vr. preifts þ+ 
85. (. 9. at otbers put a comma. p. $g. l. 94 at name do the 1:5-, | 19. 1. follows 
q. 92+ |, 29.7: [pirit to themyp.9.4.1, 29.1 fuft, | 


toms 24. giftt His Coe 
1659 


